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Introduction: 

 It is quite evident that here we have a new section, even though the beginning of this 

section falls in the middle of the chapter we are studying. This is plain from the fact that the 19th 

verse takes us back in time to the important occasion of the martyrdom of Stephen and the 

persecution which arose in connection with it. We now follow another thread in the weaving of 

the tapestry which portrays the “things which Jesus continued to do and to teach.” It must also be 

evident in this connection that some of the events related in this section took place 

simultaneously with the events related in the preceding section. 

 While this is a new section in the narrative, we must not overlook its relation to all the 

events which took place after the death of Stephen, and which are recorded from chapter 8 

forward. In a way you find in this section concerning the evangelization work at Antioch, the 

piecing together of the various events recorded before this. The tapestry, or at least a complete 

section of the tapestry, is finished here. In it you may distinguish various threads. There is the 

thread of the persecution under the leadership of Saul. There is the thread of the scattering of the 

church throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria. There is the thread of Philip’s labors at 

Samaria, as well as his preaching to the Ethiopian eunuch, and his mission journey from the 

Gaza desert to Caesarea. There is the thread of the amazing conversion of the persecuting Saul, 

and the after-events of that conversion, viz., his visit to Jerusalem, the lying-in-wait of the 

Grecians to destroy him, and his ultimate departure for his native city of Tarsus. There is the 

thread of the mission journey and church visitation of the apostle Peter in Judea during the period 

when the churches had rest. This thread ended at Joppa, from whence a new and shining thread 

had its beginning, the thread of the conversion of Cornelius, the Gentile centurion. And finally, 

there is the thread of the conviction of the Jerusalem church, through Peter’s report, of the 

propriety and necessity of this Gentile evangelization. I say: all these threads are brought 

together and tied off in this record concerning the work at Antioch. When we consider this 

passage we can behold the rhyme and reason, or rather, the marvelous divine wisdom displayed 

in the building of and gathering of the church in the new dispensation. 

 In the third place, this present section records events that must not be divorced from that 

which takes place in the future and which is related in the following chapters. For do not forget: 

1) From now on Antioch begins to displace Jerusalem as the mother church and becomes for a 

time the center of the church’s activities. 2) The work at Antioch is preparatory for the 

tremendous labor of the evangelization of the Gentile world, even as it is eventually from 

Antioch that Paul and Barnabas are sent on the first missionary journey. 3) It is also from this 

work at Antioch that the first great dispute arises in the new dispensational church – the dispute 

that is to an extent settled at the council of Jerusalem. 

 We deal here, therefore, with a very important piece of sacred church history. 

 And, if I may refer to the figure employed above once more, it is surely of the utmost 

importance that we behold in this tapestry the artistry of the Divine Weaver and try to understand 

something of His revelation to us concerning His gathering of the church. 

 

I. The Beginning of the Work at Antioch: 

    A. The Occasion and Location: 



 1. Where did some of those who were persecuted scatter? v. 19 

 2. How is it to be explained that they were scattered so widely, and even left the land 

 of Canaan? 

 3. Especially what kind of Jewish Christians were the object of the persecution that 

 arose about Stephen? Does this also have something to do with their scattering outside 

 of Canaan? Does it have anything to do with the eventual evangelization of Gentiles? 

 4. What is the significance of the fact that Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch are mentioned 

 in this connection? 

     a. What is characteristic of all three places? Were they in any peculiar way adapted 

         to the Lord’s purpose of the spread of the gospel to the Gentile world? 

     b. Does Cyprus occur again in the narrative of Acts? Where? 

     c. Describe Antioch. Tell its significance as to the spread of the gospel. Were the 

         inhabitants of Antioch especially fitted from a spiritual and moral point of view to  

         be evangelized? Were they in some way worthy of the gospel?  

    B. The Work as Such: 

 1. To whom did these dispersed believers first preach exclusively? Why? 

 2. Who began to preach to the Grecians? What is the significance of this? How is it to 

 be explained that the apostles themselves were not at first used by the Lord for this  

 work? Would it not have been much more authoritative if they had preached rather 

 than these Cypriots and Cyrenians? Why did the Lord use the latter? 

 3. Who were these Grecians? Were they the so-called Hellenists, Jews of a Grecian 

 civilization and culture and speech? Proof. 

 4. Nothing is said here of a connection between this approach to the Greeks and the 

 contact of Peter with Cornelius. 

     a. Is there a connection between the two events? 

     b. Were the Cypriot and Cyrenian preachers aware of Peter’s work? 

     c. Even if they were not aware, was there a connection as far as the Lord’s purpose 

         was concerned? If Peter’s experience with Cornelius had not taken place, what do 

         you think would have been the reaction of the apostles and the church at Jerusalem 

         to the work at Antioch? 

 5. Is the work at Antioch in any way an advance over the work of Peter in connection  

 with Cornelius? Note some differences between these labors, as to: 

     a. Laborers. 

     b. Scope of work. 

     c. Objects of the work. (Cornelius was a God-fearing man. Is any such thing noted 

         concerning these Grecians?) 

     d. Occasion of labor. (Peter had a direct injunction from the Lord to have dealings with 

         the “common and unclean.” Is there any such factor here? 

 6. The preaching: 

     a. What, or rather, Whom, did they preach? What is the significance of the names  

         “Lord Jesus” in this connection? Is there any significance in the fact that the name 

            “Christ” is not mentioned here? 

     b. Was the preaching blessed? What is meant by “the hand of the Lord was with  

         them”? 

     c. What was the fruit upon this preaching? 

  1) Does this refer only to the Grecians, or to both Jews and Greeks? 



  2) What is the relation between the first and second parts of verse 21? 

  3) Is it rather usual that mission labors produce great numbers of converts? Was 

      this the case later on with Paul’s labors? Can you conceive of any reason why 

       the Lord should grant such a remarkable fruit upon these first labors? 

  4) How was the faith of these converts manifest? What is meant by “and turned 

      unto the Lord”?  

  5) What kind of church was established in Antioch as respects the nationality of 

      its members? 
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