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This is a rather sober lesson in the life of David. We see David, that great man of God, 

staggering under the heavy hand of God’s chastisement because of his own sin. Yet we see in 

David the grace of God in Christ Jesus. The beauty of grace is humility and submission to God’s 

way. We also see God keeping His promise to David. The promise on the one hand, of the 

establishment of God’s everlasting covenant with David. Recall when David wanted to build a 

house for the Lord and the Lord told him that it was not his work to do. God Himself was going 

to build a house. He was going to use David in the building of that house; He was going to build 

His eternal house through David and his seed, our Lord Jesus Christ. In connection with that God 

gave to David a very wonderful promise, that God would establish His covenant with him and 

his seed. If his children would violate that covenant then God would chastise them. Yet God 

would never forsake David. Here we see that lesson coming through, even though David had 

rendered himself totally unworthy of the Lord. David must have himself felt the filthiness, 

vileness and the worthlessness of himself because of his sin. Yet God’s wonderful promise is 

kept. 

God gives another promise to David. This one is found in the immediate context that we are 

considering. This promise is a more sobering promise, and yet it was a promise of the word of 

God that David had to deal with. We find this in II Sam. 12:10-12. After this, the prophet Nathan 

had come to David because of his heinous sin with Bathsheba and concerning her husband, 

Uriah. Now the Lord gives this word of promise to David, “Now therefore the sword shall never 

depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine 

own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbor, and he 

shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing 

before all Israel, and before the sun.’’ Notice God says, “I will do this thing...’’. In all the 

inexcusable wickedness of Amnon and Absalom, God is wielding the sword of His justice upon 

His servant David. 

We see in this a very powerful lesson that each one of us does well to take to heart as young 

people. This lesson runs through the whole of Scripture, but we find it specifically in Gal. 6:7-8, 

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.’’ We 

see in this history that God is no respecter of persons. That makes this more intensive for us. We, 

as young people, can see how that would apply to us, but what about that great hero of the faith, 

David, the man after God’s own heart, who had fallen so miserably into sin? God shows that 

whatsoever any man sows that shall he also reap. This is a principle out of the word of God. 

Young people and all of us, we had better believe this word of God. Be not deceived! Satan is 

out to deceive us into thinking that we can sin without receiving the consequences of sin, and 

that you can enjoy the lusts and pleasures of this world without the fear of the consequences. Be 

not deceived for God is not mocked. That is the lesson that runs through this sordid history of 

David’s life. We see that lesson applied to David, and applied through his son, Absalom, and 

applied to Absalom himself. 

Let us take a look now at Absalom. I don’t know what impression you have of Absalom. My 

impression of Absalom changed through the study of this history. In my mind Absalom was not 



such a bad guy; he had many good attributes. What caused me to have a rather favorable 

impression of Absalom was that heart-rending cry of David when Absalom died, ”0 my son 

Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! A guy like that can’t be all bad, can he? When his father 

had lived with him all of his life and had suffered at his hand, and yet he lamented him terribly. 

As we look at Absalom more carefully, we see that he is a wicked scoundrel. If we look at some 

of the high points of Absalom’s life, which are really spiritual low points, we get a little glimpse 

of this man Absalom. 

Absalom was cool. He was popular; he was witty. Absalom was good looking, and he had a 

charming personality. If Absalom were here at the convention he would be one of the most 

popular figures. In II Sam. 14:25-26 we read this about Absalom, ”But in all Israel there was 

none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty; from the sole of his foot even to the 

crown of his head there was no blemish in him. And when he polled his head, (for it was at every 

year’s end that he polled it, because he hair was heavy on him, therefore he polled it:) he 

weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels after the king’s weight.” Absalom was a fine 

looking man. He had all the external attributes of the finest young man in Israel, and yet 

Absalom had a lack. It seemed as though Absalom had everything going in his favor. He had 

good looks; he had money (he was the king’s son after all); he had popularity; he had power, and 

yet there was one thing that Absalom lacked. 

