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 Entertainment is the amusement, pleasure or instruction derived from conversation, 

discourse, and argument. It is the pleasure which one receives from anything interesting which 

holds or arrests our attention. 

 Whether alone or in a group, at home or away, young people have a desire to be 

entertained. Entertainment to break monotony of daily toils may be all right, but how about the 

evenings the Young People’s Society meets? Is there something more interesting then, too? Does 

a party (of any kind or description) keep us from going there? We, as people of God, certainly 

cannot have more pleasure or instruction anywhere else, than to study and search God’s Word. 

With this in mind, our entertainment will never be first, but always last. We must show by what 

we do and by what we do not do, whom we are. We should be distinguishable from the world 

even in our entertainment. The problem is not, “Is there sufficient entertainment?” but “How 

shall we as Protestant Reformed youth entertain ourselves?” 

 Today we live in an extremely evil age, and sin is rapidly increasing. Worldly 

entertainment such as auto racing, drinking, and attending theaters, is being practiced by young 

people who have been brought up in the sphere of the church. Many indulge in these various 

pleasures on Sunday as well as week evenings, although some may take time to attend church 

services or Young People’s meetings first. The latter two, not only are corrupt in themselves, but 

also require unnecessary buying and selling on the Lord’s Day. Do we find pleasure in these? I 

think it better, that we do not classify the above as entertainment. 

 I think we can get a group together at someone’s home and find some good indoor 

entertainment. Or suppose we are to find entertainment from conversation, discourse, and (or) 

argument. Think of one or more of those questions that time and again arise in our minds. Get 

the group of young people together and discuss it. This way, we can enjoy ourselves, probably be 

instructed, and possibly amused. 

 As far as outdoor entertainment in winter is concerned, ice skating and sledding are fine. 

It is a splendid way of getting away from all winter indoor monotony, whatever your work may 

be, whether it be at home, school, or office. It is good physical exercise as well. 

 Some of us like to read. This is very timely entertainment. One may receive much 

knowledge and wisdom by reading. The main question is not “How much do you read?” but 

“What do you read?” If you plan to spend some time reading, what do you reach for first, the 

sport page, the funnies, or possibly the beauty columns? Or do you pick up your daily paper, 

quickly read the headlines of the front page and cast it quickly aside with little or no thought. I 

hope our reading does not consist of only this. It will profit us little or nothing. But I hope we are 

eager to reach for the “Beacon Lights,” “Standard Bearer,” or some good book, wherewith we 

may enlighten our minds and benefit our souls. 

 Many of us listen to the radio much of the time. What then do we listen to? News, music, 

and stories. 

 Though it may not be thoroughly entertainment, we should listen to the news. We know 

most of it is corruption either in our own country or abroad. By hearing it daily, will remind us 

that the time in which we live is marked by evil. We must remain here for a time in the world 

living as pilgrims, but not of the world, lest we perish with it. The world will constantly increase 



in corruption and sin. But the Church need not fear, but look steadfastly to the coming of the 

Lord of glory. 

 Music? What kind? “Entertaining music,” you say. Music that is the product of the 

ungodly, that the world entertains itself with? 

 Oh, yes, at Christmas time they sing carols and Santa Claus songs often on the same 

program. On rare occasions throughout the rest of the year the same principle is used. We cannot 

mix God with the world. Aside from our “Reformed Witness Hour,” religious programs in word 

and song are apt to lead astray. Let us be on our guard! 

 “I just can’t miss that story.” Oh, yes, dramatic performances. Over radio you can’t see 

the performance; still the principle is wrong. We are given one life to live to the glory of God. 

We may not imitate sins of other people to entertain, nor be entertained by such. On television 

and at dramatic performances you see these things, so much the worse. Many programs over 

radio are only a means to bring the sound of the world into the home. Television, besides the 

latter, brings the sight as well. 

 When alone or as a group, young people enjoy singing. What then do we sing and what is 

our motive, to sing to God or to men? Today the world has many pleasing tunes, and words to 

them that are hatred to God, and full of unbelief. Others, so-called hymns, have a form of 

godliness, but deny the true Christ. There are countless Negro spirituals and modern hymns that 

are sung merely because of their pleasing tunes. Do we move the Psalter aside to sing any of 

these? I think this is done all too often. Yes, we may and should sing hymns, but we should be 

careful as to what we sing. We should sing nothing that is untrue. 

 True singing is from the regenerated heart to God. When we sing, let us not sing for 

entertainment only, but as a means to praise God with our lips. Let us think of the beauty of the 

words of our Psalter, remembering that they are scriptural. All that we sing, should be such that 

is to His glory that through our singing, God is praised and glorified. 

 All the world does is to satisfy its sinful and evil lusts and desires. How is it possible for 

the child of God to have pleasure in walking in the evil of the world? 

 We, Covenant young people, have been brought up in Christian homes and schools. 

Some of us even had the privilege of attending our Protestant Reformed schools.  We have been 

and are being taught the truth concerning the Scriptures and confessions. As regenerated children 

of God, by His grace, we love this truth, and hope to be instructed further therein. Therefore, we 

should have no pleasure in the darkness of the world, but try to pattern our lives so that others 

seeing our walk of life will know we are not of the world, though the approval of men, we will 

not gain. Hence, we should not find entertainment in and with the world, but in the midst of 

those we love in Christ.  
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