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LESSON 61 

 

TENT HOUSE AND THE BETTER 

II Cor. 5:1-5 

 

Chapter 5 begins with the word “for” and indicates that Paul is motivating what he had 

just said in the end of chap. 4. He spoke of fainting not, of being of good courage, even in the 

face of death. Because we look at the things which are not seen. The unseen things are eternal. 

To the unseen things belong the heavenly, new and resurrected life in the glorified body. 

So in our lesson we have the contrast between the “tent-house” which is the present state of 

existence, and the “heaven-house” which is the new life of the resurrection. The regenerate lives 

now in the tent-house of this tabernacle, he will move to the heaven-house by and by. 

The great mystery of faith leads us to say, “We know” (vs. 1) that when the earthly house 

in which we live at present is folded up or taken down, or collapses, we know that there awaits 

us a new life, called: the building of God. It is a house untouched by human hands, eternal in the 

heavens. The contrast is therefore between the present earthly life which is (1) temporary, (2) 

destructible and (3) uncertain, and the new order of things after this life. Paul had spoken in 

chapter 4 of his suffering as Christ’s missionary and of the death to which this persecution would 

likely lead (4:11). At that point the earthly tent is destroyed. But what then? Then we know that 

we enter upon a new life, not of the tent-type but permanent and eternal. Therefore we faint not. 

What if the enemies of the Cross succeed in breaking down this present tent-life, they cannot 

touch the “building which we have of God.” 

Not only do we have good courage therefore in the face of imminent death, but (vs. 2) we 

groan with intent longing to put on this new life. Some might want to die to escape the present 

distress. Not so we, who have the Spirit, we know that there is a new order waiting in glory, and 

we do long for. Do you ever long for heaven and its glory? We do not long to be unclothed and 

be found naked, but we groan longingly for that great act of God in which we shall put on the 

new man as it is created in Christ Jesus. The condition which Paul calls nakedness, I take it, 

refers to this temporal death. The soul is then unclothed. It lacks its dwelling place. Immediately 

after death the ‘soul shall be taken up to Christ its head’ (Catechism, Q. 57) but the body reposes 

in the cemetery. There is a first resurrection (Rev. 20:1-5). But the final act of being clothed 

upon does not occur until the soul and body are reunited (Catechism Q. 57 and Phil 3:21). Then 

we have our heavenly House. And death is swallowed up. 

Of all this God has given us the guarantee by giving us His Spirit (vs. 5). The Spirit is the 

first fruit. It is God Who has worked this out for us for He has prepared all this for us and it is 

God Who has promised us all this. But it is also God Who has worked the hope of this in our 

hearts and it is God Who has set us to longing for it. Therefore we, His missionaries, are not 

afraid of the threatening’s of the persecutors since we are more than conquerors. Paul is assured 

of the immortal glory. With less than this assured hope who would be missionary? Who could 

be? 

 

Questions for Discussion 



1. What does the word “eternal” mean in vs. 1? 

2. That our bodies here and now are called “earthly house of this tabernacle” (vs. 1) what 

world-and-life view does this give us? 

3. What about the souls of the saints between the time of their death and the moment of 

resurrection? Are they “naked”? 

 

LESSON 62 

 

LIVING UNTO CHRIST 

II Cor. 5:6-15 

 

Paul is still emphasizing that he has every reason to carry on his missionary work with 

high courage and fortitude. He is servant of His Lord. His aim is to labor sincerely, as in the 

presence of the Lord, living unto His Lord. Assured, moreover, of the coming judgment and the 

immortal glory which awaits. As Paul had also said, in his examination before Felix: “There 

shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. And herein do I exercise myself to 

have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.” Acts 24:15-16). As 

every Christian 

should say: I live in the presence of the Lord. 

In vs. 6-9 there is the contrast between being “at home in the body . . . and then being 

absent from the Lord” and being “absent from the body and being present with the Lord.” In the 

roll-call, “present” here on earth in the tent-house means “absent” over there in heaven. And 

absent here on earth means present over there. All the while that we are “at home in the body” 

we are “out of home, away from the Lord.” What the intermediate state is, I cannot fully say, but 

this much is plain from Scripture that as soon as we are “absent” in the roll-call on earth, we are 

“present” over there. Phil. 1:23 also speaks of departing and “being with Christ.” This is a 

conscious state of bliss. 

If we understand this we will think of the death of the righteous as an arrival (in glory, 

not as a departure (from our world). Something that ought to be emphasized at the funeral also. 

“We are confident” says Paul, since we walk by faith, that we are never forsaken of God. 

When death comes we go to be present with the Lord. Therefore it even attracts us. By faith we 

understand mysteries, also the mystery of death. It becomes an act of faith to die. Animals die as 

animals, wicked as wicked, but righteous die as those who love to “be at home” with the Lord 

Blessed mystery. In vs. 9 Paul adds that, in view of this blessed outlook, we labor. This word, I 

believe, means to be ambitions, to strive with earnest endeavor (I Thess. 4:11). I should probably 

give a paragraph explaining this word, so beautiful it is. Suffice it to say that it indicates a 

burning desire on the part of Paul to be well-pleasing to God. Whether present or absent, to live 

in justification by faith and good works and have the consciousness of God’s approval. 

How significant too. There is a public judgment coming (vs. 10). God judges every day, 

every day we live in His presence. But there will be a public judgment, when all the public shall 

see what each one of us has done. Every secret of everyone’s life shall be manifest to everyone. 