David saw in Absalom a deep spiritual weakness. Yet David seemed weak to deal with the 

sin of Absalom. David let Absalom literally get away with murder. 

Now we look at Absalom and the figure that he cuts before us of a fine looking young man. 

We see that he was noted for his beauty, i.e., his external beauty, but inwardly he was ugly. 

Absalom was a vain man. We see his pride and vanity in the matter of his long hair. He cut his 

hair only once a year, and it seemed to be a big occasion for him; he cut off his hair and he 

weighed it. 

Absalom here represents for us a negative example of young people. All week long at 

Convention we have been watching the girls take their time with their hair. Everyone wants to 

look nice, and that is all right. But there is a point where there is a sinful pride when these things 

become ends in themselves, as certainly it was for Absalom. 

Absalom was concerned solely with his beauty, his honor, his glory, his power, and his secret 

plan and goal and desire that was all consuming - that one day he would have his father’s throne. 

Only one thing mattered for Absalom, come what may, and let God's will be hanged, that he sit 

upon the throne of Israel. It seemed that Absalom had everything, and yet there was one thing 

that he lacked. 

Absalom had a problem - he was not the son of David that was in line for the throne. Amnon 

was. Absalom eyed Amnon. How could he get around or get rid of Amnon? Well Amnon set 

himself up for the fall, and Absalom was only too willing to help him in his fall. Amnon 

wickedly lusted after Absalom’s younger sister, Tamar, who was also Amnon’s half-sister. 

Through Amnon's subtle trickery he set up the circumstances where just he and Tamar could be 

alone, and then he raped her. 

Tamar, as Absalom’s younger sister, came to live with him after she had been dishonored in 

Israel. With respect to Amnon, Absalom set the matter in his heart and in his mind. Here was 

Absalom’s attitude toward Amnon as recorded in II Sam. 13:22, “And Absalom spake unto his 

brother Amnon neither good nor bad, for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced his 

sister Tamar.’’ Absalom did not deal with that horrible sin in the right way. There was provision 

in Israel for a proper dealing with such sin. But Absalom saw here a way to get rid of Amnon, 



and an excuse for sin. Absalom give Amnon the “cold treatment’’, but underneath there was a 

burning hatred. Here is another negative example for us. Sometime we cutely say, “I don’t get 

mad; I just get even’’. Well that is exactly what Absalom did. For two years hatred filled his 

soul, and finally he set up the opportunity to vent himself of that hatred and to clear the way to 

the throne. 

Absalom planned a party. He invited all the king’s sons to come. Absalom, because of his 

power and wealth, had many means at his disposal. We read in II Sam. 13:28 & 29, “Now 

Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon’s heart is merry with 

wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded 

you? be courageous and be valiant. And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom 

had commanded.’’ You see Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded.’’ You see 

Absalom had the power to carry out the evil desires of his heart. 

Sin was really no problem for Absalom. Is sin a problem for you? It should be for God’s 

people. Sometimes we plan sin and carry it out, but that sin gives us a problem. 

Absalom’s purpose and goal to get to the throne of Israel was one step closer in the death of 

Amnon. After Absalom killed Amnon he fled to Geshur where his grandfather on his mother’s 

side was the king, and he stayed there for three years. During Absalom’s absence David longed 

for him. Here we see a strange twist in David’s moral character. Oh, we can understand the love 

of a father for such a son as Absalom with all of those promising attributes. And yet David could 

not have helped but notice that there was a great lack in Absalom’s spiritual life and sensitivity. 

Finally, through the help of Joab, Absalom is brought back to Jerusalem. But he was restricted 

under house arrest in Jerusalem for two years. With that Absalom was not satisfied of course. 

This was not aiding him in the fulfillment of his dream to sit on the throne of Israel. So Absalom 

brought it about that he had contact with the people of the kingdom. Through subtilty, treachery 

and deception he stole the hearts of the men of Israel. He did not win their respect as David had, 

but he stole their hearts. 

