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 Young people, may we ask you for a few minutes of your time to consider with us the 

most important question of your life? 

 No, we do not have in mind the question of your life’s occupation, nor the question of 

marriage, nor that of the church, however important these and other related questions may be. 

We have in mind a matter that supersedes the combination of all of these questions which have 

significance only for this present life and are, therefore, questions of temporal significance. 

 Our question is first because it is of primary importance and because all of these other 

matters can only be determined in the light of our answer to it. Furthermore, the question we 

have in mind is of such magnitude that, consciously or unconsciously, willingly or unwillingly, 

we are unable to evade it and are busy every moment in some way or another expressing our 

answer to it. 

 That question concerns GOD! Although there are many possible formulations of the 

question, we would like to put it in a very concise and personal form and ask, “What is your 

God?” 

 From the point of view of our Confession we will all unitedly agree and without 

hesitation declare: “The one only simple and spiritual Being, which we call God, is ETERNAL, 

INCOMPREHENSIBLE, INVISIBLE, IMMUTABLE, INFINITE, AND ALMIGHTY.” (Belgic 

Conf. Art. 1) And to confess all of this more concisely, we may put it in the familiar phrase, 

“GOD IS SOVEREIGN.” Indeed so, and lest there be some misunderstanding as to our meaning, 

we will even add the qualative phrase, “ABSOLUTELY SOVEREIGN,” and should this not 

suffice we will explain still further by pointing to the fact that GOD IS LORD over every 

creature, small and great, for everything He upholds and governs by His Almighty Providence so 

that His eternal and immutable counsel is executed with perfect exactitude. Not only does He 

rule over the brute creation and controls what we often refer to as “the powers of nature,” but 

also the free actions of His moral, rational creatures are determined by Him. From the beginning 

to the end there is never anything that He has not purposed to be, and always all things are just as 

He would have them. GOD IS SOVEREIGN!  

 To acknowledge formally the truth of this confession and to admit freely that it can easily 

be proven from Holy Writ is one thing. To really believe it and to maintain it consistently, 

without compromise, in all of its practical implications, is quite another. There are but few who 

are able to do the latter, but the former is so general among people of historically Reformed 

stock, that the saying, “God is sovereign,” has almost become trite; and when it is used, many do 

not even know its plain meaning. Although they do not dare to come out and openly deny the 

truth of the Sovereignty of God, but prefer to pretend to believe it, an attempted discussion of the 

subject with them will uncover the alarming truth that: 

 (1) They do not sense the beauty, experience the comfort, or know the power of this 

confession for… 

 (2) They prefer not to discuss it but before they can be made to admit the perfectly 

legitimate conclusions that may be drawn from the truth of the Sovereignty of God, they will 

hasten to distract your attention to what they call “other things in the Bible.” These “other 

things” are supposed to conflict with the truth of Divine Sovereignty and are intentionally cast 

upon the way in an attempt to block the drawing of clear inferences and legitimate conclusions 



from the truth. This is indeed a subtle attempt to force you to discard the truth and accept error. 

You have heard it in many forms. For example: “Man’s responsibility and Divine Sovereignty in 

the absolute sense are irreconcilable; the addressability of the Gospel cannot be maintained if 

absolute, double Predestination be preached, etc., etc.” Beware of this! 

 (3) When they are confronted with the alternative of denying God’s Sovereignty in the 

absolute sense as the inevitable result of their clinging to their erroneous conception of “other 

things in the Bible,” they do not hesitate to seek refuge in the seemingly pious argument, “These 

things are a mystery.” And that stifles all further discussion. 

 However, that cannot be the end of the matter. Error is never suppressed that way. It is 

only given a footing from which it can now throw its poisonous fangs. Attention is immediately 

concentrated on those so-called “other things.” God’s Sovereignty is slightly or entirely ignored. 

Without an open denial of it in relation to the Counsel of Predestination, the gospel (?) is then 

preached as a well-meaning offer of salvation on the part of God to all men without distinction. 

While abstractly admitting that God sovereignly determines the destiny of His moral, rational 

creature, it is maintained that in His intention, the Sovereign (?) God desires the salvation of all 

men. While claiming to maintain that the Promise of God is a solemn oath which God swears by 

Himself to show unto the heirs of the promise the immutability of His counsel, it is emphatically 

avowed that “God promises everyone of you that, if you believe, you will be saved.” 

Acknowledging that man is “dead in trespasses and sins” and, therefore, totally depraved, it is 

nevertheless insisted upon that “man’s act of conversion is a pre-requisite to entering the 

Kingdom of Heaven.” 

 Apart now from the theological absurdities involved in the above, we are at present solely 

concerned with the question, “Where do these things lead us in answering the question, ‘What is 

God?’”  

 A God that offers salvation to all is nothing more than my equal. Salvation and the 

obtaining of salvation then becomes a bargaining process in which I and God stand in relation to 

each other as two equal parties in much the same way as I and my grocer. The latter may have 

some day-old vegetables which he has not been able to bargain off and offers them to me free of 

charge. I may take them or leave them as I see fit. Another possibility is that which makes a 

mockery of God, assuming God to offer that which He does not have to give. In that case the 

grocer may greet me at the door of his store and offer me all the pork in his meat-case while he 

knows that he has only beef. Such might be considered a cute prank, but to make a prank of the 

gospel is mockery. At any rate, a God Who degrades Himself to the level of man to enter 

bargaining relationships with him reduces Himself to man’s equal, loses His sovereignty, and, in 

that case, man can just as well worship and serve himself. Why not? 

 A God Who seeks the salvation of all men but Whose intentions and purposes are 

frustrated by man is less and weaker than man. Likewise, He becomes a God, whose work is 

conditioned by, and dependent upon, the work of man. Such a God is surely unworthy of 

worship, service, and honor. If such is the case, the whole reality of the truth becomes twisted. 

Then Man, the greater, is elevated to the throne, and God, the lesser, becomes a servant, bowing 

before the throne and saying to man, “What can I do for you?” Such is also evident in the logical 

conclusion of such doctrine as seen in the modern altar-call. Have you not heard it? “God is 

willing, God is waiting, God is wanting so to save you…won’t you let Him; open your heart to 

Him now and say to Him that you will accept Him (as your servant, of course).” If such is God, 

he is not needed; and man can better save himself. 



 GOD IS SOVEREIGN! There is only one God. There is none beside Him. GOD does, 

with all things, all of the time, all of His eternal good pleasure. He asks counsel from no one. He 

has no need of assistance. He is dependent upon none. As Elisha Cole said: “That whatsoever 

things are requisite to salvation are given of God freely to all the elect, and wrought in them 

effectually by the Divine power, in order that salvation to which He hath appointed them.” And 

again, “It (the covenant of grace) therefore runs not upon conditional or fallible terms, ‘I will, if 

ye will,’ but absolute and sovereign, ‘I will, and ye shall.’ This covenant does not only give life 

upon terms of believing, but faith also, and holiness as the necessary means of attaining that life, 

and this, not upon your ingenuous compliance, as some term it, or better improvement of what 

you have in common with other men, BUT OF GRACE.” 

 And grace is sovereign for GOD is sovereign. A God that is less in any degree than 

ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGN is unworthy of praise, honor, and glory. 

 “What, then, is your God?” 
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