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 For some time, I have been collecting bits of interesting and informative anecdotes and 

facts concerning the plant and animal world about us. This article, therefore, will not be in the 

form of a running account, but rather a collection of scraps about familiar animals. 

 Before the year 1850, there was not an English sparrow in the United States; that year 

eight pairs were imported by the Brooklyn Institute. In Mexico there is a wild turkey that has a 

habit of sitting in a tree when pursued and then never lets her eye off her pursuer. The story goes 

that a coyote will run around the tree until the hen gets so dizzy that she falls out and is eaten; 

thus the expression, “Dizzy Hen.” The Bob-white has been known to have as many as thirty-two 

eggs in her nest at a time and the problem is that there is not enough room for all. She solves this 

by placing the eggs on end so that they take a minimum of space. 

 Do you ever wonder how the leadership of a flock of geese is determined? It seems that 

the strongest male parent of a small flock assumes leadership and that a real contest ensues when 

several small flocks band together, again with the strongest of the strong winning the favored 

position. It is a fact that the pheasant has the most acute sense of hearing found in any game bird. 

The life span of small birds has been found to be somewhere between ten and fifteen years, for 

such birds as robins, thrushes, swallows, etc. Larger birds such as the crow and the parrot live 

much longer on the average. 

 A few interesting facts about bats are these: They are among the most accurate flyers in 

the world, and when they are flying, they get tangled in nothing, not even a woman’s long hair. 

Bats do have eyes, and can use them, with the exception of a few entirely cave-dwelling species 

which are said to be totally blind. They are not classed as birds and give birth to their young; 

thus, they are mammals and do not lay eggs. A bat can carry almost double its own weight while 

in flight; more than any other flying animal can. 

 It seems strange that the ever-present carp was unknown in this country before 1877. At 

that time we imported 350 young fish from Germany for the purpose of stocking some streams. 

Certain species of the Horned toad can survive in a piece of cement for over a year. During this 

time they are hibernating and have no need for nourishment. There is a species of frog in Africa 

that reaches a weight of ten pounds, and native tribes in French West Africa and Cameroons 

consider them a delicacy. 

 Some households have both a cat and a bird and this presents a great problem of saving 

the bird from the cat’s claws and jaws. One cure for the cat might be the use of a strong whip. If 

this doesn’t solve the problem, take the bird from the cat’s mouth and douse it with pepper 

before allowing the cat to eat it. It might be wise at the same time to keep a bell around the 

kitty’s neck so that you know what is going on. The Cocker Spaniel was known as the “cocking 

spaniel” centuries ago in England where they were used for flushing woodcock and other birds 

of this kind. A dog, similar to common ones today, was the only animal ever domesticated by the 

American Indian; he was then the only animal friend a man had. No pork of any kind should be 

fed to dogs. Potatoes, too, are banned as part of dog diet. 

 It may be quite surprising, but rabbits do swim. Fact is that the swamp and marsh rabbits 

are excellent swimmers; all rabbits will resort to water to escape predators. When animals are 

caught in a trap by their feet or legs, it is quite common that they twist off the appendage in order 

to get free. If they do chew themselves free, they will only gnaw at the portion of the leg which 



has been numbed by the trap. The front legs of a deer are not joined to the body…the front legs 

are connected to the body with muscles and ligaments. Deer have no gall bladder, though many 

people aver to the contrary. 

 During the early 1800’s bison or buffalo were finally hunted from the western plains. 

Records indicate that in 1882 over 200,000 were killed; in 1883, 40,000; and in 1884, only 

3,000. The Biological Survey estimates that there are now about 22,000 buffaloes on this 

continent. 

 It would appear that the ferocity of mammals increases as proportionate size decreases. 

Mink, marten and other animals of this type are more blood-thirsty than the larger carnivores, 

while the smaller members of the weasel family pass the larger members of this group in 

ferocity. The tiny insect-eating shrews are fierce and aggressive; and such animals, if increased 

to the size of, say, a cougar, with their characteristics increased in proportion, would probably be 

the most terrible of existing carnivores. 

 You have undoubtedly noticed at one time or another that animals and birds become 

aware of approaching rain or bad weather. It is most probably that their ear membranes are more 

sensitive than ours and thus they can detect the difference in air pressure. Bad weather is 

indicated, for instance, when bees become irritable and linger near their hives; when the garden 

spider strengthens its web; when ducks raise themselves on their toes and become noisy; when 

roosters crow during the evening, or at other odd times; or when oxen and deer raise their noses, 

sniff the air, and go into huddles. 

 There is no real explanation for the fact that horses have a great antipathy to the camel, 

but it seems to be instinctive. Though this aversion has been noted for many hundreds of years, 

no real explanation has been presented. It may be that the camel’s odor is objectionable to the 

horse. 

 A rattler and copperhead snake are dangerous the minute they are born…they are born 

alive, snapping and ready for all kinds of trouble. A snake is the only vertebrae animal that can 

swallow things larger than itself. The water moccasin is strictly a southern snake. The snakes 

called moccasin in the north are a harmless variety. Venomous snakes are not too common in the 

north anyway. According to Prof. W. B. Hermes of the University of California, the bite of a 

Black Widow spider is fatal to human beings about once in a hundred times. 

 Very little of the chamois that we buy in the store is made from the skin of the chamois, 

an antelope of the high and most inaccessible mountains of Europe and Western Asia. It is made 

from various skins and is dressed with fish oil. The compass points true north from Charleston, 

South Carolina, on a north-westerly line that passes close to Columbus, Ohio, and runs through 

Lansing, Michigan, into Lake Superior. According to experts, osage-orange wood and palm or 

yew wood is suited to make excellent bows for hunting. By the way, Jim Bowie did invent the 

Bowie knife. However, it was fashioned to his orders by James Black, a western blacksmith 

around 1830. This rests upon the testimony of Dan W. Jones, former governor of Arkansas, with 

whose father Mr. Black spent his last days. The mistake that a negro made the knife seems to 

have crept in due to the blacksmith’s name. 

 Should you ever want a map which would give you all the details of a particular 

area…say your country; all you need to do is write to the Geological Survey, Washington, D.C., 

and one will be forthcoming. 

 Did you ever know that there are about three hundred varieties of oaks? And that fifty-

five are native to America? 

 



 

  Seven Mammal Myths: 

 

1. That porcupines “shoot” their quills; 

2. That a prairie dog, burrowing owl, and rattlesnake live amicably in the same burrow; 

3. That the mating habits of opossum are different from that of other animals; 

4. That the red squirrel habitually attempts and many times succeeds in performing surgical 

operations on gray squirrels; 

5. That skunks use their tails to flick their scent; 

6. That beavers suck air from logs to make them sink; and 

7. That bats are blind. 

 

 Seven Snake Myths: 

 

1. Myth of the single-horned rattlesnake. 

2. Mythical belief that many female snakes swallow their young in order to protect them. 

3. Myth of the efficacy of the madstone in treating snake-bite. 

4. Mythical belief that a rattlesnake does not hiss. 

5. Myth of the hoop snake. 

6. Myth of the snake that milks cows. 

7. Myth of the snake that whips human beings to death. 

 

 The Seven Sleepers: 

 

1. Are the bear, the raccoon, woodchuck, jumping mouse, chipmunk, skunk, and bat. We know 

of no other seven mammals which are so designated, though there are others that hibernate. 
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