
To Hull and Doon 
Rev. G. Vos 

 
 It is not known to me who had the first idea to organize the Young People of our 

Protestant Reformed Churches into a Federation such as we now have. Neither do I know who 

first thought of the idea to have a Convention. Whoever he or she was, I would offer a silent 

salute to that person, for the idea was a beaut! 

 I have not attended all the conventions of the past, but I have seen enough of them to 

know that it is a wonderful institution in our midst. 

 And now we are looking forward to the 16th Annual Convention, which will be held in 

Hull and Doon. 

 I am not selfish when I hope, wish and pray that the 16th may outshine the 15th which was 

held in Hudsonville where I reside. 

 And if it does outshine that 15th convention, it will be grand indeed. For ours was a good 

one. And that from more than one point of view. 

 Especially because of the theme, the Hudsonville Convention last August was 

outstanding. 

 It had never occurred to the Host Societies to take for their theme the outstanding 

doctrine which we as Protestant Reformed Churches confess and have developed: The Gospel of 

the Promise. 

 We cannot expect that our young people realized this truth to the fullest extent. But we 

older ones, who went through the debacle of 1924, well remember that it was this doctrine of the 

Promise which was the real cause of the separation in that memorable year. 

 The real, the fundamental question in 1924 was: WHO RECEIVE THE PROMISE? or, 

IS THE GOSPEL AN OFFER OF GRACE? 

 And therefore it was necessary to once more have this question before us, especially the 

young people of the church who did not go through the struggle of 1924. 

 However, our young people were not entirely ignorant about this struggle, for it appeared 

again in our midst in the years of 1949-1953, in the struggle which resulted in a split. And we are 

convinced that, although the fight assumed a different form, essentially we had to fight the same 

fight we fought in 1924. And so it was a good thing that the reformed conception of the Gospel 

once more would receive the emphasis in our Convention activities. 

 And how we enjoyed the fine lectures of the three speakers! Again we heard how that our 

Covenant Jehovah revealed the glad tidings of the Promise in Paradise, and that to His elect 

children, Adam and Eve; how He published this same Gospel by the patriarchs and prophets, and 

represented it by the sacrifices and ceremonies of the law, and lastly has fulfilled it by His only 

begotten Son! 

 And…that this promise, which essentially is Christ, is given only to His elect people. Oh, 

it was good to listen to the three lectures. The inspirational address was given by Rev. Hoeksema 

on The Idea of the Gospel of the Promise; the Rev. Ophoff spoke on The Recipients of the 

Gospel; and the Rev. Vanden Berg spoke on The Fulfillment of the Promise. 

 I wrote the most about this theme, and I know you forgive me. After all, the most 

important part of the Convention is that the young people of our churches hear the Word of our 

God! 



 Not as though the play, the music, the singing, the fellowship of kindred young minds is 

not important. It is. And we enjoyed that too. You could read it on the faces; you could hear it in 

the peals of happy laughter. The testimony of one and all was that we had a wonderful time at 

Hudsonville. God be thanked for our 15th Convention. It was a success. 

 And in this department of recreation, I think that the outing to Spring Lake was tops. 

Especially that chicken dinner. (Perhaps I am prejudiced; you must know that since my heart 

attack I am constantly on a diet. But, off the record: I threw my diet-consciousness out the 

window for that one meal.) The place chosen was just wonderful. There were opportunities for 

every sport on the calendar. We spent a happy time there. 

 And now we stand before the Convention of 1956! 

 Young People! Let me urge one and all to go to Hull and Doon. According to the “grape 

vine” there is going to be a pleasant surprise in store for you. And no wonder. The man at the 

head of this thing is the thorough-going Rev. John Heys. At a very early date he began his 

preparatory work of organizing. I know him to be a very conscientious worker. And he will do 

his utmost, with his societies of Hull and Doon, to give the young people of our churches a 

wonderful time. 

 And it the parents are reading this article, I would bespeak their cooperation so that as 

many as possible of our young people may go to Iowa in August! 

 And I have a very good reason. 

 You all know that one of the most pressing and the most distressing questions in our 

circles is the inter-marriage of our young people with young folk of other churches, resulting in 

the severing of bonds which are the sweetest this side the grave. We are losing many of our 

young people who, through marriage, do not worship anymore with our churches which we 

believe are the purest manifestation of the truth. 

 And therefore, we should encourage our young folk to mix with the young people of our 

own churches. It is exactly at such occasions that contacts are made which result in the marriage 

of our own young folk with partners of our own churches. 

 And that makes for stronger churches! 

 And so, see you in Iowa! D.V. 
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