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Here it is, society season again. Wasn’t it just yesterday that we adjourned young people’s 

society for the summer? It almost seems like it. Now it is time to give up an hour of your time 

every Sunday and sit it out. But why do you go to young people’s society? Is there a really good 

reason? 

We’ve all heard the reasons for not attending: “The leader does all the talking in our society; 

he never gives us a chance.’’ Or this: “There are three or four people in our society who do all 

the talking.” “Society is so boring; I don’t get anything out of it.” Are you facing another society 

year of this? 

Well, that’s not the way things have to be, nor is it the way that things should be. But what is 

the purpose for belonging to a society and attending the activities? To answer that question, I’d 

like to show you the purpose for belonging to a young people’s society, your contribution to that 

society, and the benefits of attendance. 

Do you attend society just to please your parents? I hope not. You realize that there must be a 

deeper purpose, don’t you? The constitution for the society to which I belong reads, in part, like 

this: “The object of this society is to study the Word of God, and also subjects and problems of a 

religious and social nature, in the light of the Word of God.” Sounds pretty straightforward; 

perhaps a little boring. But that is the purpose for society. The peripheral activities - the parties 

and Christmas caroling, the fundraisers and special programs - give us an opportunity to be with 

the same people we’re with week after week in society, but in a more relaxed setting; these 

activities, however, should never overshadow the main purpose, namely, the study and 

discussion of the Bible. 

So, what’s your role in all this? Obviously, the discussion isn’t meant to be a spectator sport. 

Participation is essential. I’ve heard many comments like the one quoted above about the leader 

who runs the show singlehandedly, but I have yet to hear a society leader say he wishes young 

people were in society to be seen and not he? ... 

In order to contribute something worthwhile to the discussion, you should be prepared. For 

Bible discussion, this means studying the passage in question, its cross references, commentaries 

on the passage, Bible dictionaries and the like. At a young people’s convention a few years ago. 

the leader of one of our discussion groups gave us this rule of thumb: you should study two hours 

for each hour you will spend in discussion. The knowing looks which we young people gave one 

another told him that we didn’t buy his idea, although I realize now that it was sound advice. I’ve 

led discussions at retreats and conventions, substituted for my own society leader, and also 

taught Sunday school. My experience has taught me that those who come prepared (you can spot 

them in your society) contribute the most, and the most worthwhile material. 

Unfortunately, my experience has also taught me to come prepared to deliver a lecture the 

whole length of what is intended to be a discussion. Be assured, the plight of the ’discussion” 

leader who does all the talking is usually not self-imposed. 

In light of all this, what is the benefit of taking an active part in young people’s society? 

Couldn’t we benefit just as much by studying the Bible on our own? But be realistic: do you 

study on your own? I know that without the motivation of a group discussion, I’m much less 

inclines to study. Furthermore, in spite of the amount of study you may have put in, someone 

else is likely to surprise you with a new insight into the same passage. 

Does this mean that we should skip society when we haven’t prepared? Not at all. Those who 



haven’t prepared may learn something from the discussion. Those who have prepared, however, 

will find the discussion more enjoyable and more profitable. 

In closing, let me offer a few suggestions for studying and discussion. One society of which 

I’m aware uses a discussion format like this: each verse of the Bible passage is assigned to a 

different member of the society who must explain the verse, following which the leader asks for 

commentary from other members, then adds his own thoughts. You might give this a try in your 

society. In our society, the topic for the after-recess program is announced one week previous to 

the meeting at which the program is presented. This gives all the members opportunity to study 

the topic beforehand. If your society is studying a book of the Bible which is comparatively 

difficult (Revelation, for instance), you might consider using a study guide or discussion outlines 

written for that particular book. On the individual level, you might find it useful to take your own 

Bible along to society, especially if you have a Bible with such study helps as maps, a dictionary, 

cross- or chain- references or a concordance. This also allows you to jot down notes in your own 

Bible for later reference. 

As you return to (or begin) society this season, remember the words of Paul in II Timothy 

3:16 8c 2.15: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God. and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: Study to shew thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
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