Absalom sat by the gate of the city and when any came with a controversy to be judged by 

the king. Absalom would inquire concerning the matter and would assure the person that his 

cause was good and right, but there was no man appointed by the king to hear these things. Then 

Absalom would further his campaign for the throne by saying, “Oh that I were made judge in the 

land, that every man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him 

justice!’’ II Sam. 15:4. Absalom used this method to cast a bad light on David’s performance as 

king. No doubt there was some basis in fact that there was weakness in David. In this devious 

way Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

Soon after Absalom saw that he had the hearts of the people in his hand he made his next 

move toward the throne. This next step of Absalom was the height of pious hypocrisy. This next 

step of Absalom, more than anything, turned my heart and mind against him. Here Absalom used 

religion as a covering for his wickedness. Absalom needed permission from the king to leave the 

city so he came to David with this religious request: “I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, 

which I have vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron. For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at 

Geshur in Syria, saying, If the Lord shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve 

the Lord. And the king said unto him, Go in peace. So he arose and went to Hebron.’’ II Sam. 

15:7-9. 

Absalom’s next step came quickly. Following right upon the king’s permission we read: “But 

Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the 

trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron.’’ Absalom used the wicked false front 



of spirituality to gain his end. Have you ever done that? Some Sunday evening you want to go 

somewhere, but your parents ask you where you are going, and you answer that you are going to 

the Singspiration or that you are going to another church this evening, but then you go and do the 

evil lusts of your flesh. This is a serious matter. Here we have a powerful negative example in 

Absalom. 

Now that Absalom had not only the hearts of the men of Israel in his hand but he had a great 

host to fight for him, he marched into Jerusalem and committed adultery with his father’s 

concubines on the house top in the sight of all Israel. 

In the light of these things, we look at the death of Absalom and David’s reaction to it. We 

hear David lamenting. O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would God I had died for 

thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! How is it that David could have such a grief in his heart for 

this wicked son of his? When David said, “Would God I had died for thee”, he meant that from 

the bottom of his heart. Because David was a man after God’s own heart and that if he would die  

he would go to glory. But the deepest fear of David’s heart was that if his son continued in his 

evil ways - surely this man was going to hell. And finally, when Absalom died in his rebellion 

and sin it was a horrible grief for David. Can you imagine what a thing this would be for parents? 

The apostle John writes in III John 4, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 

truth.” That is true in the church for godly covenant parents. What greater joy can there be than 

to hear that you, their children walk in the truth? Not that you are rich; not that you are famous 

but that you walk in the truth. In sharp contrast to that we see David trying to reconcile himself 

to the predestination of God and to the promise of God that He would raise up evil against David 

out of his own house, and he has to commit the soul of his son Absalom to everlasting 

desolation. 

Joab, the general in David’s army, came to him with a strong rebuke by showing that David 

loved his enemies and hated his friends. There was something wrong with David’s judgment at 

this point. We see in this whole history of David in relationship to Absalom a rather strange 

mixture of the power of God’s grace and abject human weakness. We see things in the life of 

David in this period that we simply cannot reconcile. We see a sad figure in David. David had 

lost his moral courage to discipline his children, because of his own great sin. David’s sin. 

though it was forgiven by God. sapped the spiritual strength and energy of this great man of God. 

Be not deceived young people, God is not mocked. God does not deal lightly with sin. He takes 

every one of my sins and your sins utterly seriously. God teaches us that lesson here in the life of 

David. 

What was David’s reaction when Amnon raped Tamar? We read that when king David heard 

of all these things, he was very wroth. That is all we read. He was very wroth, but he had lost his 

moral energy and his spiritual courage to discipline his children. What happened two years later 

when Absalom carried out his wicked purpose and killed a brother in Israel, Amnon? Again 

David did not call for justice, but he allowed it to remain in Israel. But God did not forget it! 

