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“The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth his handiwork.” So 

spoke the sweet-singer of Israel many years now gone by. He undoubtedly composed those 

words of the 19th Psalm either as he lay under the star-studded heavens of Judea or as he sat in 

retrospect and thought about the meaning of the creation of God and magnified God for His great 

creation in which he reveals Himself so powerfully and magnificently. 

Who of us has not stood out at night and scanned the heavens trying to locate with our 

meager but believing astronomical knowledge, some of the galaxies, and other principle bodies 

of the heaven and has not exclaimed with the Psalmist that the heavens do declare the glory of 

God. 

Many theories have been advanced concerning the origin of the world and the universe 

by those who do not want to believe the record of sacred history, that God created everything in 

six days and that when he was finished he saw all that he had made and behold it was very good. 

But we believe and are indeed thankful that God has put into our hearts the will to believe that all 

things are His and that He has made them with his own inscrutable power and majesty. Therefore 

all things reflect his handiwork and we return all praise to God who made them. 

The term astronomy is derived from the Greek astron which when defined means a star 

and from nomos, a Greek form, meaning a law or a rule. It is the science which treats the 

celestial bodies, their nature, magnitudes, motions, distances, and periods of revolution. 

In contrast to astronomy there is the pseudo-science (false science) which also is a word 

derived from the Greek. This "science” is astrology. Astrology is a Greek word which consists of 

astron, a star, and logos, a theory or discourse. This is the pseudo-science which pretends to 

enable men to discover the effects and the influences of the heavenly bodies on human and other 

mundane affairs and to foretell the future. 

Note :—(I do not want my readers to conclude from this that I believe that God never 

foretold and announced special events by celestial wonders. There are several events in the Bible 

which teach that God did announce these events by signs in the heavens. The Star in the East is 

just one of these well-known events. I simply mean to state that all events cannot be foretold by 

man through the means of some astrological [magical] wizardry.) 

The sun, the other stars, and all the other heavenly bodies are in an enormous vacuum 

called space. The extent of space is too great to be comprehended by the human mind. It is 

undoubtedly as impossible to comprehend the greatness of space as it is to comprehend the 

greatness of our God who upholds all things. (See Psalm 103:11, 12) 

A few facts, however, may help us to understand the immensity of space. Astronomers 

estimate that if an express train would leave the sun and would travel without stopping toward 

the planet nearest the sun, Mercury, it could not reach Mercury for nearly seventy years. We can 

also arrive at some conception of the enormous distance in space in another way. Light travels at 

the immense speed of 186,000 miles per second. It therefore travels fast enough to go around the 

world at the equator more than seven times in one second. Astronomers estimate that it takes the 

light and heat from our sun about eight minutes to travel from the sun to the earth. Therefore the 

sun is estimated to be about 93,000,000 miles away from the earth. The star nearest the earth, 

Alpha Centauri, is about 4 light years away. A light year is the distance light can travel in one 

year at the rate of 186,000 miles per second. 



Astronomers believe that our sun belongs to a galaxy of stars known as the Milky Way. 

We have all seen the Milky Way on a clear night when the moon was not shining. It appeared as 

a broad band of dim light stretching across the heavens. Astronomers speak often of the stars and 

the sun synonymously but the scriptures, of course, do not speak this language. They present 

God’s creation with the earth as the center of the universe and that God created the sun to rule 

the day and the stars and the moon as the lesser lights to rule the night. It must be remembered in 

this respect that the moon and the stars are very much different. The moon is a non-luminous 

body (satelite) of the earth which reflects the light that it receives from the sun toward the earth. 

The stars are luminous bodies and do not depend on the sun for their light but shed light like the 

sun does. 

The great English scientist Newton is famous for many things and among these many 

things he is also famous for the discovery that motion in the heavens is due to gravitational 

attraction. Just as the earth attracts by gravity all bodies on or near it so the heavenly bodies 

attract each other. All the stars in the Galaxy are moving in response to the gravitation of other 

stars in the group. They are traveling in various directions somewhat like a swarm of insects. 

What is the solar system? 

The solar system consists of the sun and all the heavenly bodies of various kinds that 

revolve around it. It was once believed, as we all know and as I have already mentioned, that not 

the sun was the center of the solar system but that the earth was the center of the solar system. 

This would mean that the sun revolved around the earth once every 365-1/4 days. It was 

Copernicus, a great Polish astronomer, who theorized in the 15th century that not the earth was 

the center of the universe but that sun was the center of the solar system. Ptolemy was the 

astronomer who had advanced the theory that the earth was the center of the universe. This 

seems to be implied in the writings of Moses in Genesis but we wish to believe with Calvin as 

follows: “Moses wrote in the popular style which without instruction, all ordinary persons 

endowed with common sense are able to understand . . . He does not call us up to heaven; but 

only proposes the things that lie open before our eyes.” 

Some of the heavenly bodies that revolve around the sun are the nine planets, their 

satellites (moons), the asteroids, sometimes called planetoids, the meteors and meteorites, and 

the comets. Each of these heavenly bodies revolves around the sun in its own set orbit. 

It is a fact that God causes all these heavenly bodies to remain in their own orbits. He did 

not create the world and then leave it to run by itself as the Deists believe. He created the world 

and still continues to control all things. But God also created certain laws which man can find out 

and using these laws God directs the affairs of his great universe. One of these laws is the law of 

centrifugal force and another is the law of gravitation attraction. These laws God uses to keep the 

bodies of the solar system in their orbits. As the planet whirls it has centrifugal force much like a 

heavy object on the end of a string. If the planet were only affected by its centrifugal force, 

however, it would fly off into space. The balancing factor is the tremendous gravitational 

attraction of the sun. If the sun exerted gravitational attraction and there were no centrifugal 

force then of course the planets would be drawn into the sun. But because the centrifugal force of 

the whirling planets is balanced by the gravitational attraction of the sun therefore the bodies in 

the solar system remain in their orbits. 

 

“The heavens in their splendor declare  

The might and the glory of God; 

For day unto day speaks his praise, 



And night tells His wisdom abroad. 

 

They speak not with audible word, 

Yet clear is the message they send;  

Their witness goes out through the earth,  

Their word to the world’s farthest end.” 

 

(To be continued) 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 17 No 2 March 1957 


