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In the past, considerable interest and discussion have centered upon meaningful phrases.  

“I love you,” probably ranks as most popular, for obvious reasons.  The poet Whittier says that 

the saddest words of tongue and pen are these: “It might have been.” 

Today, another phrase must concern us.  Although we all use it, it is not a pleasant one, in 

fact, it is most miserable and disgusting.  It is not so repulsive in itself, but rather, it is the 

attitude that is repulsive.  The phrase is “I don’t care.”  The attitude portrayed is one of 

indifference.  Because the attitude underlies the phrase, we will concern ourselves with the 

attitude. 

Let us first consider some of the gifts that our Creator gave us, which distinguish us, as 

human beings, from the rest of the animate creation.  Do they not include the qualities of 

rationality and morality, the abilities to think about our thoughts and to choose between right and 

wrong?  Included in these, would be the splendid gift of sensitivity, the ability to love and to feel 

compassion.  And as gifts from God, should we not use them as much as possible, in the best 

ways possible?  Carrying this thought to its logical conclusion, we come to the stark realization 

that failure to properly employ these God-given powers is not only a symptom of a lazy person 

harming himself, but also a real depreciation of the difference between man and beast.  Of such a 

nature is indifference. 

The poem, “The Man with the Hoe,” by Edwin Markham, depicts very vividly the sad 

state of a soul in slavery.  Markham writes about the terrible tragedy of dictators blowing out the 

light of intelligence of their subjects and making them brothers to the stunned ox. 

In this country today, there are no more dictators, but the tragedy is still with us.  

However, its cause is not forced slavery, but rather, the willing self-surrender of our sensitivity.  

How much worse, this is! 

The tragedy is evident in many ways.  What is the prime purpose in the lives of most 

Americans?  Is it not to make more money, to “increase our forty acres to eighty?”  Carl 

Sandburg sums up our attitude in these words; “I earn my living, I make enough to get by, and it 

takes all my time.  If I had more time, I could do more for myself and maybe for others.  I could 

read and study and talk things over and find out about things.  If I only had the time.”  But we do 

not care enough to give our time. 

Today America is faced with the formidable communist challenge.  By 1972, the 

communists expect to be in full control of America.  We do not like this.  Their gains even 

bother us somewhat.  But it would be very troublesome to try to correct some of the blunders of 

our foreign policy as depicted in the Ugly American.  It is much easier to take the line of least 

resistance and try to eliminate the problem by being indifferent to it.  And we so often do that.  

When we come up against something which is difficult and frustrating, something that would 

require some real application, we get rid of the trouble by telling ourselves that we just don’t 

care.  It is a lazy way out and can only result in our becoming social parasites. 

In the classroom, the acute seriousness of this problem may be readily realized.  Which 

student is it that the teacher finds most exasperating?  Is it the one who disagrees with what is 

taught, or the one who does not care about that which is taught?  True, it is not so pleasant to be 

met with resistance, but it is downright nauseating to be met with an apathetic listlessness. 



Our churches also must guard against this dead life.  It is historical fact that in times of 

persecution and opposition, the church is strongest spiritually.  It is in a time like today, when no 

resistance must be overcome, that is most dangerous.  We soon lose interest in what we believe, 

and often do not even know what that is, and we care less.  We shy away from so-called 

“doctrine” sermons.  We become, in effect, a group of non-believing believers. 

This indifference to communism, this apathy in the schools, and this passivity in the 

churches, are all examples of today’s tragedy.  And this tragedy of today must be eliminated.  

Our minds and souls must break out of this prison of indifference and with renewed purpose, 

strive for those truths that rest on universal bones.  The emptiness can no longer linger, which 

threatens to throw us into spiritual limbo.  We have had enough “dumb driven cattle.”  We need 

“heroes in the strife.”  We need people who do care, people who care enough to give themselves, 

give to be teachers give to be ambassadors, ministers, missionaries, and all fields of endeavor.  

The all-important thing is that we again learn to care enough to give ourselves.  The great 

civilizations of the Greeks and the Romans died just because they had too many takers and not 

enough givers. 

America is on the same road to ruin.  Her every group is interested only in helping itself.  

The unions protect only the unions, the industries profit only the industries, and the War 

Veterans help only the War Veterans.  Our selection of a political candidate is based largely on 

how much he will give us.  We, as yet, cannot understand how it could be more “blessed to give 

than to receive.”  But soon, one way or another, we will understand this.  We are at the 

crossroad, and the way we choose will make all the difference.  If we become people who care 

enough, our culture will reach new heights.  But if today’s tragedy is tolerated, our whole 

civilization will become tomorrow’s bitter memory. 
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