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 After all attempts at an out-of-court settlement failed, the case between The First 

Protestant Reformed Church, plaintiff, and Hubert De Wolf and his “consistory,” defendants, 

came up before Judge Thaddeus B. Taylor in the Superior Court of Grand Rapids. Proceedings 

and testimony before the court lasted from Tuesday, May 25, 1954 until Tuesday, June 15, 1954. 

On December 23 of the same year came the court’s decision: “The relief therefore, as prayed for 

by the plaintiffs, will be granted…” The De Wolf group, however, appealed this action to the 

State Supreme Court. 

 Therefore, last month, the case came before the eight justices in Lansing. On January 5 at 

2:30 pm, Mr. Linsey, attorney for the De Wolf group, spoke for a half hour before the court and 

the following morning at 10:00 spoke for another half hour. After this, Mr. Tubbs, lawyer for the 

consistory of The First Protestant Reformed Church, spoke for the same length of time. This was 

followed by a five-minute rebuttal by Mr. Vander Wal, the other attorney of the De Wolf group. 

This rebuttal closed the proceedings of the case. 

 After all the necessary cases have been heard by the court, each of the eight justices is 

assigned a certain number of cases. Later, after study, each presents their own opinion to the rest 

of the justices who can accept, reject, or modify it. Then the decisions are publicly announced 

the first week in April. 

 We can patiently wait with confidence during these days, for we know that all things, 

including the hearts of the judges, are in the hand of our all-wise God and Father. We know that 

whatever the outcome may be, it will be good, for “we know that all things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.” We know too 

that we have the truth, that we are maintaining it, and that we will, by God’s grace, continue to 

maintain it. This is all that is important. We can but trust in His providence knowing that His 

grace is sufficient for all our needs. 
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