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Can you, young people, name the Five Points of Calvinism? And can you tell me what each 

one of these five points means? If you can, you have in your mind some of the basic and very 

important truths of the Reformed Faith. What is more, these truths you must know and believe, if 

our churches are going to continue to be Reformed; and if our churches are going to develop in 

the truth of the Reformed Faith in the future, when more crafty and more subtle departures from 

the truth are invented and presented in the church world than are propagated today. 

Now I do not intend to treat these Five Points of Calvinism in this series of articles. I do 

intend to refer to them now and then; but the main purpose of this article and the four to follow is 

to present to you the five points that Paul presents to us in I Corinthians 1:30, 31. There he 

writes, “But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, 

and sanctification and redemption: that according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory 

in the Lord.” 

Did you notice that there are four items here that Christ is made to be unto us, namely 

wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption? But there is another item listed in verse 

31, namely, glory. We must glory in the Lord. 

In this article I want to call your attention to that first element, namely, wisdom. And if you 

refer to Webster’s dictionary, you will find that wisdom is presented as “ability to judge soundly 

and deal sagaciously with facts.” Another definition often given is that wisdom is the ability to 

choose the best means along the best way to reach the highest good. Choose a poor means, and 

you may fail in reaching your goal. Or it may take you much longer to get what you desire and 

seek. Choose a good means but use it in a wrong way, and the same result of failure or slowness 

will result. Choose good means and use them along a good way for an evil, bad goal which you 

want to reach, and that too is folly and not wisdom. 

Now we ought to notice that Paul stated in I Corinthians 1:30 that Christ was made wisdom 

unto us. And get this, young people, you cannot find greater wisdom than that of God when He 

chose Christ as the means and His cross as the way to our salvation. This fits in so beautifully 

with what Paul wrote in the preceding verses. There he states that Christ is, to those that are 

called to be God’s children, the power and the wisdom of God. 

But what might startle us a bit is what Paul wrote in verse 27, where he states that God chose 

“the foolish thing of this world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 

world to confound the things which are mighty”. It would almost seem as though God chose the 

wrong things along the wrong way to reach that good goal of our salvation. But nothing is farther 

from the truth than such an assumption. 

God is the all-wise God Who never makes a mistake. The point is that God chose, in His 

wisdom, that which to the world looks foolish and far too weak to accomplish anything good. 

You see, God chose His own Son Who is the only sinless man since the fall of Adam and an 

eternal and almighty Person, and thus He is the best means or tool. That cross, even though it 

seemed to show folly, weakness and helplessness, was the best way, because it blotted out our 

guilt and gives us the right to life everlasting. Through Christ that highest good for man was 

reached, because God chose the right means and way. 

You see, young people, we have to hold on to that first of the Five Points of Calvinism. Man, 

since the fall, is totally depraved, and that means that by nature man is completely, entirely, one-

hundred percent corrupt with no spiritual good in him at all. There just was no means, no other 



person God could use to save us. A sinner would have to die for his own sins and could not die 

for ours. Man could never bring an everlasting punishment to an end; but Christ, the eternal Son 

of God could. What wisdom on God’s part to choose and send Him! Likewise, the cross as an 

accursed death was the only way. Hellish agony had to be borne in our stead. And though it 

looked to the world, and caused those who believed in Jesus to be astonished and confused in 

their thinking, it was the wisdom of God that chose the cross as the way. And what higher good 

can you think of than that we shall be like Christ in the glory of the new Jerusalem? What higher 

good can there be for man than that? 

But notice that Paul says that Jesus Christ was made to be wisdom unto us. We will, the Lord 

willing, go into that more fully, when we consider the other three elements that Christ was made 

to be unto us; but it is important to see that we have been given wisdom by God through this 

work of making Christ all these four things for us. And wisdom for us means that we believe 

Christ is the means and His cross is the way, and that everlasting bliss at God’s right hand is the 

highest good. 

Look now then at yourself. Do you have that wisdom? Do you agree that Christ and His cross 

are the only way to salvation for us? And do you choose that covenant life with God, which 

Christ earned, as the highest good that there is for man? 

The question is not whether you know all this. Knowledge is important, and without it there 

can be no wisdom. If you do not know a tool, you cannot choose it. If you do not know a way, 

you cannot choose to go that way. If you do not know that a certain good exists, you cannot set 

out to seek it. And you cannot choose the right means and way to get it. But the question is, 

young people, do you choose that life with God as the highest good? Do you want it badly? Do 

you choose Christ as the only One Who could bring you there? Do you choose that cross as the 

only way that Christ could bring us to heaven? 

Then you have a priceless wisdom. It is of infinite value, but it also is a way that does not 

cost you one penny. There is no price upon that wisdom that you must pay to God. The wisdom 

that chooses this way of salvation is God’s free gift to those for whom Christ died. And if you 

are truly wise, you will agree and with God judge that this is the way of your salvation. It is folly 

to say that man is part of that means and that man must take the first step and accept Christ, and 

then God will choose to save him. No, it is folly to judge that a dead man, one totally depraved, 

can want to be saved from his sins before God has already begun the work of salvation in him, 

that is, has regenerated him. Would you call it wise for a king to choose a dead soldier to be his 

bodyguard? Would you choose a newborn babe, or even a child in kindergarten to help you solve 

a difficult mathematical problem that you must have answered by tomorrow morning? 

There is, however, a practical side to this matter of wisdom. If you believe that Christ earned 

for us that highest good of life with God in the new Jerusalem, where no sin can be found, is it 

wise if you close your catechism book, fail to learn thoroughly the answers, skip catechism class 

for fleshly fun? Is that wise? Are you choosing that best means and the best way to enjoy the 

highest good? Is it wise to avoid society meetings, or disturb the discussion, come unprepared 

and choose sports and amusements instead? Is it wise to sleep in church, or let your mind wander 

all over material, temporary things while Christ is being preached? 

In the verses preceding I Corinthians 1:30 Paul taught us that it is through the foolishness of 

preaching that God shows us His wisdom. And by that he means that God in His wisdom uses 

that which looks foolish to the unbeliever but actually is not foolish in any way and to any 

degree. But if we avoid that preaching and are bored by it, we are the ones who are acting 

foolishly as well as sinfully. 



Let me conclude this installment by warning you in love that it is always foolishness when 

we walk in any sin of any kind. The psalmist rightfully states in Psalm 14:1, “The fool hath said 

in his heart, There is no God.” Every time we sin, we say by that deed, “There is no God Who 

can tell me what I may do or may not do.” And it is also through Christ that God makes us wise, 

so that we choose to walk in His commandments and look for the day when we will do that 

perfectly before His face in heaven. 

One more point yet, young people, wisdom will guide you to choose a wife or husband who 

will help you, not hurt you, in walking as God demands in His law. You must look for a believer, 

one who will go with you in a wise way. Anyone who seems to threaten such working 

together,and raises doubt as to whether she or he will bring up the children in that way must be 

dropped. That will be a wise decision. 

How wise are you? Has Christ been made to be wisdom unto you? Your walk of life will 

show it. Solomon in his wisdom wrote in Proverbs 4:7, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore 

get wisdom; and with all thy getting get understanding.” And in Proverbs 16:16 he writes, “How 

much better is it to get wisdom than gold!” By all means pray that you may get this priceless 

treasure. 
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