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 Would you like to sit in on a brief discussion on the topic mentioned above? 

 John comes home from church and asks: “Dad, I’ve often wondered, why do we have 

two offerings in the morning service?” 

 Dad: “The first offering is for the budget, which is used for the maintenance of our public 

worship and all the other activities in the church, but the second offering is for Christian charity.” 

 “Charity? But is not the first offering also considered a gift of charity?” 

 “There is a difference. The budget constitutes an obligation which rests on every member 

of the congregation as long as he is able to contribute. Therefore, the budget is always estimated 

per family.” 

 John: “But what do I understand by charity?” 

 “The word charity has various meanings, as you will notice if you look it up in the 

dictionary. But as we are speaking of it now, charity is the spontaneous expression of our love 

and gratitude to God by helping our brethren in distress. Therefore, this offering is entirely 

voluntary, but is at the same time an integral part of our public worship, as also our Heidelberg 

Catechism teaches in Lord’s Day 38.” 

 John: “A moment ago you spoke of Christian charity. Is there also another, let’s say an 

‘unchristian’ or worldly charity?” 

 Dad: “No, there is not. True enough, the world also speaks of her acts and gifts of charity, 

but this is actually a misnomer. Scripture teaches that the mercies of the wicked are cruel, and 

that all that is not done out of faith, according to the law of God, and to His glory is stark sin. 

Therefore, we speak of Christian charity to emphasize that God has entrusted this peculiar gift to 

His church by spreading abroad the love of Christ in our hearts.” 

 “Then it must be the calling of the deacons to collect and distribute these gifts of charity.” 

 Dad: “That’s right. We read about the origin and institution of their office in Acts 6. 

Immediately after Pentecost, the apostles themselves served the poor. But a murmuring arose 

that some, particularly the widows of the Grecians, were being neglected, so that men were 

chosen, by the advice of the apostles, to make it their business to serve the poor.” 

 “Is this office as important as the office of the minister and the elder?” 

 Dad: “Exactly so. Christ, as our only Prophet, speaks His Word to His church through the 

ministry of the gospel. As our eternal King He rules and exercises discipline over His church 

through the elders. And as our exalted High Priest He performs the ministry of mercy through 

the deaconate.” 

 John: “Then it would certainly not be proper to brand the deacons as the ‘office force’ of 

the church.” 

 Dad: “If the office were ever relegated to that, it would be a disgrace to God’s church. 

The duties of the deacons are actually these: (1) The ingathering of the offerings of the believers. 

(2) The prevention of poverty. (3) The distribution of gifts according to need. And final, but not 

least, (4) the consolation of those who are in distress.” 

 John: “This becomes very interesting. Do you mean to say that it is the calling of the 

deacons also to prevent poverty?” 

 Dad: “Christ is not a parsimonious giver. He does not wait for the needy to come begging 

at His door but visits them in their affliction through the deaconate. Nor does He wait until they 



are poverty stricken, and then hand them a crust of bread and a cup of water, but He supplies 

their needs, so that they lack nothing. True, deacons must be able to distribute the gifts wisely 

and properly, but they must always manifest the love of Christ in abundant mercy, even in giving 

a temporary relief.” 

 “But when you speak of deacons consoling those in distress, by which I understand that 

they speak and pray with them, are they not treading into the office of the minister and the 

elder?” 

 Dad: “In a sense, the offices overlap, because the office of Christ is essentially one. But 

we must never forget, that while the material needs of the distressed must be taken care of, their 

spiritual needs in these direful circumstances must not be neglected. They must even be 

instructed to receive graciously, in order that they may experience abundant grace through their 

trials.” 

 John: “But it, nevertheless, seems very distasteful to me to be helped by the deacons. 

Isn’t there a measure of shame and loss of self-respect connected with it? It seems to me that I 

would rather go hungry than throw myself on the good graces of the church. Besides, the 

deacons would all know my affairs, and soon my straitened circumstances would become public 

knowledge. I would not dare to buy even the barest necessities for fear of criticism of my fellow 

church members. No, State Aid looks better to me than becoming a charity ward of the church.” 

 Dad: “You forget one very important thing, and that is, that not the individuals in the 

church, but Christ helps His needy through the deaconate, which He has appointed for that 

purpose. Christ places the needy in the church in order that His people may give a voluntary 

expression of His love. He appoints men for the office in order that they may discretely deal with 

these matters in strict privacy. Whatever sin may enter in, because the church is still in the midst 

of a sinful world, we may not let our own pride prevent us from receiving graciously and with 

sincere gratitude. Our Lord says indeed, ‘that it is more blessed to give than to receive.’ But 

many people like to read that as if He said that it is not blessed at all to receive, only to give, 

while Jesus states emphatically that there is also a blessedness in receiving. And wouldn’t you 

rather receive out of the hand of Christ than turn your back to Him, in order to receive help from 

Philistia or Babylon in their cruel mercies?” 

 John: “Are there also poor people in our prosperous times?” 

 Dad: “If there were not, the Word of God would not be true. Jesus says, ‘The poor you 

have with you always.’ And He means to say that He will see to that for the good of all 

concerned. Some local congregation may not have any needy in their midst, but there are other 

churches that can be aided. Besides, there are always people economically impoverished, 

remaining in institutions or rest homes, or burdened with some lingering illness, all of whom 

need a helping hand. There are also institutions of mercy which are dependent on the support of 

the church.” 

 John: “Since we are on this subject anyway, isn’t there room for Christian charity apart 

from the deaconate?” 

 Dad: “Let’s not forget that the deacons are appointed by God exactly for that purpose. 

Even if anyone would desire to give some large gift for some special cause, he could still do so 

anonymously by sending it through the office of the church. In that way, our left hand never gets 

to know what our right hand is doing.” 

 John: “But I’m thinking of many personal works of charity. It seems to me that the Bible 

speaks of those also. I am thinking of such passages as Lev. 25:35, Prov. 11:25, Luke 6:38, Acts 

11:29, Rom. 12:8, James 1:27.” 



 Dad: “That is true. The family is always the first one to reach out a helping hand. 

Brothers and sisters have a mutual obligation to love each other. And children have that 

obligation to their parents. Moreover, we little realize how much a short visit, a word from 

Scripture and a prayer can mean to the sick and sorrowing. Even a card, a small gift, or a helping 

hand can mean so much, especially when we know that these are expressions of the love of God 

in the hearts of His people. In that respect it may also well be said, ‘Freely ye have received, 

freely give.’” 

 John: “Maybe we are wandering away from our subject now, but what do you think of all 

these sales, suppers, paper drives, car washes, etc.?” 

 Dad: “That subject would be worth a broader discussion some time. But, in brief, those 

things would certainly be wrong if they imply that Christians will not give unless they receive a 

like value in return. But here also the motive makes all the difference. There may be some in the 

church who can contribute their time and efforts. The Marthas and Dorcases can bake, or sew, or 

knit. The men can put forth some concerted effort on some project. As long as the church does 

not have to depend on these things for their sole support, and as long as these labors are 

performed in the love of Christ, they cannot be despised.” 

 Let me stress what we started out with saying: Charity is the expression of love, the love 

of God which He has implanted in our hearts, and which finds expression by returning to Him 

even in aiding one of the least of Jesus’ brethren. Matt. 25:34-50. 
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