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 No doubt all will remember that in the not-too-distant past, the United States Supreme 

Court made a unique decision, a decision that greatly affected the South. This decision, which 

stirred up waves of southern protest, forbade segregated public schools, that is, separate schools 

for white and Negro children. To most southern Negroes, this meant that the gates of opportunity 

were no longer closed. To most southern white people this meant the gates of chaos were 

opening. And the whites, used to segregation in almost everything, including golf-courses, buses, 

restaurants, were swift to fight back in language and actions reminiscent of Civil War days. 

 In the Virginia Senate a rather novel plan was introduced. A constitutional amendment 

was proposed which would affirm the Supreme Court’s power to desegregate schools. Then, the 

South confidently hopes that this amendment will be defeated, since it is necessary for three-

fourths of the states to approve it in order to make it law. With twelve fairly solid Southern 

negative votes, only one more state would be needed. 

 The Alabama legislature passed a much more rebellious resolution, stating that until the 

issue was decided by submission to the states of a constitutional amendment, “The legislature of 

Alabama declares the decision and orders of the Supreme Court of the U.S. relating to the 

separation of the races in the public schools are, as a matter of right, null, void, and no effect; 

and the legislature of Alabama declares to all men that, as a matter of right, this State is not 

bound to abide thereby.” Any history student certainly remembers that the doctrines of states’ 

rights and nullification were also boldly defended by John C. Calhoun shortly before the War 

between the States. 

 In Mississippi, newly inaugurated governor James Coleman, flatly opposed to the 

Supreme Court’s order, stated, “Those who propose to mix the races in our public schools might 

as well try to dip the Atlantic dry with a teaspoon.” Later, however, he said, “I believe in 

preserving segregation but I don’t believe in making war over it…I am a Southerner, all right, 

but I am also an American…’Our Federal Union must and shall be preserved.’ That’s what I 

believe.” 

 In the early part of February at the State Capital in Richmond, Virginia, four governors, 

namely, Stanley of Virginia, Coleman of Mississippi, Timmerman of South Carolina, and Griffin 

of Georgia, proclaimed a pattern of opposition to the Supreme Court. The governors 

recommended to their state legislatures, “That there be adopted a resolution of interposition, or 

protest in appropriate language, against the encroachment of the central government upon the 

sovereignty of the several states and their people.” Griffin of Georgia, whom many sports fans 

will recall as the one who tried to prevent the Georgia Tech and University of Pittsburgh bowl 

game because of a second-string Negro half-back on Pittsburgh’s team, wanted to use stronger 

language. He insisted that interposition implied (1) a state’s right to nullify federal laws, (2) a 

state governor’s right to call out state forces to defend states’ rights. But Griffin’s reckless 

bluster was not yet the tone of the South’s leaders. The other three governors reflected the 

painful tension of serious Southerners who are unable to face the prospect of desegregation and 

yet are reluctant to defy the authority of the U.S. 

 Demonstrators, 250 strong, appeared at the State Capital in Nashville, Tennessee, 

carrying banners reading, “TENNESSEE BETRAYED, SEGREGATION OR WAR, and GOD, 

THE ORIGINAL SEGREGATIONIST.” Governor Frank Clement, showing his intelligence and 



sense of responsibility, heard out the demonstrators who wanted to have the Supreme Court’s 

order also declared “null and void,” but said he did not approve of their agitation and “pressure 

tactics” and refused to give them the action they wanted. 

 After a long fight in court, Autherine Lucy, a 26-year old Negro, finally won admittance 

to the University of Alabama. She was, however, under restrictions and might not sleep in any 

university dormitory or eat in any university dining room. She was trailed by a policeman 

constantly, for her own protection, for her fellow students soon started violent demonstrations. 

Crosses were burned in Ku Klux Klan style, cries of “To hell with Autherine” and “Keep ‘Bama 

white” filled the air, cars were mobbed and wrecked, eggs and stones were boldly thrown. 

Finally, the board of Trustees succumbed to mob rule and suspended Miss Lucy for her safety 

and the safety of others at the university. Although contempt of court charges were filed by her 

lawyer, whatever the legal outcome, Autherine faces an uncertain future at the university. The 

police had done little against the mob, and university officials seem unconcerned. But Miss Lucy 

won’t give up. “I merely wanted an education,” she said. “I will keep fighting until I get one.” 

 The racial segregation issue, much to the Democrat’s dismay, will undoubtedly be a 

campaign issue also this year. This puts them in a quandary since the South is, for the most part, 

Democratic and yet 80% of the northern Negroes vote their way. If the party platform favors 

segregation, they quite probably will lose a lot of northern support, while if desegregation is 

favored, it might cost them their “Solid South.” This question could easily cause a severe split in 

that party, practically guaranteeing a Republican victory. The Democrats, thus far, have tried to 

bypass the issue; but the Republicans, of course, chose not to ignore it. 

 Aside from the possible election results of this fight, people are wondering what its 

outcome will be. The courts and the federal government are unrelenting in their action; yet the 

South is just as staunch and persistent in maintaining their cause. Could this lead to another civil 

war? It could, I suppose, but that prospect is very, very doubtful. For one thing, there is a greater 

feeling of unity and nationalism pervading our nation. Although some extremists talk Civil War 

language, the serious thinkers both pro and con would hate to fight. There are many northerners 

who would not push the desegregation order and many southerners who firmly believe in 

preserving the Union regardless. But – “somethin’s gotta give.” What will it be? Your guess is as 

good as mine. 

 Every state in the union is bound to abide by the U.S. Constitution. And according to the 

Constitution, the Supreme Court’s decision is the correct and logical thing, for segregation is 

definitely unconstitutional. Since the Constitution maintains that all men are created equal and all 

citizens have equal rights under law, the Negro is entitled to the place which Southern whites 

refuse to give him. Although the Constitutional principles are contrary to Scripture, there is no 

Scriptural basis for segregating the Negro and the white in public educational institutions. 
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