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Coming from Holland, Mich., one evening this winter, the roads were very slippery. A 

friend and I noticed a lady who had very nicely manipulated her Ford into the ditch. At first, I 

laughed a little and was ready to continue on my merry way home. My buddy said, instead, 

“Let’s help her out Jim.” 

Immediately I pulled the car off the road and then backed up to the car in the ditch. Soon, 

when people spotted my stopped car, we had sufficient help to push the lady’s car back on to the 

road. 

Is your charity aggressive or do you wait until you are called upon to show your charity? 

Would you have driven on like I would have, or, would you be the first to suggest giving aid to a 

person in distress. 

If your neighbor was sick, (let’s say you had a neighbor of another nationality; maybe 

one who is not quite as clean a housekeeper as you are) would you volunteer your help, first of 

all to make the sick person comfortable and then to help clean the house? Maybe your neighbor 

is not the nicest person to get along with — using foul language or having an evil temper. There 

could be many reasons for not getting along very well with your neighbor, but would you offer 

your help? Or would you wait until you were asked. Would you purposely stay out of their way, 

so they can’t ask you for any help? 

I ask again: is your charity aggressive or do you wait until you are called on to give help? 

Charity brings to mind the story of the Good Samaritan. Putting the story in a modern 

situation, wouldn’t this he the idea of the parable? 

A man and his wife were riding along in their car when suddenly a tire blew out, 

throwing the car out of control and into a large tree — at approximately 45 miles per hour. The 

crash injured both very seriously. The first car at the scene of the crash contained some very rich 

people, riding in an expensive car and dressed in their best clothes. Seeing the accident, they 

stopped and looked at it from the car and quickly drove on. Immediately another car pulled up, 

which contained a lawyer and his wife. They too stayed right in the car, because they did not 

want to become involved in any questions. After all, they had a dinner engagement with the 

judge of the circuit court of that district, and they certainly could not detain themselves long 

enough to help some poor stranger who got hurt in an accident. 

Just as quickly another car pulled up. This happened to be a Negro couple with their 

children. As soon as the car is stopped, the door swung open, and the man ran over to the 

smashed car. He took one look and ripped open the smashed door on the driver's side. Very 

carefully he lifted the man out from behind the bent steering wheel. His wife quickly unfolded a 

blanket and wrapped the injured man in it. 

Quickly the colored man returned to the wreck and painlessly removed the unconscious 

lady lying in a heap on the floor of the smashed car. 

As soon as the injured couple was taken care of properly, the colored man ran back to his 

car and immediately raced away to contact medical authorities. Quite naturally other cars and 

people had stopped, some directing traffic, others just standing around and talking about the 

accident. The first two cars had left some minutes before, saying and doing nothing. 

Minutes later the negro returned, having called an ambulance, and having spent his last 

bit of money to buy bandages for the injured. His wife quickly bandaged the wounds to stop the 



flow of blood and to keep infection from setting in. 

Soon the ambulance arrived to aid the injured people. The police too had arrived and 

began directing traffic and moving the people on. 

Quietly the colored family entered their car and drove away, receiving no compliment nor 

expecting any. 

Would you have given unselfishly of yourself to help those people, or would you have 

stood around and waited till you were called on to help? “Sure,” you say, “I would help.” I ask, 

“Even if you had god clothes on, or it meant that you would be late for a date or basketball 

game?” Wouldn't it be much easier to say, “Come on or we will be late?”  

Another thing! Where were we as Protestant Reformed Churches when the tornado struck 

Hudsonville and the surrounding area of Grand Rapids? Did we have first aid service and 

canteens in the stricken area? Did we have clothing centers and places where the stricken people 

could live when their own houses were demolished? 

Instead, we find that the Salvation Army and a little known religious group from as far 

away as Indiana came and stayed, till long after they were needed, to give help. 

What is the idea of charity? 

First of all it is God’s love to man. This is perfect charity. Secondly it’s man’s love to 

God and his neighbor. With this charity we deal in this article. Charity means more than giving 

alms, it also means giving service. It means more than merely setting up services for the poor or 

for those involved in accidents or storms. 

Charity is in itself a testimony. Not just a testimony of our compassion, but of our faith 

and love of God. We don't show charity by our compassion, but by owing that the new life of 

Christ exists in us. It is giving service instead of just funds. 

This is not only true after someone is in trouble, but we should seek to be charitable to 

our neighbor before he is in trouble. Show the person what his actions or deeds lead to and point 

the way that he should go. Then you show true charity. Then you show the person the way of 

peace and truth and do more than if you should try and help after the person is in trouble. 

Take heed! Is your charity aggressive or do you wait till you are called on? Do you seek 

to give a testimony to your neighbors, and associates? If you don’t, you do not show true charity. 

Do you listen to evil tales and rumors about others? If you do, you are guilty of backbiting and 

do not show true charity. From now on let us show that we not only have the truth as far as 

doctrine is concerned, but also show it in our lives with true charity. 
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