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Although I know the hymn question is a weighty matter with our young people, I am 

somewhat surprised at the silence in their ranks.  Possibly you are just sitting by awaiting the 

appearance of another’s position or perhaps Synod’s final decision?  If so, let me encourage you 

not to stand idly by, but pen your opinion and publish it in Beacon Lights. 

In the meantime….! 

Surely the introduction of hymns into our church services would be something altogether 

novel.  Everyone knows that!  Past debates at Classis and Synod and present discussions in 

homes and on the street clearly establish this fact.  This does not imply, however, that we are 

necessarily so unfamiliar with hymns.  We have contacted the hymnal in the Christian schools 

and in the homes of relatives and friends.  Religious records and radio programs have, to some 

extent, swept hymns into our hearts.  Besides, special programs of some sort or another have 

seen us homeward bound with another hymn ringing in our ear.  And occasionally many of us 

have gathered together about the family piano and “lifted the lid”:  we sang hymn after hymn to 

our hearts content.  Yet, I think it can safely be said that hymns have not enjoyed an open place 

in our circles as such.  They have been somewhat distasteful to us and we have viewed them 

rather suspiciously. 

Even more so, the final adoption of hymns will be something altogether mountainous.  It 

will necessitate among many other things:  the altering of an article in our Church Order, 

recasting our praise-book and last, but not least, convincing a goodly number of our people the 

value of a hymn. 

One of our greatest concerns should be the “change” toward hymns. 

It must not be forgotten that we have also made history when it comes to this subject.  

There are definite reasons why some of our members oppose hymns so forcefully.  Without 

raising eyebrows please (!) I would like to suggest that we in the past have more or less frowned 

on hymns.  And why?  Have we judged them to be great departures from the “real” song?  Have 

we considered them the product of Arminians and Arminian thought?  When other churches 

adopted, or continued to adopt hymns, did we then immediately claim this to be proof of a 

departure in the wrong direction?  And this question yet:  have we perhaps taught ourselves, by 

implication or suggestion and then without distinction, that hymns were valueless and 

precarious? 

I for one am not surprised at forceful objections voiced against the introduction of hymns 

into our church services; “echoes” always have a way of returning.  We simply have not been a 

hymn-singing denomination.  Whether this is praise-worthy or not is another matter. 

Another of our greatest concerns should be the “hymn” introduced. 

May we make a few comments on our Psalter?  This precious book has been the object of 

much praise.  It is a song book which contains only a select number of songs; chosen from many, 

many songs which at one time were afloat in the American church-world, chosen by a special 

committee whose task it was to gather singing material for use in the worship services.  It is 

worth remembering that these songs afloat in the churches were based on the Psalms of the Holy 

Scriptures.  And there were others of course!  Consequently, we are justified in saying that the 

so-called “Psalm” enjoyed wide spread use by the people of God in many sections of this country 

and other lands. 



Our opinion of the Psalter also has been traditionally high, even though of late we are 

exposing some of her frailties:  chief among which is her liberal versification.  I take this to mean 

that the songwriter took great liberty, such as complete departure from the text of scripture at 

times, in order to versify.  Hence, versification quite naturally brings about more-or-less of a 

poetic commentary of the scriptures as well.  And this means that the “Psalms” we sing are 

always only a metrical version of the inspired Psalms of Holy Writ.  Obviously, therefore, our 

Psalter’s songs are already a departure from the literal text of God’s Word. 

Why, then, insist on the Psalter?  Of course, the Psalter’s songs are still songs based on 

the Word of God which was specifically used and designed for singing.  I have always seen 

much value in maintaining this, and this should give such songs the “edge” over all others.  

Many churches, beyond doubt, have recognized this basic and beautiful virtue of the “psalms,” in 

spite of minor frailties, for no less than nine American and Canadian denominations some time 

ago jointly participated in composing the Psalter from which we presently sing in our worship 

services.  And after its publication, several other church groups adopted it for use in their 

churches. 

What has happened in the meanwhile? 

And then there are hymns, thousands of them.  They vary considerably in quality and 

kind.  The vast majority are simply the product of sweet thoughts in a Christian heart.  Some of 

these convey cardinal doctrines taught in the Christian church such as:  redemption, creation, 

providence, sanctification and glorification.  Think of several!  “What a friend we have in Jesus”.  

“How great Thou art” and “Take my life and let it be”.  And there are many special occasion 

songs, here are two: “Dwell in me O blessed Spirit” and “He arose”.  Naturally these songs do 

not attempt to versify the very text of God’s Word, but they surely convey beautiful truths which 

stir the righteous soul.  We do not sing these in our worship services (nor am I asking that these 

be put on a list for that use), but some of them emphatically speak of doctrines energetically 

taught in our churches.  Think, for one moment, of the covenant reality expressed in that song, 

“What a friend we have in Jesus”, or the same truth in, “Dwell in me O blessed Spirit, gracious 

teacher, friend Divine.” 

Other hymns are probably more scriptural in that they express exact phrases from the 

Word of God.  Reflect just a moment on those beauties: “We have an anchor that keeps the soul” 

or “There were ninety and nine”.  And there are many more! 

Even if a goodly number of present-day hymns express untruths, this does not and should 

not ruin the lot. 

Comparing “faithful hymns” and “psalter songs”, it seems as if they essentially differ 

very little, except as earlier stated:  the latter are resting upon a portion of scripture designed for 

singing.  Both attempt to relay the text of God’s Word, but both depart from that exact text when 

they versify.  Consequently, there is an element of poetic commentary to both hymns and psalms.  

Is that serious?  Naturally not, for a song cannot abide only with the very words of the Bible and 

yet be a song. 

Should we also find room in our singing for those beautiful hymns which express those 

rich and glorious truths taught in our churches, even though these hymns do not express literal 

portions of God’s Word?  Of course, and let’s also call these faithful hymns. 

Now what hymns would we be singing in our services if our Synod approves of this 

change?  Well, that is a good question.  As things stand now there appears to be a movement in a 

bad direction.  For in the first place, it seems we will definitely shy away from the already-

existing hymns – hymns commonly sung in the church world.  And in the second place, it seems 



we will lay much stress on giving birth to hymns of our own.  I may be mistaken in this 

judgment, but this seems to be the direction in which the hymn matter is moving.  Of course, this 

is a far cry from the desire of the consistory which originally overtured our Synod (via Classis 

East) and expressed, “in recognition of the common use of hymns by our people and the often 

expressed desire for their use in our church services, we appeal to your body to consider the 

matter and adopt measures enabling their use in our churches” (italics mine:  a.m.).  Our own 

hymns? 

Hymns and Hollanders! 

I do not deny the possibility of a talent along these lines in our churches, but this 

shouldn’t move us to compose our own “private” songs of praise.  And they would be private 

indeed!  This certainly would be a very dangerous venture.  The Hollanders, with exceptions, 

were never known to be hymn-writers.  I believe a study of hymnology will show the peace-

loving Anglo-Saxons were gifted along these lines.  This unique talent was theirs; we don’t have 

everything. 

What will happen?  I suppose each of us has his hopes…his fears…and his desire:  to 

sing the praises of ZION. 
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