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 Do we have a basis for the separation of Church and State? How do we know if they are 

separate? Let us discuss a few points on the subject. 

 First, I refer you to Article 36 of our Confessions of Faith as it appears in the back of our 

Psalter. This article is titled, “of Magistrates.” And I quote in part – “We believe that our 

gracious God, because of the depravity of mankind, hath appointed kings, princes, and 

magistrates, willing that the world should be governed by certain laws and policies; to the end 

that the dissoluteness of men might be restrained, and all things carried on among them with 

good order and decency. And their office is, not only to have regard unto, and watch for the 

welfare of the civil state; but also that they protect the sacred ministry; and thus may remove and 

prevent all idolatry and false worship; that the kingdom of anti-Christ may be thus destroyed and 

the kingdom of Christ promoted. Wherefore, we detest the Anabaptists and other seditious 

people, and in general all those who reject the higher powers and magistrates, and would subvert 

justice, community of goods, and confound that decency and good order, which God hath 

established among men.” This article seems very strong for the unification of Church and State. 

But I will elucidate further a little later in this article. 

 There are also passages in Scripture which seem to suggest the unification of Church and 

State. Let me also quote one of them: concerning the people of Israel we read in Exodus 21:6, 

speaking of the servants who, after six years of service to their master, would not leave without 

money in their hand – “Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him 

to the door, or unto the door posts; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he 

shall serve him forever.” This also is an indication of a unification. However, it is interesting to 

note that these passages either reflect on the Old Testament Dispensation or on a direct excerpt 

from the Old Testament. Even though, however, we read of a unification in the Old Testament, 

be it to God’s glory, that we also have a very sharp distinction. For we read in I Samuel 13:8-14 

how Saul the King of Israel had made an offering unto the Lord which was not his duty. It was 

the duty of the priest to prepare the offerings. It was the duty of the church and not of the state. 

 But let me go further into this basis. Acts 20:28 reads, “Take heed therefore unto 

yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed 

the Church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” And again in Mark 16:16 we 

read, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be 

damned.” And in Ephesians 6:7, “With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men.” 

And again very emphatically in Matthew 22:21 we read, “Render therefore unto Caesar the 

things which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.” These and many other texts 

clearly illustrate the separation of Church and State. 

 Does this now mean that we are to do our daily activities oblivious of our civil authorities 

and laws? God forbid! Our civil laws are God-given. We are called to live as a peculiar and a 

separate people, but also to be under civil subjection.  We are to obey all statutes and laws so 

long, and I repeat, so long as they do not have as their ultimate objective to destroy and tear 

down the statutes of Christ and His Church. 

 We are not to be Anabaptistic, and reject all higher powers of the land. For God has set 

kings and princes as rulers of the land. We are placed here also by God, to be subject to the 



higher powers. However, we are to be strong in the faith. Let us hold fast to the truth that is ours. 

Be subject to your overseers, but always in the fear of the Lord. 
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