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 Therefore marriage, with all that it implies, is impossible between a believer and an 

unbeliever. There may be certain natural and sexual attractions, but this can never be the basis 

for a real and durable marriage. An attractive figure with a pretty face does not yet include the 

necessary ingredients for a faithful wife and a devoted mother. A handsome Romeo, with a red 

convertible, does not yet guarantee a dependable bread-winner, a respectable husband, a worthy 

father for your children. Young people must undoubtedly learn to love one another. And their 

schooling will also necessarily carry on well into marriage. Even at best, newlyweds soon 

discover that actually they are still strangers to each other, which have been cast together in 

almost constant and most intimate fellowship. Time and again during their marriage they will be 

learning to love each other all over again under different circumstances and with a much deeper 

understanding. But the basis for their love must be the love of God. Together they prayerfully 

face each day, with whatever crises may lie ahead, knowing each other’s unspoken thoughts and 

hidden feelings, even constantly forgiving one another as God in Christ has forgiven them. The 

Scriptures do not warn in vain, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, for what 

fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness, and what communion hath light with 

darkness.” (2 Cor. 6:14). 

 But this also implies that this mutual relation of love is altogether exclusive. God loves 

His people only, with the severe exclusion of all the wicked. And for His people to turn to 

another god is spiritual adultery, unfaithfulness, and wicked abomination. So also in the marital 

relationship between man and wife, there is no room for a third party. The husband loves his 

wife exclusively, and desires no other. The wife finds all her satisfaction in her husband, and 

makes her position in the home her chief interest. As soon as that exclusive relationship is 

disturbed, distrust, bitterness, jealousies must arise, and the happiness is destroyed. 

 Thus the very purpose of marriage is to reflect the covenant life of God and His love for 

His church. Even in that respect God works in a mysterious way. For God enriches the life of the 

home with children. Covenant parents are privileged to bring forth the seed of the covenant, to 

nurture this seed in the fear of the Lord, and thus be instrumental toward the gathering of God’s 

church and the coming of His kingdom. Thus the promise of the Lord is realized, “Thou shalt see 

thy children’s children, and peace upon Israel.” (Psalm 128) 

 But no discussion of this nature would be complete without also pointing to the fact that 

in the world you find only a wicked caricature of the holy bond of matrimony. This is true 

basically, because by nature we are spiritual adulterers and adulteresses. Already in paradise a 

third party, Satan, interfered and thereby disrupted the covenant fellowship between God and our 

first parents. Adam and Eve forsook the friendship of God for an entangling alliance with the 

devil. That bore its bitter fruits in their own marital relationship. The Lord informs Eve that He 

will increase her sorrow and her conception, and that in sorrow she will bring forth children. 

Moreover, her sexual impulse and natural desire will powerfully draw her to her husband, and he 

will rule as a tyrant over her. How evident this becomes among sinful men, where selfishness 

governs the human heart, and where the motivation of all sexual relationships is “the lust of the 

eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life.” That revealed itself in that small Hollywood of 

before the flood: Lamech, the bigamist, with his beguiling, lustful family. But it also came to 

manifestation in that which called itself “church,” for the sons of God were attracted to the 



daughters of men by mere sexual appeal, which resulted in mixed marriages and a rapid 

apostacy. Even among Israel, as well as among the pagans, idol worship was always associated 

with sexual indulgence. The most abominable forms of fornication were committed under the 

subterfuge of religion. They only prove the truth of Romans 1, that “they changed the glory of 

the incorruptible God into an image made like unto corruptible man…wherefore God also gave 

them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies 

between themselves.”  

But this is no less true in the more modern and cultured sections of the world. According 

to the testimony of Scripture, we all by nature are “foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 

lusts and pleasures.” That becomes evident from the night clubs, road houses, and taverns which 

are so prominent in our day. But that also appears from the theaters and dancehalls, which thrive 

on their sexual appeal. A mere glance at the billboards or at the ads in the daily papers convinces 

us that the main attraction of the theater is its brazen display of the anatomy, and its shameless 

delight in immorality. Who can sit out a picture of that kind without being affected by it? Very 

closely allied to these, and actually much closer within our reach, are the plays of the radio and 

television. The devil succeeds, at the turn of a knob, to bring the whole world with all her carnal 

lusts right into our living room. And when you tire of that, he has on hand all kinds of magazines 

and novels to make it possible for you to share in the iniquities of Babylon, by obscene pictures, 

vile and suggestive stories, or filthy, off-color jokes. 

