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 Many people seem to have trouble with it. A person hardly knows what to do with such 

feet. One can rub them, beat them, or try all kinds of things to cure them, but they still itch. They 

itch when you go to bed, they itch when you get up (and that is worse – have you ever tried to 

rub your feet when you have your shoes on?). 

 Of course, there are all sorts of cures. Those cures range all the way from soaking them in 

a very weak formaldehyde solution to the wearing of white socks. Finally, if all these solutions 

fail (and what a disappointment to admit that one was unable to cure it one’s self), a person can 

obtain medical assistance. Such is one form of itchy feet. 

 But a person can have itchy feet in yet another sense – somewhat in a figurative sense. 

Such feet are usually attached to young people, although even older people are not without the 

ailment. One gets the desire to pack up and go on the road. The symptoms usually become more 

pronounced as the fine weather approaches. Where to go and what to do becomes the problem. 

Approaching spring and summer means vacation, short though it may be, and vacation means 

that for another year one will, to a certain extent, cure his itchy feet. 

 Although we as Protestant Reformed young people also get itchy feet, we know the cure 

for it, don’t we? Oh, they get itchy feet all right; that is evident from the questions that are being 

asked now already. “How are Hull and Doon coming along with their convention plans?” “Do 

you know what the theme and divisions are already?” “Who is going to be on the program?” 

“How are we getting there from Michigan and Illinois? On a chartered bus?” “Will we meet the 

young people from Colorado and South Dakota again this year?” “Will the young people from 

Redlands and Lynden be able to come now?” 

 Now I do not pretend to be a doctor of any sort or fashion, but possibly I can give you a 

little peep behind that “corn curtain” in order to quiet those itching feet until the proper time. In 

the first place, the farmers of Iowa are working hard already. Farm machinery is being 

reconditioned, seed is being obtained, the hogs are being fattened – there’s no doubt about it, the 

banquet will be something we are all going to remember. 

 There have been other bits of news seeping through the “corn curtain,” and it is evident 

that the Hull and Doon convention committee is not sitting idly by. Rumor has it that they have 

already sought information concerning the badges we will wear. Where to go and what to do on 

the outing is being discussed. The good people of Hull and Doon are being warned that they 

might have to give up their comfortable beds during the convention week.  

 And although it was labeled TOP SECRET, I think it can safely be revealed now: our 

intelligence service intercepted a letter coming from behind the “corn curtain” which contained 

the following interesting facts: (1) a theme has been chosen, although its divisions are not yet 

certain; (2) a theme song has been decided upon. What they are has not been ascertained as of 

this date (Jan. 18). Nor has it been discovered when the exact date of the convention will be. But 

I can assure you that we will put our best men on this task. If they have ferreted out any 

additional information in time for the next issue, we will be sure to inform you. 

 Our men who have been trailing the Federation Board members also have reported. 

Although the reports are yet sketchy, we have pieced together and submit to you the following. 

There seems no reason to doubt that they plan to charter a bus. The following sounded a bit 

strange to us, but the reports say that it possibly will be of the dog family. The report states also 



that the board does not intend to allow anyone to sleep more than two hours on the bus at any 

one time. (They are more cruel than even I imagined.) It seems they have games planned which 

will keep everyone on their toes, or at least on the edge of their seats. I sincerely hope, however, 

that the report was incorrect when it stated that everyone was going to have to count all of the 

corn stalks along the way. 

 So, young people, hold back those itchy feet until August. Be patient, but get prepared. 

It’s not too early to make definite plans for the convention now. I can’t urge you to join the 

crowd, for we are not a very large group, but I do urge you to join the rest of the Protestant 

Reformed young people at Doon and Hull. The Lord willing, we are going to have a large 

representation of young people there in August. And it’s going to be a week of fun and physical 

recreation not only, but there will be the spiritual fellowship of young people who are one in 

faith. And by no means least are the three speeches which are delivered. What a privilege, young 

people, and what an honor for us when three qualified men of God are willing and desirous to 

prepare speeches, in connection with a particular theme, especially for the young people. An 

opportunity to hear these speeches we shouldn’t pass up, even if it means traveling 5000 miles. 

 In the brief time which remains between now and the convention, I have a suggestion for 

you and your society. As you should know, our conventions are the place for individual societies 

to bring up business which concerns the whole. Now surely there is some suggestion which you 

or your society has which might benefit all of us. I realize that it might be difficult to think of 

new and better ways in which our convention and Beacon Lights could be run. It is a fact that 

everything apparently has been going smoothly in the past few years. Yet there must be ways in 

which future conventions can be made even more profitable than those of the past. 

 I would suggest the following which could possibly be carried out in the next month. The 

program committee of your society could appoint one or more people of the society to make a 

complete report on how a convention takes place and include in it suggestions for improvement. 

Then the society can thoroughly discuss the report. From the discussion there will probably arise 

some very definite suggestions which then could be made in the form of a proposal. (Proposals 

must be sent to the Federation secretary, Thelma Pastoor.) In that way we can lay the ground 

work at this convention for even better ones in the future. 

 P.S. We received a special news flash since the above went to press. One of our 

informers has told us that the Federation Board believes that anyone can come from Michigan 

and Illinois and go to Hull or Doon by bus, can spend the entire week there, and return for less 

than twenty-five dollars! (I suppose that is true only if one doesn’t eat on the way or buy too 

many souvenirs.) If we can rely on the above information, our advice to the young people of 

Michigan and Illinois is to lay aside the money now, or, if it is not available yet, find ways of 

earning it as soon as possible. (Who has ever heard of a vacation as this one will be, all for the 

small expenditure of less than twenty-five dollars?) 
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