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 When any matter becomes a point of contest, it frequently grows in importance in our 

minds to proportions far beyond its actual relative size. 

 This is most clearly noticed in politics, where a contested issue is enlarged through the 

attention gained by the contesting itself, far beyond its real worth, even overshadowing more 

worthwhile or fundamental issues. 

 This same phenomenon is also found in our religious life, though not so clearly, and not 

so readily admitted. 

 Recently our churches passed through a period when our doctrines were questioned and 

defended vigorously by most of us. These discussions usually degenerated into an intellectual 

exercise with each opponent using every wit to prove that he himself is “right.” 

 In this atmosphere of intellectual striving, our minds become so engrossed with 

arguments pro and con, that we forget the basic truth that intellectual acumen is not the most 

important ingredient in a Christian’s life. The ability (or lack of it) to “out-argue” any opponent 

in a doctrinal matter is no barometer of spiritual health. Any person with a reasonable amount of 

intelligence can study the doctrines of our churches and defend them with skill, but this does not 

prove or even indicate, to any degree whatsoever, that this person is spiritually healthier than a 

simpler soul who cannot even defend the most elementary doctrine against attack. 

 It is obvious, however, that this skill in argumentation has come to be valued by us more 

than the most important virtue that shines through the entire structure of Christ’s church. This 

virtue is referred to in one source as humility, in another as love for God and man. Not a sickly, 

syrupy, don’t-step-on-anyone’s-toes sort of love, but yet, a love that makes one willing to 

become the joke of the nations if it would do dishonor to Christ’s church to do otherwise. 

 To illustrate this superiority of humility over intellectual prowess, let’s compare the 

feeling of oneness that the Christian has with his God to the feeling of “togetherness” that we 

may experience with a friend. 

 We have all seen sudden friendships form when two persons realize that there exists 

some outside interest common to both of them, such as a sport or hobby, and long as these 

persons agree on the elements of their hobby or sport, this so-called friendship continues to exist. 

But when disagreement appears, the friendship, because it is based on an outside intellectual 

factor, soon crumbles. 

 True friendship is created when two people associate together with the firm knowledge 

that their relationship will not be endangered by any interference from an outside source. Each 

knows that the other would never, for instance, terminate the friendship if someone else shamed 

him for continuing the relationship. 

 So it is with our relationship with Christ as our friend. The fact that we share with Christ 

the knowledge of certain doctrines, does not make us Christians. What does indicate the true 

fellowship of the Church, is the simple feeling (call it faith, if you prefer) that Christ will never 

“break the bond of friendship” because of our sin, which certainly is shameful to Him. On our 

part (through grace) true Christian conduct will not find us being ashamed of our association 

with His church in the face of ridicule by those with whom we come into contact. 

 The earmark of a sincere member of this greatest of all Kingdoms is not the ability to 

defend its doctrines against all opposition, but to believe and practice them in spite of opposition. 
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