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“Three Gates of Gold” 

By Beth Day 

“If you are tempted to reveal 

A tale to you someone has told 

About another, make it pass 

Before you speak, three gates of gold; 

These narrow gates, First “Is it true?" 

Then, “Is it needful?" In your mind 

Give truthful answer. And the next 

Is last and narrowest, "Is it kind?”” 

 

One of the commonest, yet most easily overlooked forms of sin is gossip. It takes many 

forms and manifests itself in many ways even in the church. In Webster’s dictionary, gossip is 

defined as a groundless rumor. Yet under the general topic of gossip one might discuss such 

closely related sins as backbiting, and perhaps, even slander. Backbiting is defined by Webster as 

speaking evil of an absent person, while slander refers to a false report given with intent to 

damage a person’s reputation. 

It is entirely possible that information passed on in idle gossip is true. Some persons even 

try to justify their gossiping by saying, “Well, it’s true,” or “I know it to be a fact.” Such persons 

might later admit, as so often is the case, that it was only half the story; but nevertheless, true! 

No, the truth of a statement does not justify its being used as gossip. 

It often proves quite interesting and “informative” to sit and listen to people talking over 

their coffee cups — or to eavesdrop while riding the bus — or to get in on the latest during 

recess time at a society meeting. The subject of conversation turns easily from things to people. 

People love to talk about people! And if many of the conversations to which we have listened or 

joined in, could be played back, I am sure we would be shocked to find how little good was said 

about the person under discussion, how little was said in love and in kindness and in lowliness of 

heart, and how much was said in envy and judgment, in criticism and complaint. 

Perhaps we are trying to put forth in honest effort to break ourselves of the habit of 

talking about others. We find that after we have been visiting and conversing freely on every 

topic, we have a vague uneasy feeling that some unfounded untruths or some unnecessary half-

truths have slipped from our mouths. This is our conscience speaking to us. We determine that 

next time we shall be more on guard. 

We also should be aware of the fact that almost unconsciously our bias against a person 

influences the way we speak and think about him. And it is easy in such a case to pick out of the 

conversation just those statements which conform to our own petty picture of the person 

involved. It is easy for us to believe the things which we hear about a person if those things 

conform to the picture we already have of him. 

Our growth as Christians should enable us to catch ourselves at such moments and with 

increasing awareness to discern such errors in our own ideas and statements, and in those of 

others. 

The Bible speaks in several places of gossip. Ps. 34:13 warns us of the perverseness of 



the tongue, “Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.” James repeatedly 

warns us: “The tongue is a fire! a restless evil, full of deadly poison.” 

In conclusion we call attention to the words of our Lord in Matt. 22:37-39 where in 

replying to the Pharisee, He summarizes the law. “Thou shalt love he Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment And 

the second is like unto it, Thou shall love thy neighbour as thyself.” Here we see, as Paul also 

writes in Romans 13 :10, “That love is the fulfillment of the law.” 

If, the fulfillment of the law is love for God and love for the neighbor, let us take care to 

guide our speech by the light of this precept. Gossip certainly does not proceed out of love. 

Therefore, it would be well, if in our daily life, we remember those three Gates of Gold, “Is it 

true? Is it needful? Is it kind?” 
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