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 At present, there is one student in our Theological School. When there is such a small 

student body, then we have the unusual situation that follows, of having more professors and 

instructors, than we have students. Add to this number of teachers the eight members of the 

Theological School committee, and we have a total force of eleven men whose care is our one 

theological student. On this basis, it may be argued that this student will be the best trained 

student for the ministry than we have had in years. How can it be otherwise? 

 It must not be thought that our school will come to an end when this student graduates, 

for the want of any future students for the theological school. There are four men, at present, 

either at high school or at college, who plan to enter the theological school when they have 

completed their preparatory studies. One man will enter the school, the Lord willing, in 

September, 1957. These student prospects, though few in number, indicate two facts: 

 1. that the Lord will ever provide His church with a ministry, and 

 2. that our student body will continue to be small, for several years to come. 

In all this, let us not forget the prayer, that the Lord establish His Word. 

 With a glance at the present situation that involves our school and its student body, this 

article is written. It seeks to encourage young men to study for the sacred ministry. There should 

be many more men who desire to study for the ministry, and plan to enter our school in order to 

prepare for future usefulness in the Lord’s vineyard. How great a cause for rejoicing is the fact 

that God leads a young man to study for the ministry. It is really the crowning result in lives that 

have enjoyed parental care, catechism instruction, Sunday School, and steady tuition from the 

pulpit. 

 The Bible reveals that God chooses His people to salvation, through sanctification of the 

Spirit, and belief of the truth. The truth then must be taught, in order to arouse the conscience, 

enlighten the understanding, and subdue the will. Through a gradual process of the pouring of 

the truth into the mind and heart of those who hear the Word proclaimed, souls are renewed and 

made new creations in Christ Jesus. From this number, God calls a young man to proclaim the 

truth, as it is in Jesus, to others. He who is called cannot but proclaim the things that he has both 

seen and heard. Perhaps, among the young men who read this article, there is one whom God 

calls through His Word and Spirit, to proclaim the riches of Christ to poor lost sinners. It is only 

to these – not to the proud and haughty, and the self-satisfied – that the Gospel of salvation is 

preached. Not the haughty long for the word of reconciliation, but the humble. Will you be one 

who will bring this message of life to meek and hungry souls? 

 It is clear, then, how wise is the appointment of pastors, as a means to the conversion of 

sinners. The faithful pastor preaches the truth with all the variety and skillful adaptation which 

the different needs and varying conditions of his hearers require. He unfolds the claims of the 

Law; he describes the ruined state of the soul; he dwells on the beauty and loveliness of God; he 

announces the wrath of God against sin. Above all else, he exalts the unutterable love of God, 

which speaks of the sufferings and death of the Son of God in behalf of guilty sinners. Will you 

be one of these? 

 Nor is this all. He tries every argument that he can use and makes his touching appeals to 

the heart and the conscience of his auditors. Further, he recalls fugitive attention to neglected 

truths, and renews and deepens spiritual impressions by repetition of line upon line and precept 



upon precept. He reproves, rebukes, and exhorts, with all long-suffering and doctrine. Such 

methods as these that the preacher uses in the service of the Gospel, means that he who so serves 

must be well trained. Hence our Seminary has its proper place in the preparation of preachers. It 

is both a necessity, and a blessing. Will you plan to train at our school, if you want to study for 

the ministry? 

 The effect of regular and well-adapted instruction is great and beneficial to our churches, 

for him who is to prepare for the ministry, as well as for him who takes his place in the pew from 

Sabbath to Sabbath. In this way the Lord gathers His church, by the agency, in great part, of the 

pastoral office in its regular and quiet action. This is the Saviour’s plan. He hath instituted the 

office of pastor and teacher for the gathering of His Church. This Church is over the whole face 

of the globe, wherever He has provided a faithful preacher of Christ crucified – a preacher who is 

a vigilant pastor of the flock of God. Will you enlist in His service, under the banner of the Cross 

of Christ? May God so guide you and lead you into His service, if that be His will, and if you 

desire to be a minister of the Gospel. 
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