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 What does it mean? Imperatively, it means that we must do something, for we are not 

passive. We must acknowledge that the Lord is high. We must confess Him in life and in walk, 

for God alone is high. Therefore, we are nothing. We are not relatively low, but absolutely low. 

This principally expressed is Reformed faith: God – everything; man – nothing. 

 Rev. Hoeksema divided his address into three main divisions. First of all, by emphasizing 

that the Lord is high; next, by showing that the Lord as the high one has revealed Himself; 

finally, we as people of God and Young People have the calling to exalt Him. 

 What does it mean that God is high? Figuratively and relatively, not that He is above all 

things on earth locally, transcending in earth and heaven, but that He is in all things. In His 

essence He is high as to the nature of His being. He is the Holy Father. His excellent virtues are 

above principalities and powers. God remains high and we are His footstool. We may not be 

exalted but humble and low, but God must be exalted. He exists in Himself. He has the cause and 

ground of existence in Himself. We exist because God has made us. He is the eternal one. We 

are limited. He is omnipresent, and immutable. His goodness is ethically perfect. He is absolutely 

sovereign, all-powerful, and morally and ethically without spot and blemish. His love is eternal. 

He is righteous, holy, merciful and gracious. Him we worship at His footstool. 

 How can we know that God? We can know God only by and through His own revelation 

to us. Not otherwise, because He is infinitely High. We cannot know Him as far as our reasoning 

power is concerned because He is too high. We are finite, limited to time. That He is exalted 

makes it impossible for us to know Him, He must reveal Himself. Revelation means that 

marvelous act of the infinite, eternal, immense, high God, whereby He comes down and speaks 

to us in terms that we acknowledge, yet we can’t understand Him. He reveals Himself as exalted 

Lord, first of all in creation, whereby He calls the things that are not as if they were. He is the 

Holy Father, Exalted God. He not only revealed Himself in creation, but also in His handiworks 

now. His original works are marred. Now the curse reveals that God is exalted. He is eternally 

right and holy, and we must worship at His footstool. Glory to God and eternal thanksgiving! He 

is the Redeemer. He calls life out of darkness. This reveals more than creation that He is and 

must be exalted. He reached down into the body and soul, mind and will by becoming man, and 

down into the depths of hell in order to speak that he is the exalted God. And it is God who cried, 

“My God, My God, Why has thou forsaken me?” He reached down to create life everlasting. 

And through His resurrection, this same God ascended to heaven. 

 Let us exalt Him. Therefore, we must become humble. He must humble us, until we cry 

out with the publican, “God, be merciful to me a sinner.” Only by knowing our sins, and 

confessing them, can we exalt the Lord, and worship Him at His footstool. He exhorts us to be 

humble, and not proud, confessing that we are nothing; God is all. Exalt the Lord, and worship 

and confess in life and walk. Through God, we walk as children of light, and exalt the Lord, 

forever. 
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