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Explain Hebrews 6:4-6 please. (See Beacon Lights, issue for April last) The passage reads: 

“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 

and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted of the good word of God, and the 

rowers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them unto repentance; seeing they 

crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to open shame.” 

 

This Scripture passage does not teach, needless to say, the Arminian heresy of the falling 

away of the saints, the error that the life of regeneration can again he lost: regenerated today, 

unregenerate tomorrow. For this would set the Scriptures in conflict with themselves, as 

elsewhere they teach that once a saint always a saint. So at John 10:27-30: “My sheep hear my 

voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give them eternal life; and they shall never 

perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. My father which gave them me, is greater 

than all; and no one is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. I and my Father are one.” 

The Arminians corrupt this Scripture by saying that what Christ meant is that “they shall 

never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand, on the condition that they abide in 

me.” In this way do they render the promises of God null and void by their miserable 

“conditional theology.” 

If there is no such thing as a falling away of the saints, it follows that the only kind of 

people to which the above cited passage from the Hebrews can be made to apply is the 

reprobated. What it means that I insist on this is that I am going to explain also this Scripture 

with the Scriptures. And this, certainly, is my solemn duty. 

How then is the passage in question to be understood? Let us see. For it is impossible for 

those who were once enlightened . . . . 

The (reprobated) apostate was once enlightened, and he still is, meaning that, being born 

and bred in the Christian church, he has a clear conception of Christian doctrine, that is, he 

discerns the truth, not spiritually, but purely rationally. Let us put this to a test and see how true 

it is. According to the Scriptures, when “the time appointed by the Lord (which is unknown to all 

creatures) is come, and the number of the elect complete, (then) our Lord Jesus Christ will come 

from heaven, corporally and visibly, as he ascended, with great glory and majesty to declare 

himself judge of the quick and the dead; burning this old world with fire and flame, to cleanse it . 

. . .” etc. 

Now certainly, this is language the meaning of which the reprobated in the church grasp 

and understand (purely rationally, of course) as easily and quickly as does any saint. And why 

not? It’s perfectly clear and intelligible isn’t it? But the truth it sets forth does not stand out in the 

minds of the reprobated as a blessed reality, the reason being that, lacking as they do the life of 

regeneration they hate Christ and the things of His heavenly kingdom. Accordingly, they deny 

that these things exist. Hence, seeing (rational perception) they see not (spiritual perception). 

Mark 4:12. In a word, they are, as our text states, enlightened. The reference here is not to 

spiritual but to rational light. Enlightened, they have light, only to be hardened by it according to 

the sovereign good pleasure of God. 

Further, they have tasted, and perhaps still do, the heavenly gift. 

By heavenly gift, I understand the truth as objectively set forth in the Scriptures. And the 



truth is Christ Jesus, and the triune Jehovah, the God of our salvation as revealed in His face. 

That these apostates taste this heavenly gift is but another way of saying that they 

rationally discern the truth and may even be fascinated by it, so that they go to shouting 

Hallelujah! in the meetings for public worship especially when the Gospel happens to be 

preached by an exceptionally gifted preacher with a musical voice, imposing presence and 

faultless pulpit manners. It is also of these same people that Christ speaks in his parable of the 

sower. He says of them that they hear the word, and anon with joy receive it (mark you, with 

joy do they receive it.) But not having root in themselves-—that is, being devoid of the life of 

regeneration—they endure only for a while. Matt. 13:20, 21. 

Were made partakers of the Holy Ghost . . . . 

Also rational light—natural, outward knowledge of the truth-—is of the Spirit. It is 

exactly by this light that the Spirit hardens. Wherefore the sacred writer could say, “Were made 

partakers of the Holy Ghost.” 

And tasted the good word of God . . . . 

This is added because the heavenly gift that is tasted is revealed in the Scriptures, so that 

tasting this gift is to taste God’s good word. 

And the powers of the world to come, that is, the powers of Christ’s heavenly kingdom, 

doubtless the powers mentioned in Chap 4:2:— signs and wonders, divers miracles and gifts of 

the Holy Ghost such as prophesying etc. Enlightened— by the Spirit and tasting the good word 

of God in the sense just explained, necessarily includes tasting also these powers. The reprobated 

preacher of the Gospel in the church prophesies: he proclaims the Gospel perhaps with 

considerable zeal and enthusiasm—think of Balaam—yet without really sharing in the 

blessedness on which he discourses. 

Now certainly the elect are also endowed with natural, rational light as well as the 

reprobated. Objectively there is but one knowledge of Christ, one doctrine of God. But they 

being true children of God, this natural, rational light with which the Spirit endows also them is 

at once spiritual perception, and thus salutary. Thus it is by the same knowledge of Christ that, 

the Spirit hardens and softens. And therefore the apostle could write: “Now thanks be to God, 

which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of the knowledge 

by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in 

them that perish: to the one we are—through this knowledge—the savour of death the savour of 

death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life” (II Cor. 2:14-16).  

And therefore certainly the point that our writer argues is not that all who are endowed 

with natural, outward knowledge of the truth are reprobated. The believers, too, are thus 

endowed, and this by reason of what they are—creatures rational and moral. But as was just 

stated, in the true believers this light is at once spiritual perception and this knowledge saving. It 

is precisely of this saving knowledge of Christ that the enlightened reprobated are devoid. 

Now, says the sacred writer, if those thus rationally enlightened, endowed with 

knowledge of Christ and the truth fall away, apostatize, it is impossible to renew them again unto 

repentance. Of course, their falling away is the sign, evidence, that their knowledge of Christ is 

only outward and not saving, and that the light with which the Spirit endowed them is but 

rational perception and not also spiritual discernment. Through their falling away, open and 

public repudiation of and opposition to the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, they become revealed as 

reprobated. Such, says the sacred writer, cannot again be renewed unto repentance. Not, of 

course, as if once they had been truly penitent. Not at all. Their repentance, to be sure, was also 

outward. It was not genuine. 



Now to renew such again to repentance is impossible. God could, of course, regenerate 

them, if He so willed. But He wills not, because they are reprobated, or because, in the words of 

our writer, they crucify to themselves, now openly, of course, the Son of God afresh, and put 

Him to open shame. So they do by openly repudiating and trampling the doctrine of Christ, in a 

word, the truth. 

Let us take notice, by their repudiation of the truth, they crucify Christ not objectively 

and actually, which, of course, is impossible, but in their minds, imaginations and thus by word 

and thought. In a word, they crucify Christ to themselves. 

Christ was objectively and actually crucified approximately 1900 years ago now by the 

Jews; rightly considered, by the whole of mankind, including the elect. However, we did it in our 

ignorance of the fact that it was the blood of the atonement that we were shedding, and therefore 

this great sin is forgiven us, who by His mercy repent. For we did it in our ignorance. “Father,” 

so prayed Christ at the time, “forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

But now Christ is being crucified anew, afresh, by the reprobated in the church, who 

commit this great sin, not in their ignorance but, mark you, as enlightened, in clear knowledge of 

the truth. They sin against the Holy Spirit. It is a sign that they are reprobated. And God wills not 

to forgive them and to save them. (If space did not forbid, I would add to this exposition some 

pertinent practical remarks). 

And this brings me to the last of the three questions put to me by my correspondent: 

Does this apply individually or also in the generations? As there is more in this question 

than appears on the surface, I shall have to wait with answering it. 
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