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 You may have already noticed that this issue is somewhat different from preceding ones. 

It is true that the contents and appearance are still the same. However, there have been changes 

made as far as the various editors are concerned. Therefore, I think it is proper that in this 

editorial we bid farewell to those who leave, and welcome those who take their places. This we 

do on behalf of the Beacon Lights’ Staff as well as the Federation Board of Protestant Reformed 

Young People’s Societies.  

 The first change which must be noted is that of Editor-in-Chief. Rev. J. McCollam of 

Holland has served faithfully over the past several years. I know that he very much enjoyed the 

task. He spent much time on Beacon Lights, and very gladly traveled the distance from Holland 

to Grand Rapids to lead the staff meetings. However, because of his many other duties, he felt 

that he could no longer put in the necessary amount of time and work, and therefore believed that 

he should resign. We are indeed sorry to see him leave, and wish to thank him publicly for all 

that he has done for Beacon Lights. 

 Our new editor is quite well acquainted with Beacon Lights. In his pre-marital state, he 

spent many hours with the staff. And now, after being away from Beacon Lights for a few years, 

he has consented to come back and serve as editor. His name is Mr. Charles Westra, probably 

better known as Chuck. Under his guidance we hope and pray that, with God’s blessing, Beacon 

Lights may continue to be a means whereby our young people may be edified and strengthened 

in the faith. 

 The second new addition to the staff is Tom Newhof, Jr., as Business Manager. He 

replaces Don Faber, who recently received a new job and, therefore, has been unable to take the 

time necessary for this task. We also desire to thank him for all he has done for Beacon Lights in 

the past as business manager. 

 Two of our regular contributing editors also found it necessary to resign, since they too 

thought that they did not have time to do justice to their departments. They are Dwight Monsma, 

editor of Nature Study, and John Haan, editor of Current Comments. They too deserve our 

appreciation and thanks for their many fine articles in the past. 

 The new editor for Nature Study is Miss Agatha Lubbers. Miss Lubbers teaches at our 

Hope Protestant Reformed Christian School, and she is very much interested in the study of 

nature. 

 Jim Jonker takes over the rubric Current Comments. Jim is now a student at Grand 

Rapids Christian High. He is a very capable young man and should supply us with many 

interesting and informative articles in the future. 

 There has been one other new appointment. Dave Engelsma, of our Hope Church, 

replaces Miss Ruth Dykstra as the regional staff writer from Michigan. 

 Once more, we thank those who are now leaving, for doing their jobs so faithfully and so 

well. At the same time, we welcome those who were willing to step in and take over. 

………. 
  

This has been the problem which has faced the staff as well as the Federation Board with 

regard to Beacon Lights. We have felt for some time that Beacon Lights should again be 

expanded so as to include other departments. The main question is, what will they be? For this, 



we would ask your consideration and cooperation. Young People, it has always been emphasized 

that Beacon Lights is your magazine. Now here we present you with the opportunity to show 

how much you really think of it, and how much responsibility you feel toward it. Nor would we 

exclude our older readers. We ask all of you to consider the following. 

 Everyone must have some opinion about what they would like to read in Beacon Lights, 

outside of the departments which we now have. Talk it over with your friends, and by all means, 

write in to our Editor concerning your ideas. I know how easy it is to let Henry or John do it. 

Therefore, I would suggest that before you forget, you sit down and write your impressions – and 

mail the letter. Show your concern about the future growth of Beacon Lights. 

 Of course, we are not without some ideas of our own. I would present them now and also 

ask you to comment on them. In the first place, we thought that a department treating some phase 

of education would be worthwhile. Here again the question would be, what should be treated. 

Such a department could deal with the practical aspects of education, or with the true philosophy 

behind Protestant Reformed education. If you would favor such a department, whom would you 

desire to see as editor of it? 

 Another suggestion, which may contain great possibilities, was to include in Beacon 

Lights the department of Book Reviews again. The idea is not to do as was formerly done, that 

is, to review those “tear-jerking,’ pseudo-religious novels which can hardly be classified as either 

literature or as religious. Rather, the idea is to review only those books which every Protestant 

Reformed home library should have. Qualified men in our midst, probably our ministers, could 

individually list approximately twelve books which they consider necessary in our homes. From 

these, a committee would choose about six books which would be reviewed over the period of a 

year. The reviews then could be given by those best acquainted with the particular book. In this 

way you, our reader, would be guided in your choice of books in building your library. Questions 

as to what is the best commentary to have in your libraries, which books could best aid us in our 

society preparation, etc., would be answered to your satisfaction. 

 Of course, if such a department is desired, it would not end merely with reviews. We 

could follow up the reviews by offering the book to you, possibly at a reduced rate. Thus, you 

would know not only which books to buy, but you would be given the opportunity to purchase 

them. 

 If you do nothing else, we certainly would appreciate your response to this last 

suggestion. For if we are to carry it through, we must know that you want it. Also, we must know 

positively how many would be willing to take each book offered (unless you already have it in 

your library). If we are to begin a Reformed “book club,” and offer discounts, we need a fairly 

large number of members. 

 It should not really be necessary to point out the values of participating in such a venture; 

however, here are a few. You would not be buying books haphazardly or arbitrarily. You would 

receive, at a discount, books you should have in your library. Also, the reviews in Beacon Lights 

would guide you as to the best way to make use of such books. 

 If you are favorably inclined to this idea, then by all means write our new editor: Mr. 

Charles Westra, 1722 Alto, S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. Remember, it would be a shame if you 

favor the idea, and yet it is not realized because you and others failed to take the time to write. 

 Finally, I would give full credit and thanks to Mr. Al Heemstra who presented us with the 

suggestion of the possibility of such a book review department. 
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