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 The Rev. Emanuel began his sermon by pointing out that the words calling and obligation 

are synonymous and can be used interchangeably with respect to the topic. Thus, in discussing 

the subject, we could just as well speak of our calling as of our obligation. 

 With this in mind, he set forth these three divisions: 

 

I.    Whose Obligation is it? 

II.   What is the Basis of this Obligation? 

III. The End or Purpose Thereof. 

 

 It is our calling to exalt the Lord. All men have a calling to exalt the Lord. This is evident 

from creation and this note is heard throughout Scripture. This command was given to Adam in 

the garden of Eden. This command was really a command for Adam to exalt the Lord. Also, 

there is no age of discretion when it comes time to exalt the Lord, yet our calling does become 

more pronounced as we become older. We become more conscious of that calling as we are 

sustained by God’s grace. Although all men exalt the Lord, for God works His Counsel so that 

He is exalted, only the people of God understand that they have the right to consciously exalt 

Him in faith. This means that the child of God shows in his life and walk that he belongs to the 

matchless God of grace. 

 This blessing is not without basis. This comes from the council of God as revealed 

through Jesus Christ on the cross. It is the blessing which flows from the cross. There is blood 

that has to be shed. There are sins that have to be covered. Christ had to die to cover the sins of 

His people, to merit for them alone the blessing, right, and privilege to exalt the Lord. All men 

without distinction are obligated to exalt the Lord. All men are commanded to walk in 

righteousness, truth and holiness. Because the law is declared to all men does not mean that all 

men may, will or can keep the law. The Holy Spirit sanctifies the obligation to exalt the Lord 

unto hearts of His chosen so that they behold the God of their salvation. This obligation is truly a 

savor of life unto life and death unto death. This also destroys any room for conditions, for it is a 

privilege to exalt the Lord which implies grace which is of God alone. The conclusion must of 

necessity be rooted in the cross of Christ; the obligation is a deep and abiding and a sanctified 

consciousness wrought in the heart of God’s people as a privilege merited by Christ on the cross. 

The obligation is founded upon the absolute certainty that God will be exalted and that you as a 

covenant child of God will exalt Him without question, for Christ hath already exalted Him 

perfectly and in Christ are His people found. The child of God alone has the right to do God’s 

will. 

 The end and purpose can be seen in the counsel of God. God determined to glorify 

Himself through Jesus Christ and in His Church who show forth His praises in their walk and life 

to the one God who works in His own for His own glory. Therefore, our obligation to exalt the 

Lord is one of right and belongs only to that small remnant according to the election of grace. 
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