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 In 1924, the year marking the historic origin of our Protestant Reformed Churches, the 

Synod of the Christian Reformed Church expressed concerning Rev. Hoeksema that he was 

Reformed but with a tendency toward one-sidedness. Since that time, in various and repeated 

forms, the allegation has been made against our Protestant Reformed Churches that our doctrine 

is one-sided and, consequently, the addressability of the gospel becomes lost, and the 

responsibility of man is denied, etc., etc. In the most recent debacle of our churches, a part of its 

former leadership and membership has succumbed to these charges, adopted for itself a gospel of 

conditions, and now stands with the opposition hurling against us the same malicious slander and 

untruth. 

 If these charges are true, they would certainly be reflected in our doctrine or conception 

of God which is, of course, basic to all other doctrines. But the amazing fact is that not we, but 

those who oppose the truth, maintain a one-sided conception of God. And a one-sided conception 

of God is certainly false. This we will proceed to make clear. 

 God is, not as we would philosophically postulate Him to be, but rather, He is as He has 

made Himself known in His own revelation of truth. We cannot possibly confine the Infinite One 

within the limitations of a human definition. Apart from His own revelation, we cannot even 

know Him and, for this reason, it would be the height of presumption, and the folly of the biggest 

lie, to begin to circumscribe God from the basis of human reason. There is no surer way to make 

a false image, perpetrate idolatry, and serve the lie. 

 God must speak concerning Himself. Only then do we arrive at a true knowledge of Him. 

This He also does in His Word which declares that “He is one only simple and spiritual Being.” 

(See Belgic Confession, Art. 1) GOD IS ONE! 

 This means, in the first place, that all other beings that either profess to be God or are 

called deities by others, are no gods at all. Even though the number who worship them is legion, 

the mere fact that they are served by the creature, does not make them God. It is common 

knowledge that man is idolatrous by nature. 

 But what does the Word of God say? “I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me 

there is no God.” (Is. 44:6). “Is there a God besides Me? Yea, there is no God: I know not any.” 

(Is. 44:8) GOD IS ONE! 

 Secondly, the oneness of God means that all of the virtues, attributes, and perfections of 

God are one. They are inseparable. This is due to the fact that the sum of His infinite perfections 

constitutes the fulness of His incomprehensible Essence. When, then, we speak of His attributes, 

and for the benefit of clarification, even distinguish them, we must constantly be mindful that 

these distinctions do not separate. Usually we speak of God’s attributes as Communicable and 

incommunicable, and the former are then further distinguished as those of (a) Intellect, (b) Will, 

and (c) Power. 

 In this connection we do not purpose to discuss these attributes as such, however 

profitable that might be. We aim rather to emphasize the importance of maintaining their 

essential ONENESS. Not to do this is to create a one-sided conception of God, which our 

accusers do with their philosophic theory of common grace; and which the Truth can never 

tolerate. A one-sided emphasis is laid upon such virtues of God as love, mercy, grace, kindness, 

etc., and the revelation is seemingly forgotten, or wantonly ignored, that God is equally just, 



righteous, and holy. Separation is made in the very Essence of God and that only is retained 

concerning Him, which is pleasing, and acceptable, to vain and foolish man. Inevitably, the 

result is that even those things concerning God that are retained, and have a semblance of truth 

(though a one-sided and, therefore, half-truth, which is the lie) are distorted. The love, grace, and 

mercy of God is then applied to all men without distinction which could never be done if these 

virtues were inseparably connected with the equally important attributes of justice, 

righteousness, and holiness, as they should be, if the oneness of God is to be maintained. 

This is subtle error; far more deceptive than the avowed and open denial of theism. It is the error 

of many hymns, (the contrast of the Psalms) that have a sickly, one-sided emphasis. When an 

undue emphasis is laid upon the Transcendence of God, at the expense of His Immanence, the 

result is the error of Deism. When His Immanence is stressed, ignoring the Transcendence, the 

result is the error of Pantheism. And, when certain ethical perfections of God are maintained at 

the expense of others equally important, the result is a denial of the Divine Veracity. This, too, is 

serious error involving not only one’s theological conception but plaguing every sphere of 

practical Christian living. 

 What then is the truth? 

 Our Heidelberg Catechism maintains correctly the inseparable unity between the mercy 

and justice of God in Lord’s Day 4. The subject matter treated there concerns the effects of 

man’s fall into sin. Man, in consequence of the fall, is “wholly incapable of doing any good and 

inclined to all wickedness, except he is regenerated by the Spirit of God.” (Q.8) In view of this, it 

would appear to our mode of thinking, that God could no longer justly demand of every man 

perfect adherence to His entire law, for to do this, man is no longer capable.  Thus we would 

reason that the justice of God must recede into the background or be altogether obliterated so that 

we may see only Divine mercy, according to which, God reaches down and saves the sinner from 

the plight of his misery. In the gospel, it must be presented as though God mercifully wills the 

salvation of all, promising, offering, inviting all to be saved. It is not pedagogically wise to 

preach the severity of God’s justice. 

 But this is exactly wrong, according to the Catechism, and leads to a denial altogether of 

Divine justice, and thus to a denial of that which God really is; for justice is part of His perfect 

Being. Instead, Divine justice must be maintained. God is a God Who is terribly displeased with 

sin, and will punish it in His just judgment temporally and eternally. The soul that sins must die. 

And when all souls have sinned, all must die. The wrath of God is manifest from heaven upon all 

the ungodliness of men. He is angry with the wicked every day. To make it different, is to deny 

His own revelation. 

 But, isn’t God also merciful? Indeed He is, but remember that there is no conflict 

between His mercy and His justice. These two are inseparably part of the same Divine Being. 

Hence, mercy can never be a disposition in God to save or deliver all men at the expense of 

justice. Mercy is Just. And, therefore, mercy is the determination of God to save His people in 

Christ Jesus in the way of justice. Christ bears the penalty of eternal death for them. He pays 

for their transgressions, and on the basis of His just merits, God mercifully redeems His people. 

 To make a mercy for all, (or grace for all), necessitates a Christ for all. Not only then is 

the truth concerning God abrogated, but the truth concerning Christ also falls. Error is 

destructive. Where it gains a small foothold, it undermines the very foundations. All that is 

ultimately left is a heap of spiritual ruin. And whatever may be the object of error’s attack, its 

ultimate aim is the denial of the God of Truth! 



 Know the truth, therefore, for the truth shall make you free, and then shall ye be free 

indeed! Begin with knowing GOD, for His fear is the principle of all wisdom! 
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