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Antithesis is a very important word to remember. What is meant by it is even more 

important. And its application to our lives is of immeasurable importance. 

You will not find the word itself in the Bible, but the idea runs as an unmistakable thread 

throughout the Scriptures. 

The word is derived from two words: thesis and anti. The word thesis comes from the Greek 

word that means: to place, to set. It is the reality that is an essential part of our lives. Anti, as you 

know, means: over against, opposite, in contrast to, or in conflict with. Thus, life has its realities, 

but also that which is opposed to those realities. God has set the thesis in our lives and has also 

set over against the thesis the opposite, the antithesis. As a result, we live an antithetical life in 

this world. 

God called into being the thesis and the antithesis already on the first day of creation. 

He created the light, but He also made the darkness. The light is the thesis; the darkness, the 

absence of light, is the antithesis. 

God created the day, but He also made the night. 

He called into existence the color white, the combination of colors, and He made the black, 

the absence of all color. 

God made the warmth, the presence of heat, but He also made the cold, the absence of heat. 

Scripture teaches us that God is light. In Him is no antithesis, no darkness whatever. He is 

life, death is foreign to Him. He is the Holy One, Righteous, far removed from all that is evil. 

God experiences an unmixed joy of intimate covenant life as the three persons within the divine 

trinity. From Him radiate only light, life, blessedness, grace and beauty. It is in His light that we 

see the light. In Him alone is true communion of life, true fellowship, true joy, which is 

unspeakable and full of glory. God is the THESIS. 

From whence, then, the opposite? From whence the darkness of sin and death? Is the devil 

another power that rises up next to God to oppose and dethrone Him? Are there two powers at 

work, independent from each other, one to bless and one to destroy? Is the course of history a 

struggle, a dualism between God as the good power and Satan with his host as an evil power? 

The very thought is dishonoring to God! 

We know from Scripture that God created the devil and his host as good angels, who fell. 

When they fell God did not immediately destroy or annihilate them, but even as their fall serves 

God’s purpose, so also throughout history Satan and all the powers of darkness serve toward the 

coming of God’s kingdom and the glory of His Name. God declares: “I form the light, and create 

darkness; I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these things.” (Isaiah 45:7) Again in 

Amos 3:6: “Shall there be an evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it?” See also Prov. 19:21, 

Isaiah 46:10, Acts 4, 27. 28, etc. 

God also placed this antithesis in the garden of Eden, as is evident from the two trees that 

God made. The tree of life was the thesis, the tree of knowledge of good and evil was the 

antithesis. Adam stood as God’s friend-servant in paradise, capable of knowing, loving and 

serving God with his whole being. He was king of the earthly creation, lord over all he surveyed. 

But his kingship required that he devote himself and the entire kingdom to the praise and glory 

of his God. This became evident in the two trees. The tree of life was God’s yes, freely Adam 

and Eve might eat of that tree as living out of God’s hand. The tree of knowledge of good and 

evil was God’s no, in obedience and self-surrender to his God Adam might not eat of that tree. 



Therefore, the tree of life required of our first parents the response: “Yes, I will freely eat from 

the hand of my God.” And the other tree demanded the response, “No, I will not eat of that, for it 

is my joy to do Thy will, O God.” It was the calling of Adam and Eve to do this even in the face 

of temptation. 

You know what happened. Satan, God’s antagonist, introduced the lie into paradise. He 

accused God of not meaning what He said; Adam and Eve would not die even though they ate of 

that tree. He accused God of suppressing His servants, knowing that if they ate of the forbidden 

tree, they would be like Him, to distinguish for themselves the right and the wrong, to be 

independent from God as to their personal choice of what they would do and not do. Adam and 

Eve, well aware of the deception, listened, experienced the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 

eyes aroused within them, proudly rebelled against their God and joined in friendship with the 

devil. They sinned and died. 

This brought out the thesis and the antithesis even more sharply than before. 

Over against God’s sovereignty stands man’s rebellion. 

Over against God’s holiness stands man’s unholiness, sin. 

Over against God’s justice stands man’s injustice. 

Over against God’s truth stands the lie. 

Over against the love of God stands the hatred of man against God and his fellow man. 

Over against God’s blessing stands the curse upon man and all creation. 

This thesis and antithesis stands out even more sharply when God comes to paradise, seeks 

out his rebellious servants, calls them by name, and assures them that, in spite of their 

unfaithfulness, He keeps covenant forever, promising them the Savior Jesus Christ, to be born as 

the Seed of the woman, the Head of His elect, given to Him of the Father. 

Thus we have the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. 

There is the elect church, and the world of reprobation, evident already in Cain and Abel. 

There is the church as a shining light, testifying of God’s sovereign power, as God above all, 

blessed forever, and at the same time a witness against the world of unbelief that rejects God and 

worships Satan. 

That characterizes the battle of the ages! 

Not as if Satan works apart from God, an evil power fighting beyond God’s control. So that 

Satan gains a victory by killing Abel and deceiving the world before the flood into all forms of 

evil, but that God has a victory by sending the flood. Not as if Satan repeatedly wins a victory, 

but God must counteract, reaching its climax at the cross. Then the outcome of the battle is still a 

doubtful issue. That is dualism, but not the antithesis. Perish the thought! 

No, in the battle of the ages Satan can only carry out the counsel of God, in spite of all his 

wicked schemes and maneuverings. The devil is foolish, but exactly as a sinner is foolish in 

surrendering himself to the power of sin. The devil tries in vain to wipe out God’s Name and 

cause from the earth. He does his utmost, even until the Man of sin, the Antichrist exalts himself 

as if he were God. But the fact is, God is the Thesis, the devil forms the antithesis. Nations may 

rage, and people may imagine vain things, but through all their efforts they only serve God’s 

purpose to reveal to the full His power and majesty, His sovereignty and glory. His mercy and 

His grace in Christ Jesus, world without end! 

We stand, as it were, in the battle field where the battle of all ages is being fought. The lines 

are sharply drawn. You are of the party of the living God, or you belong to the forces of 

darkness. You are either fighting the battle of faith, or you are opposing God and His cause upon 

the earth. You are fighting the battle of faith, or you have joined the ranks of the forces of 



darkness. It is either. . .or, there is no gray area! None whatever! You are for the cause of the 

living God, or you are against it. Make up your mind where you stand! 

God teaches us in His Word, “Be ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what 

fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness (lawlessness)? and what communion hath 

light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 

believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 

temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 

separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. and will be a 

Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” (II Cor. 6:14-

18) 

The apostle Paul expresses his personal conviction by saying: “For to me to live is Christ, 

and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21) 

Suppose you say: For to me to live is money, prosperity, riches. Then to die is what? “For 

what is a man profited, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Matt. 16:26) 

Suppose you say: For to me to live is to be a success in the world, to make a name for myself 

even after I am gone. Then to die? “Their inward thought is. that their houses shall continue 

forever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names, 

nevertheless man being in honor abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish.” (Psalm 49:11, 12) 

Suppose you say: For to me to live is to have a good time, attend dancing, enjoy movies, 

even some that are X rated or PG rated. Then to die? As a man sows, so shall he reap. How can 

you feel at home in heaven, since there is nothing like that there? 

Suppose you say: I need the approval of my peers more than I need the approval of God, 

even when that involves experimenting with liquor or drugs. Then to die? Jesus says 

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father 

which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will 1 deny before my Father 

which is in heaven.’- (Matt. 10:32, 33) Antithesis is a very important word to remember. What it 

means is even more important. And its application to our lives is of immeasurable importance. 
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