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Democrats: Stevenson Again 

 In Chicago, last August, after the smoke had cleared, Adlai Stevenson, unsuccessful 

Democratic presidential candidate in 1952, appeared once again the choice of the Democratic 

National Convention. From the first, things seemed to be going his way. Estes Kefauver, his 

chief opponent for the nomination, had retired from the presidential race. Kefauver, knowing 

Stevenson had polled many more votes than he in the primaries and not wanting to see a 

deadlock at the convention or a possible victory of one of the many “dark horses,” announced 

that he was withdrawing in favor of Stevenson. 

 The Harriman forces were stunned. Averell Harriman, another candidate for the 

nomination, had been dickering hard for Kefauver support and had been wooing Kefauver 

delegates. Harriman’s campaign director, learning of Kefauver’s move, worked around the clock 

in a desperate attempt to get the delegates who had supported Kefauver to switch now to the 

Harriman camp. Harriman and his followers did not back down an inch, basing all their hopes on 

Truman’s backing, which they, as well as Adlai’s supporters, hoped to get. 

 Unpredictable Harry, keeping all in suspense for a time, finally spoke the magic words: “I 

believe that the man best qualified to be the next president of the United States is Governor 

Harriman of New York…I know him, and you can depend on him.” 

 The convention was thrown into an uproar. Harriman’s first comment was: “This is 

marvelous.” Stevenson, undaunted, said, “I expect to be the Democratic nominee.” 

 Truman, disillusioned when he discovered that his Truman-Harriman campaign was not 

doing as well as expected and that he was going nowhere in trying to turn important delegates his 

way, launched out into a vicious attack on Stevenson. He also planned a scheme to blow up the 

convention with a party-splitting fight on the civil rights issue as a way to hurt Stevenson. But 

Compromiser Lynden Johnson and Stevenson-supporter Sam Rayburn had an emergency 

conference with him and he finally gave in. “I started for my man too late,” he said, realizing that 

Harriman had no chance anymore. 

 Nominee Adlai Stevenson gave the convention more wild moments. He left the 

nomination of the vice-presidential candidate entirely up to the delegates without saying a word 

about his personal choice. The balloting began. After the first count Kefauver led with Senator 

Kennedy of Massachusetts running second, behind 304 to 438-1/2. The second ballot started and 

Kennedy surged ahead, soon having 648 votes – just 38-1/2 short of nomination. But Albert 

Gore, another vice-presidential candidate, withdrew in favor of Kefauver and several delegations 

also switched. Kefauver made it, defeating Kennedy 755-1/2 to 589. 

 

Republicans: Still Like Ike 

 The Republican convention was vastly different from that of the Democrats. Held in the 

San Francisco Cow Palace, the most spectacular thing was not the battling for the nomination but 

the hundreds of balloons released from the rafters when Ike made his appearance. 

 The President, watching the convention proceedings on TV, listened solemnly while 

Indiana’s Charlie Halleck nominated him as the “most widely beloved, the most universally 

respected, the most profoundly dedicated man of our times.” He then saw his nomination 

seconded and approved unanimously. 



 Richard Nixon, the present vice president, took nothing for granted in his campaigning. 

Harold Stassen had started and was strongly waging a fight to keep Nixon from being re-

nominated and was pushing Massachusett’s Governor Herter as the proper man for Dick’s job. 

However, Stassen made little headway, and by the time the vice-presidential nomination came up 

at the convention, he had given up. Nixon was re-nominated unanimously too, with Governor 

Herter making the nomination speech and Stassen himself seconding the nomination. 

 Such is the slate for the November election. Ike and Dick, successful Republicans in 

1952, will again appear on the ballot. Stevenson, unsuccessful in ’52, will try once more for the 

Democrats with a new running mate, Senator Estes Kefauver.  

 Though no one knows who the American voters will pick, we know that God, Who 

controls and governs all things, will also use this election for the furthering of His eternal 

counsel and the coming of His great kingdom. The hearts of the people are in his Hands and are 

but the means which He uses to accomplish His purpose. We can rest assured that His way will 

be the best; that the sure mercies of David are eternally upon His chosen. 
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