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How do you best describe your friends. . .cool or neat, fun to be with, okay, or just someone 

to hang around with? Ever describe your friends as caring, dependable, thoughtful, or even go so 

far as to say loving? David said “my brother Jonathan. . .thy love to me was wonderful, passing 

the love of women” II Sam. 1:26. Solomon states “a friend loveth at all times” Prov. 17:17. The 

dictionary defines a friend as “a person attached to another by feelings of affection or personal 

regard”. If the people you “hang around with” are loving then they fit the definition of a friend, 

otherwise they are not “true friends”. 

How do you choose your friends? Do they need to be popular, rich, smart, good looking or at 

least “with it”? God told Samuel “man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 

on the heart” I Sam. 16:7. Those that appear not to be “with it” are all too often the only ones 

that are. We are so busy trying to please ourselves and the world that we have little time to please 

God Almighty! In I John 2:15 we read “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 

world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”. So let’s get “with it” and 

choose our friends carefully to the honor and glory of God Almighty! Choose friends who are 

loving and caring. They can sometimes be the hardest to find but are the easiest to make friends 

with. 

How do you know if someone is a caring person? Some examples of not caring are: 1) 

drinking to forget all your cares, come what may; 2) backbiting or gossiping; 3) swearing 

offensively in front of others and/or acting out in anger. Prov. 22:23-24 states “Make no 

friendship with an angry man. . .Lest thou learn his ways and get a snare to thy soul”. But a 

friend or a caring person is a helping person as Job tells his “friends” in Job 16:4-5, 21 “I also 

could speak as ye do: if your soul were in my stead, I could heap up words against you and shake 

my head at you. But I would strengthen you. . .plead for a man with God, as a man pleadeth for 

his neighbor!”. 

So what am I suggesting, disowning every friend who falls into sin? Of course not, unless 

your friend leads a life of unbelief. II Cor. 6:14 tells us “Be ye not unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers”. But rather you must be a witness to your friend. Be frank, but tactful and remind 

your friend when he falls into sin that he too is to be a witness for his God and Savior Jesus 

Christ. If he tells you to get off it because you are just a big sinner yourself, tell him you know 

you are and would appreciate it if he would kindly and caringly counsel you when you fall into 

sin. If your “friend” is not repentant, you are “unequally yoked”. You must “dare to be a Daniel 

and dare to stand alone”. Don’t let yourself be influenced by the peer pressure of your friends. 

You want to look good in God’s eyes and those of your true friends. 

How many friends does a person need? Rather the question should be, who are your friends? 

In Psalm 119:63 we read “I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy 

precepts”. We all have our best friends and even those who “rub us the wrong way”. But it is our 

Christian obligation to show Christian love through acts of kindness to all our brethren. Don’t 

ignore or snub those who are different than you or just don’t seem to “fit in”. If someone is left 

out, try your best to include them and suggest ways to help them fit in if possible. And, if 

someone snubs you, forgive them. By returning good for evil to a fellow Christian, his 

conscience should be pricked into asking God and you for his forgiveness. 

What can you do to gain closer friendships? For starters, smile a lot and don’t be a 

complainer. Psalm 149:5 tells us “Let the saints be joyful”. A person would much rather be 



uplifted than burdened with all our complaints. The Israelites were burdensome to the Lord as 

Num. 11:1 tells us. “And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord”. Be concerned 

about others by asking about them and offering to help when there is a need. Don’t talk 

continuously about yourself as this depicts a selfish and boring person who cares only about 

himself. Never say anything behind someone’s back but always be honest, straightforward and 

never say something hurtful, even if it is true. Best of all, pray about it. Pray that God gives you 

true friends and that you will be a true friend. Let us pray as Paul in Phil. 1:3-5 “I thank my God 

upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with 

joy, for your fellowship in the gospel”. 
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