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 In this season of the year when we again approach the day upon which we take special 

note of the resurrection of our Lord, it is mete that we take note especially of the signs which 

accompanied His resurrection. 

 Did you know that the world cannot see those signs, and even if they could see them, 

they have no meaning for them? They simply consider the whole thing a farce. This was what the 

world thought already when Jesus was on earth and at the time of His resurrection. They said, 

“The disciples have stolen the body of Jesus out of the tomb, and now they say that He arose 

from the dead.” All this, in spite of the fact that a huge stone was rolled against the door of the 

sepulcher. Besides, the sepulcher was heavily guarded by the soldiers. It simply would have been 

an impossibility for the disciples to steal the body of Jesus. 

 Thus to the world the whole thing seems foolish and ridiculous, but to us who are of the 

household of faith, who belong to the church as being living members of the body of Christ, to us 

it is a matter of faith. For we look at those signs with the eye of faith. Not only that, but we look 

at them in the light of the Word of God which He has so beautifully revealed to us. And the 

Word of God comes to us in the Holy Scriptures not only, but it is also written in our hearts. 

 What, then, are those signs, and what do they mean? If you will turn to John 20:1-10 with 

me, there we see the first few signs. First, there is the sign of the fact that the stone was rolled 

away from the sepulcher. We read that there was a loud noise and an angel rolled away the stone 

and sat upon it. 

 The question has been raised whether Jesus arose at that time or whether He had arisen 

before this time. Without going into detail on this point, it is my conviction that Jesus had 

already risen. Jesus had completed all His work, all that God had required of Him. So why 

should He stay in the grave longer than necessary. I believe He arose one minute after midnight, 

so to speak. He had tasted death and corruption in our behalf, being our organic as well as legal 

head. As for the fact that the angel rolled the stone away, this was merely a sign that Jesus had 

risen. At the same time, it was a manifestation of the power and might of our glorious Triune 

God. Amidst the rumble, the soldiers were as dead men. Yet they let themselves be persuaded by 

the Pharisees to say that the disciples stole the body while they slept. 

 When the women arrived at the sepulcher, they saw that the body was gone, and Mary 

immediately concludes that the body was taken away. And she comes to Peter and John and tells 

them as much. Peter and John rush to the sepulcher and see that the body was very truly gone. 

But they see more. The linen clothes which had been wrapped around the body of Jesus and the 

napkin which was around His head are lying as if undisturbed. Yet the body of Jesus was no 

longer inside. What convincing evidence of the fact of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus! Also, 

this very clearly indicates that Jesus arose with a glorified and spiritual body which could emerge 

from the linen clothes without disturbing them. 

 When Peter and John returned to their homes, Mary stayed behind. She took one last look 

into the sepulcher, and there she saw two angels, one at the head and the other at the feet of 

where Jesus’ body had been. They were again emphasizing the empty linen clothes. 

 But Mary doesn’t even notice. She says, “They have taken away my Lord.” And she turns 

herself and meets her Lord face to face. But she doesn’t recognize Him. But when Jesus speaks 

to her heart, “Mary,” He opens her eyes and she says, “Rabboni” which is to say “Master.” Jesus 



forbids her to touch Him because He had not yet ascended. Then He instructs her to tell His 

disciples that He is risen from the dead. Oh, yes, He is risen indeed! Also, we have the testimony 

of the angels when the women first came to the sepulcher. They said, “Why seek ye the living 

among the dead?” What a wonderful Gospel these angels proclaim here. Why seek ye the living 

among the dead? These women had thought to do a last service for their beloved Lord. They 

thought that the least they could do was to perform this last rite of administering these expensive 

spices and aloes. These spices were expensive in those days. The women probably chipped in 

their little mites they had saved in order that they might buy the spices. A last work of love upon 

their beloved Jesus. That is why they were so disappointed when they saw the empty tomb. Then 

they heard the wonderful message of the angels, “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is 

not here; He is risen!” 

 Besides all this evidence we have discussed so far of the fact of the resurrection, there are 

all the rest of the appearances of the risen Lord between the time of His resurrection and His 

ascension. These are all considered as evidences or signs of the resurrection. 

 That resurrection has a great significance for us also as young people in the church. It 

means that the work which Christ set out to do unto our salvation has been consummated. There 

is only one thing still to come and that is the ascension of our Lord and the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit, and that took place on Pentecost. Now He is in heaven at the right hand of God from 

whence He sends His Spirit, the Comforter, into our hearts. And with that Spirit, He leads and 

guides us into all the truth. And now we still have the promise of His second coming when He 

shall take us unto His bosom in heavenly glory. 

 Yes, Jesus Christ our Lord is risen indeed. Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is 

risen and He lives. Oh, yes, He lives! That is not only the confession of the child of God, but also 

his comfort. He is not dead, but he lives. And if you ask the child of God, “How do you know 

that He lives?” then that child of God will say with all humility and contrition of heart, “He lives, 

oh yes! He lives within my heart.” 
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