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Ah yes, another Thanksgiving Day. A couple of days off from school, a huge meal, maybe 

some shopping, or just a nice little break of our routine. Is this what we are giving thanks for? 

Could it be for the many, many material blessings the Lord has given us? Why do we set aside 

one day each year to give thanks, and what are we giving thanks for? 

Each year the world around us celebrates Thanksgiving. They are not quite sure who they are 

thanking, but they know what they are thankful for. They are thankful for their possessions, their 

health, and their wealth. In short, they are thankful only when they receive the things that they 

want. Does this characterize our thankfulness? Are we thankful especially when we get what we 

want? 

Our thanksgiving must not rise out of anything as shallow as that. We would surely have no 

hope when the Lord sends adversity upon us. Our thanksgiving must rise from the joy in our 

hearts because God has called us, wretched sinners, out of the darkness of sin, into his marvelous 

light. We have not earned or deserved this — it is the gift of God. Through the suffering and 

death of Christ we are rescued from the hell of our sins. What a reason to give thanks! Material 

possessions should fade into obscurity in the light of God’s great gift: His son, Jesus Christ. It 

should not matter what we do or do not have. Riches, social position, clothes, and cars all are 

absolutely nothing when compared to salvation through Christ. 

Is that what characterizes our Thanksgiving Day? One day set aside to truly thank God? It is 

not wrong to set aside one day to thank God in a special way. It would be wrong, however, to 

thank God on this day, and this day alone. Our very lives should be a Thanksgiving Day to God. 

The world should be able to see the joy in our souls bubbling forth. Our thanksgiving should 

show in everything we do. Then, no matter what the Lord sends us, we can give thanks. 

God may try us, send us poverty, or touch our lives with death. It may hurt us, but we can 

still give thanks through our tears, because our thanksgiving is based on something that cannot 

be taken away from us — the rock of Jesus Christ. Then we can pray with the apostle Paul, 

“Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift’’ (II Cor. 9:15). 

The Lord has given unto us many material blessings. We probably have more than any 

generation in history. We must thank and praise the Lord for these gifts. We must use them to 

further honor and glorify God. But if material possessions alone comprises our Thanksgiving 

Day, what would happen if God would remove them tomorrow? We would be crushed. Daniel 

faced such a thing (Daniel 6). He had position and wealth in the kingdom. The king passed a law 

that all people must pray only to him for 30 days. Daniel knew he was facing certain death, yet 

he, “kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God as he 

did aforetime” (verse 10). That is true thanksgiving. That is thanksgiving that arises from God’s 

unspeakable gift. Ephesians 5:20 charges us, “giving thanks always for all things unto God and 

the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

We give thanks so imperfectly here on this earth. So often we give thanks for the wrong 

things for the wrong reasons. We must keep our minds and our lives based on God’s unspeakable 

gift to us. If we do that, we will be blessed on our Thanksgiving Day. We will have a very small 

foretaste of heaven. That is what heaven will be like: a perfect eternal Thanksgiving Day where 

we will thank and honor God. Base your Thanksgiving on God’s unspeakable gift.  

THANKS BE TO GOD! 
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