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When I was a boy, I recall that the grocer made his appearance at our back door once a week, 

to bring last week’s grocery order, and to take the order for the following week. Rinkema, I 

believe, was his name. He had a very small store in South Holland. But soon telephones were 

used more extensively to place orders and people became accustomed to picking up their 

groceries directly from the store. Cars made travel to the store easy. 

That little grocery store was soon replaced by other, larger stores. The number of brands 

increased on the shelves. One could choose and pick. It was still a neighborhood store where one 

knew the clerks and perhaps the owner of the establishment. 

This changed too. Soon there were the large supermarkets. Neighborhood stores remained for 

a time, but the competition was too great. Large stores with huge inventories and unimaginable 

varieties attracted people from over wide areas by offering lower prices. That’s “progress”. 

All of this came to mind as I sat down to write this article. I was asked to write about the 

changes taking place in the realm of entertainment — specifically with the movie. What effect is 

all of this having on the young people of our churches? Surely progress and development are 

seen in the world of entertainment. Is this making it easier to sin without a guilty conscience? 

It would be pointless to go into great detail. But one can recall, if not from personal 

experience, then from reading literature on the subject, how the movie industry developed and 

grew. First there was the silent screen. Men had managed to invent a machine to flash pictures in 

succession, giving the impression of movement. The invention was quite a hit. And before long, 

some had managed to present a story on film — usually accompanied by piano music. The plots 

were predictable: villain captures girl; hero rescues her after enduring many hardships; girl and 

hero marry and live happily ever afterwards. Churches, having long condemned drama on the 

stage, usually condemned these movies as well. 

But more was to come. Speech was added to the film. Now the actors and actresses could 

speak. The plots became more complicated. The scenes were sometimes lewd. All manner of sin 

was portrayed — though not with that open disregard of the laws of God as is true today. 

Then color was added. Soon it was a wide-screen and stereophonic sound. Hollywood 

became an important entertainment center. Many found this very attractive. 

Together with the above, there was added the drive-in theater where one could attend in 

relative privacy. With this, there was the growing influence of a new invention: television. First 

with its black and white presentation, then later color, the movies and dramas could come into 

one’s living room. With cable t.v., the variety and choice increased. There were those who earlier 

had refused ever to attend movies, who would now watch the soap-operas during the day and 

even the late-night movies in the evening. 

The presence today of video recorders and players has further affected this whole picture. 

Now one can purchase, even through vending machines, the latest movies — in fact, movies of 

the most pornographic sort. In the privacy of one’s home, these can be seen. 

We have truly reached a position where we have “supermarkets of sin”. The variety and 

availability of all of this corruption has made the world in which you, the teen-ager live, far 

different than the world in which I was a boy. Sin is sin in whatever age it manifests itself. But 

the means to sin, the inventions used to enjoy this sin, have increased greatly. 

All of this makes it so easy for young people to take advantage of this easy access to 

corruption. In the past, young people might be able to sneak to the movies. Today they can see 



these in their own homes. 

And who has strength to resist all these temptations? There is the problem of “peer 

pressure’’. Other young people seem willing enough to enjoy these sinful activities. Their 

conversation is often about the television programs they have watched the night before — and 

not news broadcasts either. These can visit the movie theater and encourage others to join them. 

Besides, do not even some parents see these movies on television in their homes? How can 

parents watch that at home while forbidding their children to attend movie theaters? Children 

soon recognize the inconsistencies in the lives of their parents! 

Possibly most difficult to understand of all of this, especially for young people, is that 

churches which formerly condemned movie attendance (when movies were not nearly as evil as 

today), now approve of the “good” movies and speak of the “film arts’’. Almost all are approved 

because it is “art”. And, so the Christian Reformed Synod pointed out, this “art” is the fruit of the 

common grace of God upon the wicked sinner. So, if very many Christians can attend these “film 

arts”, why can we not do so? 

The temptations to join others in using these “film arts” are great and becoming ever greater. 

Then, because so many succumb to the temptations, some perhaps in our own churches, ought 

we simply to ignore what was taught in the past on the subject — and have each do what is right 

in his own eyes? Can we not enjoy all of this — and be Christian too? 

But we might rather ask: if a thing was so wrong 40 years ago, and condemned even by most 

churches, how can it now be approved (when admittedly there has been deterioration over the 

years)? If attendance of movies was so wrong in the past, it is surely more so in our own day. 

Can young people resist the temptations? Is not peer pressure just too great? If young people 

would think to resist by their own strength, or determine the right or wrong by their own 

reasoning — they would not stand. 

But we have weapons which must be used to resist all evil. Especially we have the sword of 

the Spirit which is the Word of God (Eph. 6:17) whereby only we can “resist the wiles of the 

devil”. The “wiles of the devil” confront every one of us, but especially you. young people, face 

that. The devil, through all of the wonderful inventions of our last days, has more means to trick 

and deceive than ever before. Believe me, he makes excellent use of these inventions. 

But we have a weapon against which the devil cannot succeed. That Word of God causes him 

to flee even as he did when Christ repeated that Word at the time of His temptations. Use that 

Word as sword against the many temptations of today. 

Sadly, even as the evils of this age multiply, there seems to be a declining interest on our part 

in the study of the Word of God. Societies are not attended as they ought to be; lessons are not 

studied. When our “sword” ought to be burnished and bright through constant use, it often seems 

to grow rusty through disuse. 

Young people must realize the urgency, the absolute necessity, of study of Scripture. One 

ought to have a set time every day for private devotions and study of the Word. There must be 

faithfulness, diligence in this. One ought not dare to have one day go by without turning to our 

“sword”. That, together with daily prayer, equips young people to resist the temptations of the 

devil in these last days. Young people: hold on to that sword and be sure it is sharp and ever 

ready for use. 
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