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There is so much, young people, that we do without giving much thought to it. There are also 

acts which we perform because of an on-the-spur- of-the-moment emotion that comes over us. 

There are deeds which later on we regret, call silly and wish we had not done. But with God it is 

so different. All that He does, and all that He causes His creatures to do, takes place because of 

eternal, unchangeable thought and desire. All happens according to His counsel or plan which He 

has with Him from eternity. This is true of all that happens in heaven, but it is just as true of all 

that happens here on this earth, whether it takes place in only a split second of a moment or 

stretches over a long period of time. 

At this time, we are going to consider in this article the profound, deep reason in God’s mind 

for making Christ wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption unto us. Remember that 

we are considering the five points of truth Paul lists in I Corinthians 1:30, 31. There we read: 

“But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 

sanctification and redemption: That according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 

the Lord.’’ 

We already considered the four points in verse 30, namely, wisdom, righteousness, 

sanctification and redemption. Now we have the fifth element of glory. Plainly the point made 

here is that God made Christ unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption in 

order that the glory might be His. He does all this to glorify Himself. That is the profound, the 

awesome reason for what He did in Christ for us, and why He sent Him into our flesh. And into 

this truth we ought to delve a bit at this time. 

Let us then first of all consider what glory is. Then we can understand what it means to glory 

and to glorify. As far as glory is concerned, it must be said that it is the radiation, the shining 

forth of virtue. Where you see virtue, you see glory. Or, if you will, where you see beauty, you 

see glory, that is, true beauty which manifests itself in virtues. Thus in the wisdom God gave him 

- and that wisdom was glory for him - Solomon wrote in Proverbs 20:29, “The glory of young 

men is their strength; and the beauty of old men is the gray head.’’ When you see that virtue of 

strength in a young man, you see his glory. His glory is the radiation, the shining forth of this 

virtue of strength. The same idea we find in Jesus’ word in Luke 12:27, where we read, 

“Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.” 

In these passages glory is presented as the radiation, the showing forth of strength and 

beauty. Solomon had glory, but not the glory that the lilies have in shape, color, texture. 

Solomon had riches, wisdom, treasures of gold and silver, fine raiment which all displayed, 

radiated that which men call good and valuable. Yet he could never obtain the graceful lines of 

the lily, nor reach such whiteness, the sign of purity. 

But we are dealing now with the glory of God; and Scripture is full of the revelation of His 

virtues and thus of His glory. Thus in II Thessalonians 1:9 we read, “Who shall be punished with 

everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.’’ Here 

the virtue of power is presented. In John 2:9 we read of Jesus manifesting His glory by 

performing miracles. In this instance it was making wine out of water. In Luke 2:14 we read of 

the angels saying - There is no proof that they sang - “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men.” (A better translation would be” . . . ,to men of good will.”) They 

were referring to the birth of Jesus and the virtue of love on God’s part, as well as His wisdom 



and power, to provide us with a Saviour. “Peace on earth” surely radiates, that is, causes His love 

to shine forth to His people. 

In Jeremiah 9:23, 24 we find this interesting statement: “Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise 

man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man 

glory in his riches. But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, 

that I am the Lord which exerciseth lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: 

for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.” 

Here we not only find many virtues mentioned, but also the glory of the child of God 

wrought in him by God’s glorious works. If you know God, you have the glory of heavenly 

knowledge. If you know Him in Christ, through Whom He exercises His lovingkindness, 

judgment and righteousness, you have the glory of heavenly knowledge and wisdom. You shine 

with such virtues, which are God-given virtues to you. Very few Jews saw that when Jesus was 

here on this earth. They instead blasphemed Him, accused Him of blasphemy as well, abused, 

mistreated Him. They did not know God, and they did not see the glory of His virtues as the God 

of our salvation. 

But Paul in I Corinthians 1:31 speaks not of glory as such, but of glorying. He speaks of him 

that glorieth, not has glory. And to perform the act of glorying is to be active in radiating, 

causing to shine forth the virtues of another. It is awfully close to praising. It is an act of the 

tongue whereby we. give expression to God’s virtues. But it also is an unexpressed thought of 

the regenerated mind. We glorify God in our silent as well as in our spoken prayers. 

We find an interesting statement in Isaiah 43:21 where we read: “This people have I formed 

for Myself; they shall show forth My praise.” Doing that is glorifying God. We glorify Him by 

praising Him. And we praise Him because we see His goodness, that is, His virtues. But take 

note of the fact, which we suggested in the first part of this article, that God formed His people in 

order that His virtues, His glory, may be shown forth by the act itself, but also by the mouths and 

lives of that people. So you have it here in I Corinthians 1:30, 31. Let him that glories display 

what God did for us in Christ. Then we glory in Him and do not boast of anything we might 

think we contributed to our salvation. If we are going to boast of what we have as far as our 

salvation is concerned, we must boast of what God did. All credit must be given to Him. That is 

what Paul says here when he states that it is written that he that glorieth must glory in the Lord. 

ALL the credit for our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption must be given to 

God. That is praising Him; but it is also glorifying Him. Let him that glories do that! Let him not 

only say, “O God, how good Thou art!” but also how wise, powerful, sovereign He is as the God 

of all mercy and grace. As Paul writes in verses 28, 29, “And base things of the world, and things 

which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things 

that are; That no flesh should glory in His presence.” He saved us so that His virtues might shine 

forth, and so that we might say sincerely that He is God, and that there is no God besides Him. 

He saved us so that with Jonah we might say, “Salvation is of the Lord.” And He did it in such a 

way that there is absolutely no room for us to claim any credit. Apart from what God did in 

Christ we have vices and no virtue. We are vile, filthy, foolish and damnworthy. He gave us 

virtues so that His virtues, whereby He brought us forth as saints in Christ, might radiate in all 

our heavenly life which we will receive in the day of Christ. 

Yes, we are going to have glory in that day. In fact we have the beginning of it now. God has 

from the moment we were born again implanted in us love towards Him. He implanted the life of 

Christ in us. That makes us glorious. It gives us virtues, heavenly virtues. That wisdom, 

righteousness, holiness and freedom from all our punishment and love of sin, of which Paul 



wrote in I Corinthians 1:30. speaks of our glory. 

But it is a radiation of God’s glory. Our glory is a reflection of God’s glory. As God’s image 

bearers we will be, and in principle already are, spiritual mirrors which reflect God’s glory. The 

glory we have does not begin in us, is not manufactured by us but is God’s glory shining forth in 

our lives. This fifth item which Paul mentions in verse 31 sums up the beauty of the four items 

mentioned in verse 30. Our heavenly glory is that we can and do glorify God. 
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