Everyone shall be judged before the judgment seat of the exalted Christ. And each one shall 

receive what was done through the body, whether it was good or evil (Cf. Romans 2:6-11). Men 

may pass judgments, courts and judges try cases, but Christ tries every man and every trial. And 

each shall carry away that perfect justice requires shall come to him. God’s people are not 

glorified on the basis of their works, neither apart from their works. Here is that mystery of grace 



by which the works of Christ become our works before the Father. We are called therefore to 

walk in those works. 

Vs. 11 knowing therefore the fear of the Lord we persuade men, we preach to them. God 

sees us and He knows our hearts . . . why we preach and what we preach. Even if sometimes we 

seem to you to be “beside ourselves” (as they also said of Jesus in Mark 3:21) or whether we 

seem to you to be sober, we are motivated by love of the Christ. He died for us and we died (vs 

14) in order that we should live unto Him now. We have died to carnal and selfish ambitions. 

Christ died and was raised. We have died. The world is crucified to us and we to the world. We 

live not unto ourselves. Therefore we preach. We are not lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 

God . . . . be that your confession too. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

1. In vs 9 Paul gives the motive of his laboring. Heretics have corrupted the doctrine of and the 

value of good works. To keep you reformed in your thinking on this subject watch also the 

Confessions on this point (Catechism L.D. 23; L.D. 32, Belgic Conf. 241. Apply Paul’s 

motive to yourself and what do you find? 

2. What is it to “glory in appearance” in vs 12? 

3. “Not living unto ourselves but unto Him” what a glorious world-and-life view (vs 15) and 

don’t forget the word “henceforth.” 

 

LESSON 63 

 

RECONCILIATION AND NEWNESS 

II Cor. 5:16-21 

 

Christ died for us. We died with Him in order that we should hen' forth live unto Him, so 

Paul has said in Vs 15. 

Then, in vs 16, Paul says “wherefore” . . . . we think, preach and live in terms of this 

newness of life. We do not glory in appearance nor consider men on carnal bases, but we come 

to know each other as children of God, as being raised with Christ in newness of life. Paul once 

knew Christ after the flesh i.e. had carnal ambitions concerning Him (as before his experience 

enroute to Damascus) but now he knew Christ in a new light. He had been raised from the dead 

with Christ and had entered into the newness. For being in Christ (vs 17) by a living faith, we are 

new creatures. We have gone from death into life. Old things are passed away. Newness is come. 

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creature. If your life does not bespeak newness, it is because 

you are not living in Christ. Probably the Corinthians, with their bickering admonish other and 

their suspicions of Paul --“needed to be reminded that they must break with the “old things”. 

In vs 18 Paul declares that all this newness has come from God. It is God Who brought it 

about. And how did He do this? God reconciled us unto Himself, through the Cross of the Lord. 

Through that Cross indeed, the world died unto me and I unto the world. The new relationship of 

reconciliation has entered. The enmity of sin has been put away in Christ and the embrace of 

God’s eternal mercy a genuine experience. And this newness becomes ours through the Gospel 

of Reconciliation. The new grace relationship between us and God is effected through the 

preaching of (about . . . concerning) the reconciliation. As the Form says: “without this Word of 

reconciliation faith in Christ and consequently salvation is and remains forever impossible” (Ord. 

of Missionaries), God has given to his ministers the ministry (or service or the administration) of 



the reconciliation. Vs 19 declares the contents of the Gospel ministry. God’s ministers are called 

to “explain . . . apply . . . instruct, admonish, comfort and reprove . . . preaching repentance 

toward God and reconciliation with Him through faith in Christ . . . refuting all heresies 

repugnant to the pure doctrine.” They must therefore proclaim that God sent His Son into the 

world, and that God Himself “in Christ” was bringing the world into reconciliation unto Himself. 

God was forgiving our trespasses, imputing our trespasses unto Christ. And upon the Cross God 

bruised His Own Son for our sakes and thus cleansing away our enmity and judgment. This 

Word of reconciliation God has entrusted unto His legally called ministers, in fact God put that 

word in His ministers (vs 19) and sent them out into the world to proclaim what God had been 

doing on the behalf of His people. While we had been ignorant of God and sinning against Him, 

while we had been enemies and fighting against Him, God was in Christ going about to reconcile 

us. That makes us feel ashamed. As the believing sinner sits under that kind of preaching it gives 

him hope. He is reminded from what great Authority this Word comes and is commanded to 

believe it, to obey it. And he enters into the newness with the experience of Ps. 116. 

God mercifully calls them into this reconciliation (vs 20). Now the Corinthians, and the 

churches today, must know that Paul and his fellow-ministers are legally appointed of God to be 

“ambassadors”. They speak in God’s Name, in Christ’s Name. So much so that it is as though 

God Himself exhorts and beseeches them through His ministers. We pray you, by the authority 

of God, be ye reconciled to God. This is very personal. The address is to the believer. It must be 

said to him (vs 21) that God has made Christ to be sin for him. Christ Who had no sin became 

guilty in our stead, that we might have the righteousness which can be approved of God. Come 

then . . . He beseeches, we pray you, enter into the reconciliation. Have boldness. God Himself 

beseeches you. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

1. What are the new things in Vs 17? 

2. “God was IN CHRIST . . . .” what does that mean? Why “world” in vs 19? 

3. Why does God have the ministers preach beseechingly? Vs 20. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 13 No 8 May 1953 