This is actually only a sample of the loose morals of our “religious” America. Also the 

world speaks of love, but either exalts it as a god, or speaks of it in a whisper, with a twisted 

smile behind the back of the hand. To her, love is nothing more than an outburst of passionate 

lust. People fall madly “in love,” sometimes upon a mere acquaintance. They are so infatuated 

for the moment that all reason is flung to the wind. The fact that they are in love is sufficient 

excuse for all their foolish antics, rash deeds and indecencies. Too often, this results only in a 

rude awakening after serious and irreparable damage has been done. 

Moreover, what the world calls marriage is frequently nothing more than a form of 

legalized prostitution. Those who enter this state seem to think that this gives them a license to 

freely indulge in the full satisfaction of their sexual impulses. When they weary of each other, 

they have no scruples to look around, and either secretly or openly resort to promiscuity. And 

that in the name of “love,” which is the sole governing factor in their lives. If necessary, they 

will sacrifice their home and their children, and step from one marriage into another, as readily 

as they would trade an old automobile for a newer model. 

In many cases, children are unwelcome, either because they cannot “afford them,” or they 

simply cannot be bothered by them in their mad chase to keep up with the Joneses. The husband 

insists on his selfish interests; the wife, in turn, wants her equality, or her career. If children do 

arrive, these are often entrusted to the care of others, so that the wife can live her own life or help 

support the family. 

 This is a far cry from the holy state of matrimony, as it is known in the Scriptures. And 

yet how readily the “sons of God” fall victim to it. How easy it is to set up a double standard of 

morals. A young man may think that he can take his fling before marriage, but the girl he marries 

must be chaste in every way. The young woman nurtures the idea that to capture her man she 

must resemble Jezebel and her escort, both in make-up and dress, but that after they are married 

they will settle down to a respectable life together. Moreover, we cannot warn too strenuously 

that many marriages are spoiled before they are ever consummated. True love does not tempt 

into sin, nor give in to enticements, but is determined to maintain honor and respect for one 



another, according to the Word of God. Young people who prayerfully seek the guidance of the 

Lord in their choice of a life mate (the Lord knows who it is, even though it may still be hidden 

from us), and prayerfully walk in fear during the period of “going steady” and engagement, will 

not carry with them through the years that constant reminder that causes them to cry out in bitter 

complaint, “sins of youth remember not.” 

 To the young man of the church, Scripture says: “You are strong, you have resisted the 

evil one.” To refuse to go along with the world in her drunken orgies, or to associate with her in 

her immoral words and deeds, is not a sign of weakness or cowardice, but of true spiritual 

courage and manhood. 

 To the young woman of the church, Scripture comes with the exhortation: Let your 

beauty be the inward adornment of a meek and quiet spirit, a beauty that does not wash off, that 

has not disappeared when you meet across the breakfast table, and that never fades, but blossoms 

in matured attractiveness as the years roll by. 

 To both young men and young women, Scripture declares: Keep yourselves unspotted 

from the world. Don’t be unduly concerned for fear of becoming a lonely spinster or an 

unwanted bachelor. Don’t marry just for the sake of companionship. There is something worse 

than not being married, and that is an unhappy marriage. To repent at leisure can take a long 

time. Don’t marry outside of the church, for you know as well as I do, that spiritual unity is basis 

for any unity whatever, also and especially in marriage. Don’t cherish the vain hope that you 

might still win the girl to your convictions after she becomes your wife. And don’t be so foolish 

as to imagine that you are just exactly the person to reform a man by marrying him. 

 Seek your pleasures, your good times, in a clean, wholesome atmosphere. Keep your 

hearts and minds from evil to keep your bodies pure. Never forget that the spirit is willing 

enough, but the flesh is weak. 

 And remember that you are temples of the Holy Spirit. Ye are not your own. Ye are 

purchased with the price of the blood of Golgotha. 
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