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Fifty year ago this October, the words on the front cover appeared in the October 1 issue 

of the Standard Bearer.  The words are the speech given by Rev. H. Hoeksema to the Second 

Annual Convention of the Protestant Reformed Young People’s Federation.  Why the reprint 

from the Standard Bearer?  I have three reasons.  First, historically, the Beacon Lights magazine 

did not exist until about two years later in 1942.  Until that time the convention addresses were 

printed in the Standard Bearer.  I plan to put the third annual convention address, which also 

appeared in the Standard Bearer, in next year’s October issue because it will also be fifty years 

old.  Secondly, Rev. H. Hoeksema was one of the early leaders of our Protestant Reformed 

Churches who guided our youth in the way of the Reformed truth.  Thirdly, an energetic 

Reformed elder from South Holland, Mr. Ed Stowie, sent me copies of these speeches and 

suggested they be put in the Beacon Lights.  Thank you, Mr. Stowie, for opening our Beacon 

Lights eyes to golden nuggets of wisdom from the past. 

As a fourth grade teacher, I am always amazed at the profound statements made by 

covenant children.  To the question, “How do you know that God created the heavens and earth 

in six days,” came the answer, “By faith!”  According to Prof. Janssen this would not be a good 

enough answer.  Read Prof. Hanko’s series on “To Lose the Battle and Win the War:  Chapter III 

– The Issues in the Battle (2)” to find out how mistaken you can become if you do not believe 

Genesis 1 & 2 by faith. 

Rev. Lubbers finishes his interesting series of articles on “The Biblical Teaching on 

‘Sympathy’.”  This month, Rev. Lubbers concentrates on the practical experiential level of 

sympathy as one of God’s young people.  Thank you, Rev. Lubbers for providing many 

encouraging truths about having sympathy toward one another even as Christ has shown us. 

The editorial for this issue is “Satan’s Conspiracy for the Heart,” by Bruce Miedema.  

You might wonder sometimes why the devil tries to fight against God’s people to overthrow 

them even when we know that God preserves us eternally as His people.  Bruce answers this 

question and shows us how the devil is using the church to today to do his bidding. 

Solomon searched for the meaning of life apart from God in four ways and found it to be 

vexing and of no profit.  What were those four ways?  Mrs. Brands provides us with an answer in 

Letter # 7 Ecclesiastes 2:1-23, “Solomon’s Search for Meaning without God.” 

Lora, our faithful Church News editor has provided us with news through September of 

this year.  We will be considering ways in which to expand the church news to include 

information from overseas.  If you have any ideas on how to do this write to:  Beacon Lights, 

Attention Lora Bouwkamp, P.O. Box 375, Jenison, MI 49428-0375. 

Do you eat the wrong food?  Is your appetite for foods you shouldn’t eat stronger than 

your appetite for proper foods?  Do you eat at the swine trough, wrestling with the pigs?  Rev. C. 

Hanko often has a unique way of showing us the doctrinal meaning to passages of scripture.  

“Father’s Goods,” which is an explanation to the parable of the prodigal son, gives 

encouragement to all of us to be faithful in serving God. 

Down Under Presbyterianism is not a new church starting up in Presbyterian circles.  

“Down Under Presbyterianism” is a short history of Presbyterianism in Australia written by 

Daniel Kleyn who used to live “down under,” but now lives in the Grand Rapids area because he 

married an “up over” lassie.  The staff asked Daniel to trace the history of the 



Presbyterian/Scottish Reformation in Australia to the formation of the Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church of Australia as we know it today.  Thank you, Daniel, for keeping us in tune with the 

history of the Reformation through the Presbyterian churches. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Nothing is less tolerable than when God’s truth is turned into a lie, because this is like reducing 

Him to nothing.  God is truth; if, therefore, that is abolished, what else will remain behind?  God 

will be as it were, a dead scepter.” 

- John Calvin (on Ezek. 13) 
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