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Having the knowledge of God is of extreme importance, for without this knowledge, the 

people of God are utterly destroyed. God’s own people come to lack this knowledge because 

they openly reject it instead of diligently striving toward it. 

The truth of Scripture which makes known who God is constitutes the knowledge of God. It 

is the Truth that God has graciously revealed to us in the Protestant Reformed Churches - the 

pure, sound Reformed Faith set down in the Three Forms of Unity. This Faith glorifies God as 

Triune, sovereign, holy, and gracious in Jesus Christ. We have this knowledge only as a gift of 

the Holy Spirit, but the Spirit uses teaching and hard study to give the knowledge of God. The 

knowledge of God, then, is an intellectual knowledge of God alongside of love and fear for Him 

- it combines the mind with the heart. Those who possess both aspects - and therefore the true 

knowledge of God - will show themselves as such in two ways. 

They will, firstly, worship God rightly and will not turn away from Him as the Israelites 

turned to the idols (vs. 12ff). 

Secondly, they will serve Him by obeying His law in their lives and not fail to do this as the 

Israelites did (vs. 1,2). 

The teachers of Israel were to blame for Israel’s rejection of the true knowledge of God, 

because they were not faithful in their teaching. Calvin writes: “God then does here, in the first 

place, attack the priests. . .for teaching prevailed not, as it ought to have done. . . .” (Commentary 

on Hosea 4:6). 

The children suffer because of this dreadful failure of the adults and teachers. The church is 

cut off by God in their generations when they reject the truth of God’s Word. When, however, 

this truth and knowledge is correctly taught and passed along from generation to generation God 

continues His covenant with His people. 

Because of this the Church must make as its top priority the teaching and imparting of the 

knowledge of Truth and of God to the people. The main means of God to give this knowledge is 

through the preaching of the ministers. 

However, in the covenant, the faithful teaching of the children by parents and school-teachers 

is also necessary. What a responsibility is thus laid upon the Christian school-teachers. Through 

their teaching the children must come to a correct worship of God and keeping of His 

commandments. They must grow academically and also spiritually. 

In himself a teacher is unable to correctly carry out this calling. Only 

when he turns to God Himself can he it in such a way that God continues His begin this 

awesome task and complete covenant with the believer’s children. 

 

Originally Published in 

Vol 46 No 7 August September 1987 


