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 In our last essay we were busy watching David Turnabout as he was engaged in the 

dutiful task of preparing an essay explaining the Fifth Article of the Confession of Faith. In the 

present essay we shall bring this subject to a conclusion by briefly outlining the salient points of 

David’s finished product. 

 The subject concerning which he wrote, we recall, dealt with the dignity and authority of 

the Holy Scriptures. Under this heading the material of David’s essay was divided into two major 

sub-divisions. In the first of these, he elaborated upon the “Idea” of Scripture’s authority and in 

the second section he explained, on the basis of this article of faith, the reasons we, the church, 

receive the books of the Holy Bible as authoritative. We shall now bring out some of the things 

David wrote in his essay. 

 By “the authority of the Holy Scriptures,” David rightly understood that the Word of God 

is the Truth; the Truth as God Himself, Who cannot lie, speaks it. However men may distort and 

twist the Word of God to fit their own preconceived notions and satisfy their carnal fancy, the 

fact remains that the Bible is the objective truth. God speaks through all the secondary authors of 

Holy Writ, and this Word of God is one throughout the Bible, forming a perfect unity of truth 

without contradiction. The truth is always authoritative, that is, it has the sovereign right to 

impose itself upon all men and demands of them perfect subjection and obedience. This is the 

authority of God’s Word, notwithstanding the fact that many live in defiance of that authority 

and express in their whole walk preference to serve the lie which has no authority at all. We are 

not obligated, David went on to point out to the members of the Young People’s Society, to 

serve the lie (error) but we are duty bound to serve God according to His Word of truth. This 

makes it very important that we affiliate with the church that confesses, preaches, and lives in the 

closest harmony with that Word and we must separate ourselves from all that is contrary to this 

Divine authority. 

 Since we have mentioned the church here, David brought out further, we consider it 

important also to point out that our confession here is opposed to that of the Roman Catholic 

Church. What the latter teaches we may learn from these three quotations from the Roman 

Catholic writings: 

 1. “The plain truth which every sincere person must eventually face is the fact that you 

can accept the Bible only upon the word of the Catholic Church. The Bible truly is a Catholic 

Book, and it would not be in our possession today but for the Catholic Church.” 

 2. “On the authority of the Catholic Church alone can one be assured that the Bible 

contains the word of God; and without any warrant from the book itself, one assumes that the 

Bible only decides and contains what he is to believe.” 

 3. In regard to the question whether the Romish Bible and the Protestant Bible are in all 

respects the same, the Catholic book states: “The New Testament is usually quite the same, but 

ours contains seven more books in the Old Testament (Apocrypha).” 

 Thus we see that the Roman Catholics elevate the authority of the church above that of 

Scripture; maintain that the Bible contains the Word of God; and add to the canonical books 

those of the Apocrypha which, they claim, are also inspired. 

 Overagainst this our Reformed fathers declare that the Word of God stands by itself and 

is its own authority. The Bible does not merely contain God’s Word but it is the Word of God, 



and for this reason we do not approach the Scriptures critically to pick out parts of it to which we 

subject ourselves and to discard the rest, but we approach the Bible confessing that the whole 

Word of God is the truth; the authority to which both we individually and the church 

institutionally are to be subject. Believers accept all things contained in the Scriptures without 

any doubt. 

 Only where the Word of God is so respected can it be, as we also confess, “the 

regulation, foundation and confirmation of our faith.” Elaborating upon this part of the article, 

David pointed out in his essay that faith is regulated by God’s Word because the latter is always 

the sole criterion by which the truth and the lie are distinguished and, therefore, the guide for our 

practical life and walk in the midst of the world. Living by faith is the same as walking according 

to the truth. 

 That the Word of God is the foundation of our faith means that the only ground upon 

which faith can rest is the Scripture and that because it is the Word of GOD. And that the same 

Word is for the confirmation of faith means that faith is nourished and strengthened through the 

means of the Word. Even as our physical bodies cannot grow on stones but need bread, so faith 

cannot flourish on human error and diabolic philosophy which is the lie but it needs the living 

Word of God. 

 In the second part of his essay David devoted attention to the reasons why we receive the 

books of the Bible as holy and canonical for the regulation, foundation and confirmation of our 

faith. These reasons are expressed in our Confession. The principal reason is to be found in the 

two-fold testimony of the Holy Spirit. The secondary reason lies in the fact that the church 

receives and approves of these books. This must be taken in connection with and as related to the 

first or principal reason since the guidance of the Holy Spirit is promised to the church and under 

that guidance the church receives and approves these books. This is recognized by the believer 

who also accepts them as holy and canonical for the same Spirit that is given to the church 

dwells in the believer. Further, it may be said that through the fellowship of the church the 

individual believer is indicted into the knowledge of faith of the content of Holy Writ and as this 

knowledge of faith increases, the believer becomes more and more assured that the Scriptures are 

indeed the Word of God. It was in this connection that David inserted the practical point that 

societies in the church, such as his own Young People’s group, when properly regulated, 

faithfully attended and diligently occupied with the study of the Word of God, fill an important 

need in the church. No one who is sincerely desirous to have their life and faith regulated by the 

Word of God will lightly neglect them. 

 But we must return for a moment yet to that other reason, the two-fold testimony of the 

Holy Spirit by which we are assured that the Scriptures are the Word of God. Of course, the 

unregenerate person cares nothing for this reason because he does not have this Spirit. He does 

not know what this testimony is. To him the things of God (His Word) are always foolishness. 

He cannot know them, nor discern them for they are spiritually discerned. (I Cor. 2:14). But 

when God opens the heart as He did in the case of Lydia (Acts 16:14), we attend unto the things 

that are spoken and then we notice, firstly, that there is a testimony of the Spirit of God in the 

Scriptures themselves. If we may compare for a moment the Scriptures with all other books in 

the world, we instantly see that there is nothing like them. All that is foretold in the Scriptures 

comes to pass and this is so evident that even the blind are able to perceive it. This stems from 

the fact that they are the Word of Him Whose counsel stands and Who does all His good 

pleasure. 



 In the second place, there is the testimony of the Spirit in our hearts, the subjective 

“Testimonium Spiritus Sancti.” This testimony in the believer joins itself to the testimony of the 

Spirit in the Scriptures for it is one Spirit; and by that Spirit the believer acknowledges and bows 

before the authority of God’s Word, singing and praying: 

 

 “Teach me O Lord Thy Way of Truth 

 And from it I will not depart, 

 That I may steadfastly obey 

 Give me an understanding heart.” 
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