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 The subject of woman suffrage in the political world is not one that presents a problem to 

most of our people. Women were given the vote here in the United States by the 19th 

Amendment, and those of us who wish to make use of it are free to do so; those who do not, are 

free to refrain from it. The church today does not legislate about it. Woman suffrage in the 

church is becoming more and more of a live issue, however, one of which we do well to take 

cognizance, and upon which we should be informed. 

 It is the question of woman suffrage in the world with which we have mainly to do in this 

article, however, and although it is not a problem with which we deal as churches, yet some of 

our members still feel that women should not vote, even though the state has granted them the 

right to do so. Therefore, the subject merits discussion. 

 It is interesting to note how it came to be, historically, that only men voted for so many 

centuries. According to an authority on the development of the state, John Fikse, originally all 

issues were settled by tribal wars, and it was the men who did the fighting. Later, voting was 

probably adopted as a substitute for fighting, so that heads were counted instead of being broken, 

and it became a matter of numbers rather than an actual test of physical strength. Accordingly, it 

was the warriors who became voters. This would seem to indicate that the ban against woman 

suffrage was one which arose not for principle reasons but for practical ones, reasons which in 

the complex civilization of the present day are no longer valid. 

 I think that the idea that a woman should not vote stems basically from two 

misconceptions: the first is that women are inferior to men in intelligence and judgment; the 

second is that the Bible teaches us that women should keep silence and not usurp authority over 

the man, and this is mistakenly thought to prohibit women from taking part in the affairs of the 

state. 

 Suppose we take a closer look at these two ideas. As far as the former is concerned, that 

is a notion that is far from Biblical, but rather has its roots in Paganism. The Romans regarded a 

wife as a mere piece of property, destitute of legal rights. The Indians treated their wives as 

slaves. In the East Indies, women used to be burned on the funeral pyres of the husbands. Even 

in the Old Testament, there is a much higher regard for the rights of women, and in the New 

Testament, under Christianity, woman has been able to occupy the position assigned to her at 

creation, that of social equality with man. In the Gospel, the promises and rewards are the same 

for men and women, and Gal. 3:28 tells us that in Christ there is no distinction of male and 

female. Some of our Lord’s most faithful friends were women; women brought their children to 

Christ to be blessed; women stood over against the cross, were the first to visit the sepulchre, and 

the first to receive the revelation of the risen Lord. Women took an active part in the history of 

the early church also; they were present at the first meeting of the disciples after the ascension; 

they were among the first converts and were steadfast under persecution. Paul’s first convert in 

Europe was Lydia. Think of Dorcas, with her Christian charity, and Priscilla, who expounded the 

way of God to Apollos. Paul refers to Phoebe, Persis, and other women as fellow-helpers in the 

spread of the gospel. Women inferior to men in intelligence and judgment? The Bible does not 

know of it. And personally, I would rather see a Rebekah making decisions than an Isaac; and 

give me Abigail rather than the churlish Nabal. 



 True, Paul does not suffer a woman to teach, or to usurp authority over the man, but we 

cannot from this draw the conclusion that women may not vote. Nor may we say that Paul tells 

the women to keep silence and that therefore they may not vote in civil matters, for he adds, “in 

the churches.” I do not think that Scripture anywhere prohibits women from taking part in the 

affairs of the state. 

 But there are not only reasons why a woman may vote, but also some good reasons why 

she should vote. In a country in which both men and women have the franchise, not to vote is to 

give your husband only half a vote, whereas by voting the same way he does (as you probably 

will, if you take the issues seriously enough to discuss them with him) you give added weight to 

his vote. And if a widow or a single woman does not vote, she has no choice at all in the matters 

of the nation, matters which concern all of us as individuals, and often very really affect the 

church. 

 There is another very good reason why women should make use of their voting power. 

Sometimes the enmity of the world against the church manifests itself in specific attempts to 

overthrow one of the causes for which the church stands. Some years ago, for example, there was 

an effort made to destroy the Christian School movement. For a woman to refrain from voting in 

such an issue is, in reality, to lend her support to the wicked world in its fight against the church. 

 Let our women, therefore, exercise the privilege which has been given to them of voting 

in the state, not in any doubt lest they are usurping authority over the man, but as fellow 

Christians fighting on the same side, and witnessing insofar as is possible also in this respect that 

they are of the party of the living God. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 16 No. 5 June 1956 


