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Billy was a little tot of 4 years old. His mother was busily working in the kitchen as he 

contentedly sat in his favorite chair in the den. He sat very still for he knew mother would chase 

him out if she discovered his presence. As he sat there, his eyes lit upon the cigarette stand. 

There were all the cigarettes in neat file arrangement, and behold, a box of matches. What an 

idea! Carefully he reached over the arm of the big chair and settled down to a new adventure. 

How strange the smell, what a smooth feeling. Billy struck the match, and put the cigarette in his 

mouth. He blew and blew, but it wouldn’t light. Before long the fire reached his fingers, and in 

fright he dropped the match and jumped from the chair. Screaming he ran to mama and quickly 

she tore to the scene. The fire was small, but nevertheless it ruined the chair. In dismay she asked 

Billy, “Why did you do this?” Billy still whimpering from fright replied, “Daddy does.” Children 

are not the only ones who imitate. Young people, adults, and the aged as well act as others do. 

No one wants to be unique in his action. We all find it easiest to go along with the crowd and act 

like the rest of the gang. Rugged individualism was alright for the pioneers, but we young people 

of the twentieth century don’t care to be a “wall flower.” What does it mean to imitate? To 

imitate means to act like someone else. The Greek verb from which our English verb “mimic” is 

derived portrays to us the idea of imitation. Greek drama is notorious for its productions of skill 

and accuracy. The actors would entail great pains in producing the effect of a living resemblance 

of those whom they acted. From this setting we can conclude that imitation consists of doing 

one’s all to appear like the one we imitate. It consists of sincerity and diligence, of constant 

association with those whom we imitate, and a willingness to deny oneself in the stead of the one 

imitated. 

You may well ask, what has this to do with me? We are all imitators, so what? Permit me 

to quote from Scripture, Ephesians 5:1, “Be ye imitators of God as dear children.” This imitation, 

as the highest calling of every child of God, should stimulate our thoughts and cause every one 

of us to shudder. Imitation of God? How is it possible? 

But there is more. I Corinthians 11:1, "Be ye imitators of me even as I also am of Christ.” 

Here we have a two-fold imitation revealed, first of Christ, second of Paul. We are exhorted 

further in I Peter 3:13, “Who is he that will harm you if you be imitators of that which is good?” 

Therefore we are commanded in Scripture to be imitators of God, of Christ, of the saints, of that 

which is good. Negatively, it excludes all which would hinder us from the fullest imitation of 

that which is good. It includes the truth that God has revealed unto us. It includes walking 

according to the new man which is after Christ Jesus. This walk is comprised of a sincere and 

diligent desire to walk according to the precepts of God, the example of Christ our Savior, and 

the struggle of every born again saint throughout the ages. It includes an earnest attempt to know 

the ones whom we imitate. We need but look into our own sinful self to see how worthless we 

are to try to imitate. We cannot imitate of ourselves, for of ourselves we are one with the world 

and imitate mammon. But God sent His Son to die for us that through the power of His 

atonement we might have salvation, through His resurrection we are justified, and ascending into 

heaven he sent forth His Spirit so that we might have the greatest power of all times: the power 

of God Himself. With His Spirit we are more than conquerors. We now have the power to 

imitate and reflect the good which is in us. We have the power to walk as Christ has walked. Oh, 

not perfectly, for we still are in our body of this death, but in principle. With this power of God 



unto salvation, we can with sincere desire seek to follow Christ and His church. This means that 

we are different from all those who walk according to the flesh. Since we do not imitate the 

world, but Christ, we can’t possibly act like them. Both the world and Christ cannot be served for 

it is written in Luke 16:13, ‘‘Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Our imitation is unique. Many 

of our neighbors do not have this power, hence they walk after the imitation of mammon. We 

need but bring to mind the influence of Hollywood on our own culture; style of clothes, manners 

of wearing hair, immoralities, and base deceits. Not only Hollywood, but also our neighbors, 

friends, and associates, all influence our culture. Every day we live in this culture which is a 

composite of motives which seek to annul the very possibility of the existence of God. Men seek 

to boast of their ability to prove that the Bible is foolishness. In this milieu it is significant for us 

to stand guard against these devilish philosophies and by God’s grace stand firm on the 

Revelation of God and thus be faithful imitators of Him. 

This consecrated life of the antithesis demands a life of prayer. How important it is for us 

to live in close communion with Him whom we imitate. While daily talking with Him, we 

receive strength to continue in this battle. With this strength we may have the assurance that our 

imitation is a fruit of the work that He has wrought in us, and with His grace we also bring a 

testimony to the world that we have been with Jesus. You cannot have that inner work of the 

Spirit without the external evidence of imitation. “Faith without works is dead.” 
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