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Evangelism means different things to people of the present era of the church. To the 

Roman Catholic, evangelism means the extension of the Romish church to many lands and has 

as its objective the aggrandizement of the hierarchy and the enlargement of the number of “the 

faithful.” The means used to accomplish this end may vary widely and include the use of military 

force as in Middle Ages when whole armies and populations were baptized into the Church. 

Included also as a means to evangelism was the forming of priestly orders within the church such 

as the Jesuits who traveled far and wide on every continent making converts to the Roman 

church. 

In our country, the popular idea of evangelism in Protestant churches is very different. 

The objective is not always the same. In some cases it is a movement to bring children into the 

established church and accomplish their baptism. This type of evangelism is very common in the 

slum areas of our large cities and is fostered particularly by the Protestant churches of English 

origin, notably the Episcopal Church. This practice finds its doctrinal basis in the view of that 

church concerning the baptism of children and the efficacy of that baptism. 

Another objective of evangelism sometimes takes on the appearance of a “pep rally.” A 

certain church and its pastor may decide that the life of the church is such that it needs to be 

stirred up and made more active. Arrangements are made for some itinerant “evangelist” to 

speak for a series of meetings. The speaker arrives at the church, his coming having received the 

widest publicity from the pulpit, in the church bulletin, in the public press and often including 

radio and TV announcements. He is often accompanied by a group of musicians to support his 

meetings. The actual message at the meetings is often accompanied by a song service which 

serves to “warm up” the crowd. The songs are buoyant in character but superficial in content and 

often are very sentimental and emotional in quality. The “evangelist” speaks and as often as not, 

his message is primarily an appeal to “get saved.” He may embellish the message with a 

discourse on hell or heaven and he may tell some funny stories which border on the sacrilegious, 

or he may hold forth on some favorite views of his particular brand of dispensationalism. The 

idea of this type of so-called evangelism is to “win souls for Christ” and pep up the local church, 

and its success is reckoned in the number of converts and the degree of emotion evoked in the 

members. 

To us who hold the Reformed faith, evangelism means the Scriptural preaching of the 

Gospel. That implies, first of all, that the preaching is done by ordained ministers of the Word of 

God. It is the calling of the church to see to it that only the truth is preached through faithful 

ministers. Secondly, the content of the preaching is the message from God that He fully and 

completely saves to the uttermost those whom He has chosen in Christ. Thus the true evangelist 

brings the message of the mercy and love of God for a people who are saved by the way of the 

Cross and the resurrection of our Lord. We then hear from the true evangelist a God-centered 

message of salvation. This preaching is not man centered and its effectiveness is not measured by 

the number of converts. Its effectiveness is really gauged by its conformity to the teaching of 

Scripture. 

The reaction of the hearers to the preaching of the Gospel is an indication of the purity of 

the preaching. The reaction is two-fold: the believers are quickened and rejoice and the 

unbelievers reject the Word and hate the preacher and his message. A notable example is the 



ministry of our Lord Himself. In Luke 4 we find Jesus preaching in his home town of Nazareth 

and the literally quoted the Gospel as it is found in Isaiah in authoritative fashion, and the net 

result was that this townsfolk wanted to throw him from a cliff. 

Also, in modern times we see the fulfilment of the word of Christ, “They have hated Me 

and they will also hate you.” It is only about one hundred years ago that the first Christian 

missionaries who were of Reformed persuasion came to Korea to preach the Gospel. They were 

three in number and in a short time all were martyred in a brutal slaughter. Yet the true believers 

were there also and the fruit of these evangelists is that today the Presbyterian church has 

flourished in Korea as nowhere else in Asia. 

Indeed, we believe in evangelism, true evangelism. For we know that Christ gathers His 

church out of all nations, kindreds and tongues and from the four corners of the earth. That is His 

work. The duty which He has laid upon us as church institute in the world is to be faithful to the 

message which we have heard from the beginning. “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ 

is horn of God," I John 5:1. This is true evangelism. May we be faithful to proclaim it in word 

and in deed. 
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