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In the normal pursuit of our daily activities we seldom, if ever, give thought to this 

terrestrial ball of matter to which we are bound so completely. This world upon which we rush to 

and fro seems in comparison to our bodies very huge indeed! But we and it are composed of the 

same basic elements, so that we are indeed of the earth earthy. 

Our great interest lies, of course, in the activities that take place on its great curving 

surface and although we are restricted to a tiny part of it, yet because of modern invention we are 

able to know the doings of our fellow men no matter how remote they may be from us. Not what 

goes on its surface, but what lies below and how it reveals the greatness of its Creator is to 

concern us in this brief study. 

Our world is a solid sphere that has undergone a slight flattening at the poles so that 

specifically its shape is oblate spheroid. Its size—with all its sister planets—in relation to the sun 

about which it revolves, is one seven hundredth. From pole to pole it is 7,899.6 miles and at the 

equator 7.926.6 miles so that in shape its departure from the perfect sphere is very slight. 

Scientists tell us that the mass of the earth is six thousand trillion tons!—a figure that our minds 

cannot grasp—and this great mass of material hangs as it were in space and is kept in relation to 

the sun and her planets in its exact position at all times as it hurtles along with its teeming 

millions. 

We stated at the beginning that we would concern ourselves with what lies below, so let 

us in fancy break through the outer crust to see what lies below our feet. First we may say that 

the bulk of the earth consists of the lithosphere, or solid globe rocks. It comprises a little more 

than a quarter of earth’s whole area which rises above the seas and is called land. Inside this 

great shell of rocks lies the core of the earth which is about 7,600 miles in diameter and is 

composed of iron and other elements. 

What a terrific pressure must be exerted upon this core above which lies millions of tens 

of rock! Even with man’s ability at present in unlocking many of the powers which God has 

placed here it is safe to say, we think, that he will never be able to penetrate this realm at earth’s 

center. 

Surrounding this 7,600 mile core is another shell consisting of liquid matter and 

composed of all the rocks we know at the surface. This liquid mass is thought to be about 100 

miles in thickness. Upon this sea of molten matter floats the outer crust composed of various 

rocks, breaking down at the surface into soil. Three quarters of this crust is covered by water and 

is called the hydrosphere of the earth. 

And surrounding all this, of course, is our familiar atmosphere composed chiefly of air 

and acting as a blanket to keep the earth warm and as a shield against the pieces of matter which 

constantly bombard the earth and are called meteorites. 

Now back below the surface again; when we drill into the earth we find a gradual 

increase in the temperature. The average is one degree for every sixty-four feet of descent. At a 

depth of twenty miles, with this gradual increase in temperature, the earth must be red hot and 

still further down is sufficient to melt every known substance. The solid earth then, upon which 

we walk, is but a thin crust—thirty or forty miles thick—floating upon a sea of fire! 

The fiery lava that pours from the various active volcanoes scattered over the surface of 

the earth is proof of this molten sea below. Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions speak of the 



pressure that builds up and is now relieved in this manner. 

These earth tremors constantly remind us that this earth is our temporary home and these 

great internal fires beneath our feet remind us of the manner in which this present earth shall 

come to an end. The apostle Peter gives us a graphic picture of the end of our earth in the third 

chapter of his second epistle, where we read, “But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by 

the same world are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of 

ungodly men. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 

shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, 

and the works that are therein, shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be 

dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness; looking 

for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens, being on fire, shall be 

dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless, we according to his 

promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 
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