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The Federation Board has suggested to your Bible Outlines editor that he suspend writing 

any outlines for some months, due to the fact that most of the societies were far behind in their 

treatment of the Book of Acts. The Board also suggested that an article be written to suggest a 

remedy for this situation. The undersigned acquiesced in both matters. Here is the article. 

First of all, let me inform you that it is now up to the Board to decide when Bible 

Outlines shall again appear in Beacon Lights. Hence, it is up to the various societies to inform 

the Board when they are getting caught up on the outlines. Otherwise the latter end may be worse 

than the former, and the societies will be getting ahead of the outlines. Hence, when you get 

within a chapter of being caught up, you had better let the Board know. 

Secondly, the societies should also know that your Bible Outlines editor has informed the 

Board that he can no longer be held to the time limit of three years in finishing the Book of Acts. 

We were already progressing slowly this year, — and had, in fact, eliminated the January 

outlines without word from the Board, — because the societies were behind. But with this added 

delay, it will, of course, be impossible to be two-thirds finished with the Book of Acts this year, 

and will also be impossible to finish the Book next year, D.V. I wish to make special note of this 

because of the criticism that was voiced on this very matter at the last convention. 

Now what about a remedy? 

Personally, I think the easiest remedy, and perhaps the best, is the one which the Board 

suggests, namely, to publish the outlines at a slower pace. I can see no good reason why a certain 

book must be finished in three years if it can profitably be discussed in four years. And I take it 

for granted that when a society goes slowly, it does so for the reason that it considers its 

discussions profitable. And why rush through a book and perhaps skim the surface? And 

therefore I would earnestly suggest to all societies that they take their time in Bible discussion. 

If, however, you desire to make faster progress than you have been making, I would 

suggest the following: 

1. The speed of your progress is to large extent up to yourselves. If you desire to go into 

less detail than the Beacon Lights outlines do, you yourselves can control that. If you want more 

detail, you can add as many questions as you wish. However, I believe, — and I think I speak 

from experience, — the amount of preparation which you make before you come to society has 

much to do with the speed of your discussion. I can well understand that if you have answered 

none of the questions raised by the outlines for yourselves, in your private study and preparation, 

your discussions will be slow, yea, well-nigh dead. But if you prepare thoroughly, the relatively 

simple and leading questions and the questions that have to do with mere fact, you will have 

answered before you come to society. And then in your society meetings you can busy 

yourselves with questions as to the significance of the facts and with more difficult questions 

and. problems of a given passage. 

2. The chairman of the meeting has much to do with controlling the speed of the 

discussion. He can speed it up or slow it down. He can guide the discussion, formulate the 

question under discussion, limit and define a question, keep the discussion to the point, etc. 

3. If you really want to make progress, — probably even at the expense of benefit, — 

you may decide that the discussion on a certain passage will be limited to one society meeting, 

regardless of whether you finish the passage or not. But as I say, this may force you to make 



haste at the risk of not receiving the full benefit of the passage discussed. 

This is all I can suggest. I may probably add that in our South Holland Society we are 

less than two chapters behind the Beacon Lights. It is true, of course, that we meet almost all 

summer. But it must also be remembered that our discussion period is usually limited to about 

thirty minutes. 

Perhaps others have more suggestions. 
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