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Mr. Charles Westra 

Editor, Beacon Lights 

 

Dear Sir: 

 In the May issue of “Beacon Lights” my article regarding the Christian Reformed Church 

is attacked by Neal De Young. Allow me to defend myself and to answer some of his questions 

and statements. 

 Mr. De Young writes that I think everyone is wrong except the Protestant Reformed 

Church. Nowhere in my article do I make that statement or one similar to it. Nowhere do I say, 

as he suggests, that the Protestant Reformed Church is the only church with the truth. He says I 

allow no differences in doctrine. That I also never said although it is true. Differences in opinion 

on minor things are certainly allowable but must we permit opinions and doctrines contrary to 

God’s Word? Did the Christian Reformed Church allow for differences in opinion or doctrine 

when we were cast out in 1924? Then they seemed to think if you didn’t believe like the 

Christian Reformed Church you were wrong. 

 Regarding the Union issue, I recall what a Christian Reformed minister told me at the 

time their Synod was discussing this question. He asked me if I thought they could take a stand 

against the Union considering all the trouble it would cause and the members they would lose. 

Mr. De Young seems to think the Protestant Reformed Church is inconsistent because they will 

allow IGA members but not Union members. But the IGA and the CIO-AFL are two different 

organizations, and the reasons why a Christian cannot be a union member do not apply to the 

IGA. And I think Mr. De Young knows that. 

 No, Mr. De Young, I am not judging the youth of the Christian Reformed Church by the 

acts of a few hundred at Christian High School. Yes, there undoubtedly are some in the 

Protestant Reformed Church who attend movies also. Shame on them! 

 Mr. De Young said that they do not have woman suffrage in their Church. I had said in 

my article that woman suffrage in the church is allowed in their denomination. I did not mean 

that it was an accepted practice in all their various churches. Perhaps he misunderstood me. But 

it is allowed within the denomination. This I have heard from those who have witnessed it. 

 Yes, I realize that all hymns are not Arminian and that they also sing the Psalms in the 

Christian Reformed Churches. I have nothing against hymns like “When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross,” “Have Thine Own Way, Lord,” and others. But I have seen programs and heard hymns 

sung in the Christian Reformed Churches and schools that are entirely of a different nature. 

 Mr. De Young still maintains the growth of the Christian Reformed Church was not due 

to lowering of denominational walls. He said that the growth was almost entirely internal. That 

could very well be. But don’t forget, the denominational walls could also be lowered to cause 

such a growth and to keep all growth in the church. I ask, how large would the Christian 

Reformed Church be if they had not adopted and preached the Three Points, if they had taken a 

stand against the Union, if they had always preached the distinctive truth? 

 Yes, although I never said that in my article, I am inclined to believe that a split makes a 

church better and purer. This ought to be evident from the light of history. When the church of 

God becomes corrupted, as it has throughout its history, and it splits, is it not purer? If splits do 



not make a church better and purer, perhaps the Catholics are right. They never divide into 

various denominations. 

 Mr. De Young read the “Standard Bearer” and shuddered at its “name-calling.” He 

wonders how a Christian can call a brother a liar and a heretic when he worshipped with him a 

week ago. (By the way, he uses no proof to back his rash statements; he cites no article in the 

“Standard Bearer.”) If someone in his church killed someone else, would it be impossible for Mr. 

De Young to call him a murderer if he had worshiped with him the week before? 

 Mr. De Young seems to have an incorrect idea of true love. It is the bond of perfection in 

Christ. If a brother falls into sin must we not admonish and warn him? Or, is it love to allow him 

to continue on his wicked way without saying a word? True love does not mean constant silence. 

It does not necessitate covering up the brother’s sin because it will cause less trouble. No, rather, 

it implies that one desires with his whole heart to guide the erring one back to the right. That, Mr. 

De Young, is brotherly and Christian love. And it is too bad if you want no part of it! 

 Yes, Mr. De Young, I’m also sure that all is not pure and undefiled in the Protestant 

Reformed Church. I never said it was. And I hope that if you see us becoming liberal, 

modernistic, or departing in any other way from the truth, you will tell us that we may take heed 

to your warning. 

 Mr. De Young claims that I run them to the ground but that those in the Christian 

Reformed Church never do such. That is not true. He ought once to hear the slander and taunts 

constantly being inflicted upon us by members of his church. He ought once to know the names 

we are called and the attitude in which we are held – if the names some are called in the 

“Standard Bearer” make him shudder, these would well-nigh give him convulsions. Those in the 

Christian Reformed Church are innocent of running others to the ground? That, Mr. De Young, 

you can never maintain! 

  I hope I have enlightened you and not offended you; if I did please pardon me. It is hard 

to let such an article as Mr. De Young’s pass without comment. 

 

     ` Sincerely, 

      Jim Jonker 

 

This ends the discussion. Ed. 
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