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We are all acquainted with the parable of the prodigal son, as recorded in Luke 15:11-32. 

We know that the younger son grew restless in father’s house, was lured by the world 

round about him, wanted to venture out, to be on his own and to do as he pleased. 

We also know that he asked his father:  “Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth 

to me.”  And that his father divided unto him and to his brother “his living,” so that he went to a 

far country where he “wasted all his substance with riotous living.”  

What usually comes to mind when we read this is a member of the church, who is 

unhappy in the church, is drawn into the world, where he indulges in the revelries of “wine, 

women and song.”  He may become a drunk, or a drug addict.  He may “live in” with a woman 

for a time, may even become a victim of Aids.  His money soon is spent, his fair weather friends 

forsake him, so that he ends up as a lone derelict, searching garbage cans for food and sleeping 

out on the sidewalk. 

Now there is no doubt but that the parable refers to such extreme instances of 

delinquency and to a heart-felt repentance as he is drawn by the love of God back to the church. 

But is that all that the parable has to say to us?  Does it in no way refer to you and to me?  

Have we possibly overlooked something when we read about Father’s goods which he divided 

among his two sons? 

In its spiritual application, what does “those goods” refer to?  To money?  That comes 

first to mind, but that can hardly be.  Does it refer to the future inheritance in the heavens?  That 

does not fit either.  The text tells us that the younger son asked for “the portion of good that 

falleth to me.”  This is later referred to as “his living” (verse 12) and “his substance” (verse 13).  

This refers therefore to his livelihood, his means of existence, his daily bread. 

Applying that to the spiritual means of existence for us as members of God’s church, 

these “goods” refer to the means of grace, the preaching of the Word and the sacraments, and the 

accompanying communion of saints.  These make up our daily bread from a spiritual point of 

view, even as Scripture teaches, for “man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  (Deut. 3:3; Matt. 4:4) 

We ask ourselves:  Was it wrong for the younger son to ask this from his father?  The 

answer is, Evidently not, for the father readily gives to him his portion of the goods, and to his 

brother also.  The wrong enters in when he wastes his substance in riotous living. 

There comes a time in the early years of our lives that we do take upon ourselves the 

responsibility of making proper use of the means of grace.  One might speak of doing that when 

we make confession of our faith publicly before the congregation, or when we neglect to do so 

by seeking other interests. 

This brings the parable very close to home with its spiritual impact upon every one of us.  

The preaching of the Word and the sacraments serve a very important purpose in our lives.  It is 

through these means of grace that we “become partakers of Christ and of all His benefits.”  For 

Christ is the true Bread which came down from heaven, which, if a man eat, he shall live forever.  

(John 6:51) 

We do not attend church on Sunday to hear a certain preacher.  To hear people talk, one 

would think that that was all there is to it.  But a true minister is an ambassador of Jesus Christ.  



He preaches the Scriptures, proclaiming Christ crucified and risen, the Lord of glory, who 

blesses us through the ministry of the Word with every spiritual blessing for time and for 

eternity. 

Therefore it can also be said that in the Lord’s Supper we eat Christ’s flesh and drink 

Christ’s blood.  For spiritually Christ’s flesh is meat indeed and His blood is drink indeed.  As 

Christ says:  “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in Him.”  

(John 6:55, 56) 

That makes catechism classes and young people’s meetings so important for the covenant 

youth of the church.  Along with the preaching of the Word, the sacraments and the fellowship of 

the saints they serve to prepare us for our place and calling in God’s church for the rest of our 

lives.  They equip us with spiritual strength to serve God in whatever situation or calling He may 

place us.  If we fail here, we are bound to suffer as spiritual weaklings all the rest of our lives.  

What is lost can never be retrieved. 

In the parable the younger son is not happy in Father’s house.  He goes to church on 

Sunday because this is expected of him.  He actually does not enjoy sitting in church.  The 

singing has no appeal, the prayers especially are too long, the sermon is uninteresting, even 

boring.  His thoughts wander back to the pleasures of the week.  They are so much more 

appealing to him than anything the church can offer. 

Not only are the sermons a bore to him, but also the catechism classes are dry and 

meaningless.  Most of the time the minister talks over his head and again his only satisfaction in 

being there is that he can allow his thoughts to wander to the far more pleasant affairs of daily 

life. 

After all, his chief interest is to get out of life all that satisfies the flesh.  The music on the 

radio, the programs on the TV, the movies and the dance have far more appeal than reading the 

Bible, or even spending his time in prayer.  Prayer is convenient only in time of trouble. 

The question is:  When the responsibility is laid upon us, what do we do with Father’s 

goods?  We profess to be children of God, brought up and having our home in the church.  God 

richly supplies us with daily Bread, our daily sustenance, in a spiritual sense.  But is there 

possibly something wrong with our appetite? Have we developed the wrong appetite?  Have we 

built up a wrong set of priorities?  Do we allow the flesh to reign over the spirit, allowing carnal 

lusts to undermine our spiritual life?  Have we chosen wrong companions as our friends? 

Have we failed to develop a spiritual appetite for the things that are of primary 

importance in our lives?  Do we fail to listen when God speaks to us through His Word?  Have 

we allowed our prayer life to suffer, so that our prayers have become mere repetitions and 

formalities? 

Is it time, high time that we repent and return to the Lord, lest He give us over to our 

sins?  Sin is such a cruel monster.  When he takes hold of us he holds us in his bondage, leading 

us from sin to ever greater sins. 

The prodigal son ended up at the swine trough, wrestling with the pigs for his daily bread.  

How horrible for a professing Christian to lose himself in eating and drinking the slop of the 

swine of this world, the lustful TV programs, the corrupt, passionate novels, the devastating 

music; in one word, that we end up in the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 

life. 

What horrible memories of sin and its misery remain with many who turn to the Lord, 

drawn by His grace, only after having experienced the depths of Satan! 



The wonder for us is that Father’s love never changes.  He never casts away His children, 

but always draws them back to Himself.  Aware of this we confess:  It is of the Lord’s mercies 

that we are not consumed! 
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