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 The Young People’s Society will be formally organized under its own constitution, 

providing for its distinctive name, doctrinal basis, aim, membership, officers, meetings, 

supervision, etc. Somewhere in this organizational scheme there should be place and space for a 

Young People’s Society Library. But what sort of books should such a library have? Those 

which will provide us with the basic fundamentals of Christian doctrine? And furnish sound 

material with which to defend the fundamentals of the faith? True enough. But our experience 

among Fundamentalists has been that fundamentals have somehow increasingly diminished in 

number until there is no longer a strong barrier raised up against the non-doctrinal “faith” of 

Modernism. The Protestant Episcopal Church sets the number at thirty-nine (Articles) 

fundamentals. Many in the Bible School movement have limited themselves to ten; and a certain 

“undenominational” church we know of is perfectly satisfied with but half a dozen.  

 Now, defending and propagating the fundamentals is a good place to begin. We ought, 

however, to go on from there to perfection, and proclaim the whole counsel of God. For only by 

knowing and preaching the essentials – all the counsel of God – can we avoid the (un)conscious 

error of some who would be fundamental, but nevertheless, for one regrettable reason or other, 

actually neglect the most basic fundamentals. I refer to the truth of God’s absolute sovereignty. 

Only by holding, defending, and proclaiming that truth can we hope to grow and abide in it. 

Therefore, it will be well to have a suitable supply of Reformed books. However, we must keep 

in mind that not all are Reformed that are of the Reformed distinction. For there are books with 

rather imposing, even singular titles, but which are nonetheless misleading; because the contents 

are not always of the caliber the title would indicate. 

 For example, to mention a few: “Calvinism,” by A. Kuyper; “Calvinism,” by J. A. 

Froude; “Calvinism in Times of Crisis,” (Baker); “Calvinism in History,” by N. S. McFetridge 

(out of print); “As to Being Reformed,” by R. B. Kuiper (Eerdmans, out of print); “The 

Sovereignty of God,” ed. J. T. Hoogstra (Zondervan). These may be read profitably, if read 

critically and in the light of our doctrinal position. 

 But there are other volumes which take on a more Reformed coloring, such as “The 

Reformed Doctrine of Predestination,” by Lorraine Boettner, and “Reformed Evangelism” 

(Baker). The former should be read if at all possible in connection with Rev. G. M. Ophoff’s 

eminent review series on the same in Volume 10 of The Standard Bearer. To these we may add 

Boettner’s “The Person of Christ,” B.B. Warfield’s “The Plan of Salvation” and “Calvin and 

Calvinism”; and Ben A. Warburton’s “Calvinism” (see The Standard Bearer, Vol. 31, Page 390). 

Also rather interesting is G. S. Bishop’s “Doctrines of Grace” containing an interesting chapter 

on the Hebrew vowel points, Predestination, Election, Reprobation, and a chapter on Arminius, 

“False to His Trust.” Still quite up-to-date is J. Gresham Machen’s “Christianity and 

Liberalism.” In fact, all of Machen’s books are stimulating and thought-provoking. In this lighter 

but edifying vein is the outstanding autobiography of that Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Christian, “John G. Paton, Missionary to the New Hebrides” (Revell) – a book for all the family 

by a Reformed Presbyterian. A very engrossing and inspiring book in the field of Church history 

is John Fox’s “Book of Martyrs” (Winston). The squeamish may not care to read the entire book, 

but should at least read extensively in it, if not exhaustively. So should all who are “signs-of-the-

times” minded. 



 Out of the past come certain recommendable works which have stood the test of time: 

Robert Haldane’s “Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans,” now reprinted, and by far the 

best available on this epistle. Puritan S. Charnock has been recommended on the “Attributes of 

God.” Though it has the reputation of being of the Calvinistic school, it is shot through with 

Amyraldianism (the author having been a student of that school) and has the disadvantage of 

being most voluminous (over 1100 pp.) and verbose.  

 One may not care to wade through all of the following, but they are valuable for 

references: L. Berkhof’s “Reformed Dogmatics,” C. Hodge’s “Systematic Theology” and 

Calvin’s “Institutes.” However, read every word of “Calvin’s Calvinism,” “The Five Points of 

Calvinism,” by Wm. Parks (Sov. Grace Union), “The Sovereignty of God,” by A. W. Pink (Bible 

Truth Depot), “Antidote Against Arminianism,” by C. Ness (BTD), and “The Reign of Grace,” 

by A. Booth (BTD). In these five you will find true Calvinism as we know it, uncontaminated by 

conditionalistic tendencies.  

 But if a person were to limit the number of his own Bible study books to but half a dozen, 

he ought to include in that number an exhaustive Bible concordance (e.g., Young’s), a Bible 

dictionary, “The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge” (Revell), and a good reference Bible. Yet of 

all the books suggested in the above list, if one enjoys an eminence over all the rest, there is no 

question at all that it is John Calvin’s “Institutes of the Christian Religion” (not the truncated 

one-volume edition, but the complete two-volume work). 

 We make these suggestions as an aid to acquiring a firm and comprehensive ground in 

the Reformed truth, and as a supply of more fundamental and foundational truth than the frothy 

devotional reading of today. Any library, no matter how small to begin with, will have an innate 

greatness and utility if it contains the above or similar equivalent. We have suggested but few, 

applying the rule: “Much, Not Many!” 
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