We say again that we see a strange mixture in David. Maybe not so strange. You know your 

own sin, and sometimes to be consistent you have to close your mouth with respect to righteous 

judgment. Maybe this is not so strange, but a realistic picture of the child of God, weak and 

sinful, walking as a pilgrim, not finding here the perfection that he was looking for, but bearing 

with humility, as David does, the mighty hand of God because of his sin. 

David, unlike Absalom, submits himself to God, because he knows that what is happening is 

according to God's will and way for him. Trusting in the grace, mercy and wisdom of God, 

David does not set himself in rebellion against the things that are happening, but he humbles 



himself and bears it. Here is a powerful positive lesson for us. How do things go in your life? Is 

everything going just the way you want it to? Are there things happening in your life that you 

don’t like, and that are connected with your own sin and your own foolishness? So what are you 

going to do about it? Are you going to say, “I don’t care what God says? I’m going to do my 

own thing”? Are you going to be like Absalom rather than David? 

David humbled himself before God. He saw his son rising up against him and he could have 

called an army, but he did not have the moral strength and courage at that time to do it. David 

fell back on the mercy and grace of God to help him. In II Sam. 15:30 we see a sad. heart-

rending picture of the great king of Israel as he was fleeing Jerusalem before Absalom. “And 

David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, 

and he went barefoot...’’. David went in humble submission to the will of God. That sad train 

had not gone very far into the wilderness when they met a scoundrel named Shimei. Shimei has a 

whole mouth full of curses for David. One of David’s men said, “Why should this dead dog 

curse my lord the king? Let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head”. But David said, “so 

let him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore 

hast thou done so?” 

David saw the promise of God being fulfilled in his life. Both the promise of God’s covenant, 

and the promise of the visitation of God’s judgment upon him came true together. And David 

humbled himself before God. 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked. We can’t sin without the consequences of sin. Never let 

yourself think that for a moment you can sin and God won’t see and God won’t know and God 

won’t care. We have a wonderful God, a God who sees all and knows all. A God Who holds us 

by His grace in His hand. He calls us by the word of His gospel this evening to holiness and 

whole-hearted commitment to glorify Him. 

We close by looking at the last words of David. After David has borne it all and fought the 

fight and kept the faith he wrote in II Sam. 23:1-5 “Now these be the last words of David. David 

the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, 

and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in 

my tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must 

be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 

even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining 

after rain. Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting 

covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although 

he make it not to grow.” 

David came to the end of his life and he saw his own great failing. David has spoken the 

word of God. He saw that the man who was to be king in Israel must be just, and one who ruled 

must rule in the fear of God. David confessed that he had come far short of that. The king must 

be as the light of the morning reflecting the glory of God, but David said that his house wat not 

so with God. How then can David have any comfort? Have you ever felt, young people, so 

utterly unworthy of the grace of God? Have you ever felt so filthy, vile and worthless because of 

your sin? Have you ever nearly despaired of the mercy of God to save a sinner like me and you? 

What is there in David that he can go that next wonderful step and say. “Yet he hath made with 

me an everlasting covenant and ordered all things, and sure”? This wonderful God has 

established with David and with you that everlasting covenant ordered in all things. Is there 

anything outside of the ordering of God as He leads His people to glory? To answer that just look 

at David, who says, “for this is all my salvation”. Not any work that I could have or should have 



done, but the everlasting covenant of God is all my salvation. There is a lesson here. Believe this 

word of God! This is not a license to sin. The Holy Spirit will never allow the child of God to 

say, “Now that I am secure in God’s covenant I can go and sin as I please”. Oh no, this word of 

the gospel breaks down our hearts and makes us humble and thankful, and renews us in the zeal 

and energy to live to the glory of this great God Who saved such a wretch as David. This is all 

my salvation and my desire although he make it not to grow, said David. That means that in this 

life David didn’t see all these things growing, but he saw them by faith in the new heavens and 

the new earth. What a wonderful encouragement for such vile sinners as you and me! 
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