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 The year 1956 started off on the wrong foot for many people, but especially so for 

devotees of classical literature who suddenly discovered that their beloved Bard of Avon was 

being subjected to heavy crossfire on both sides of the Atlantic. Their stumbling block was an 

upstart New Yorker who began to push even harder his claims that Shakespeare as a writer, was 

more fiction than fact. His accomplice in this degrading affair is none less than an English 

clergyman who agreed to allow the opening of a tomb in his diocese in an attempt to prove that 

Shakespeare was really a game poacher in self-imposed exile from his home town of Avon, and 

that he hired out as a glorified errand-boy to one Christopher Marlowe, who did the actual 

writing, but because he too was on the Queen’s “Wanted” list, kept himself hidden in the castle 

of his patron. Calvin Hoffman of New York, tells the story this way: William Shakespeare was a 

spirited young farmer who supplemented the family larder with some of the royal game from the 

woods and fields near Avon. In doing so, he aroused the ire of the local gendarmes, and fearing 

that the evidence against him was too strong, he sought to lose himself in the slums of London. 

 Marlowe, meanwhile, had been writing plays which are similar to those later attributed to 

Shakespeare, but in his extra-curricular activities crossed up the royal authorities who accused 

him of treason and set out to arrest him. 

 Marlowe countered by bribing the local coroner to put his (Marlowe’s) name on the death 

certificate of a drunk killed in a tavern brawl, and as far as the outside world is concerned, 

Marlowe was dead. He then hired young Shakespeare to act as his “front” and channeled his 

writings through him to the publishers. 

 Whether Mr. Hoffman’s contentions prove to be real or rumor means little to us, who 

have been educated largely in parochial schools where Shakespeare was treated merely as the 

most popular of the classical writers. But in many public institutions of learning, he is spoken of 

in an attitude of near-worship, and any contradiction to this thinking is looked upon as 

irreligious. 

 We can easily understand why these people strenuously oppose even the suggestion that 

their hero was actually a heel. If proved to be so, not only their idol, but also their self-respect 

(having believed in a false notion) would be trampled on the hard cobblestones of public ridicule. 

 How different this attitude is from that maintained by those who have been educated in 

our Christian schools. There, while Shakespeare is looked upon as the most popular writer in the 

English language, his real function is that of a part in the overall plan of God to glorify himself 

through creation. So then, whether Shakespeare has a place as an author in his own right or 

merely as Marlowe’s errand boy, he is filling his part of God’s plan. Nothing more, nothing less. 

 In our times changes such as these have become the norm rather than the exception. 

Many facts that were held to be the absolute truth a few years ago, have been found erroneous, 

and to some people this proves that all truth is relative. Our most cherished beliefs today, 

according to this theory, may be the joke of tomorrow. Those who uphold this principle even 

apply this to our conception of God. 

 If all our concepts are based in the One Truth, then changes, whether in society, science, 

or whatever sphere they occur, cannot frustrate or even confuse us. 

 Often as youngsters, and sometimes more so as teenagers, we are ashamed that we attend 

parochial schools, thereby setting ourselves apart from those who attend the public schools. 



Never be ashamed of this. You are receiving the more complete education, simply because that 

which is taught is treated, more or less, according to subject matter, in the light of Scripture, the 

most solid base any education can have. Because the treatment of subject matter in the light of 

Scripture frequently varies according to basic doctrines, we will naturally be more satisfied with 

the teachings in our own schools. 

 With this kind of education you will not be thrown into turmoil every time the authorship 

of classic literature is challenged or a new element is discovered that “just wasn’t supposed to 

exist.” 
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