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 During this Christmas season, our minds and hearts are filled with the joy that Christ our 

Savior has come in the flesh to redeem us from the curse of sin. However, with equal grief we 

hear the echoes of men, “Christ the Savior was never born.” 

 It is well known that Judaism denies the birth of our Savior. In view of this we were 

delegated to interview Rabbi Oscar Fleishaker, a Conservative Orthodox Jew, to ascertain a 

personal approach to the beliefs of the Jews. To this end we visited the Rabbi and discussed with 

him his views concerning Jesus and Christmas. 

 Judaism is based on the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament. They do not believe that 

the New Testament is divinely inspired. Their customs and mode of living stem back to the Old 

Testament for the most part. 

 We asked Rabbi Fleishaker whether or not the Jewish people celebrate Christmas. His 

answer was distinctly, “No.” They do not celebrate Christmas in any manner. When asked what 

he believed concerning Jesus of the Gospels, he explained that Jesus was a good teacher, a moral 

leader if you will, who based all His teachings on the Old Testament. He more than likely spoke 

Hebrew and lived in the customs of all Judaism. We asked him how he interpreted the words of 

Jesus when he calls Himself Son of God. He replied that Jesus was a son of God just as we are 

all sons of God. We placed before him Jesus’ miracles as a sign of His divinity. He explained 

that all miracles are merely natural phenomena of nature. All what Christ did can be explained in 

terms of natural laws of cause and effect. He further elucidated that the Old Testament miracles 

also fit under the above description. Jesus was not a Savior, for the Jews do not believe in the 

need of a Savior. Israel of the Old Testament was not a chosen people, but a choosing people 

who chose what they felt was best. They do not believe in a personal or individual Savior 

whatsoever. They believe that if a man performs good deeds, tries to live a good life with his 

neighbor, lives in accord with the Old Testament laws, he will fare well in the hereafter. The 

Jews do not speak of conversion, because there is nothing to be converted from, nor anyone who 

needs to be converted. They speak only of a rational being, choosing what he feels is right and in 

accord with the Old Testament and the will of God. He stated concisely, “God helps those who 

help themselves.” In this connection he pointed out that if a person lives in a serious life, no 

matter what religious conviction he may have, and tries to perform the requirements of that faith, 

he also does not have to fear the hereafter. Therefore, the Jews do not believe in mission work. 

 The significance of Christ for Christianity is salvation and eternal life for His chosen 

people. Rabbi Fleishaker answered the question, “Do you believe that the Messiah predicted in 

the Old Testament will ever come?”, by saying that messiah is not a person, but a condition of 

the world. Messiah is a situation of world development when all men will love one another as 

brothers, no hatred will exist, no murder will endanger the lives of men, but all men will live as 

stipulated according to the will of God in the Old Testament. When this happens, the Messiah 

will have come. 

 We asked Rabbi Fleishaker what happened to the souls of men after death. He replied, “I 

don’t know. Even as God takes care in putting them into the body so also he will care for them 

when they leave the body. The soul, even as the mind retains thoughts, continues to exist and live 

on forever.” Questioning further we asked whether he believed in a heaven or hell? His reply 

was that God’s mercy would never punish a person. He didn’t state what heaven would be like, 



but merely said that the souls of all men would continue after death. “We don’t have to worry 

about a heaven or hell for God will provide the place of eternal happiness.” He very really denied 

hell. 

 In the light of this interview, we may indeed give thanks to our covenant God who has 

put us in Christian homes and thus taught us the true Gospel of salvation. We have a hope, a sure 

hope, and that hope is eternal life of bliss, not of works lest any man should boast, but only in the 

blood of our faithful Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In Him alone we are heirs to a sure and 

promised hope of eternal bliss forever. May God hasten the day when all “nations, tribes, and 

tongues” will recognize Him as He has revealed Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. 
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