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 “Our staff is planning to make the April issue of the Beacon Lights a special Servicemen’s Issue. 

We would like to have your regular contribution “Christian Living” for April be of special 

interest to the servicemen, if possible.” 

That is the request that came to me from our staff clerk, Miss Elsie Kuiper, few weeks 

ago. And with that request I will gladly comply. For even though most of you boys are strangers 

to me according to the flesh, yet as members of Christ’s church we are one in spirit and we are 

united by that bond of love which makes us members of one another. And especially for you 

boys in service, Christian Living, though extremely difficult, nevertheless is vitally important. 

Therefore I am happy for this opportunity to pay you a little “visit”, and in doing so, I would like 

to have a little “talk” with you about your calling to stand alone and be separate. 

To be alone, friends, is something which people, generally speaking, do not enjoy. And 

that is only natural, for man was not created to be alone. He was not made to live the life of a 

hermit, but to live in blessed fellowship with God and man. Therefore, rather than to stand alone 

and be different, he would speak, think, and work as others. What others say he would say, as—

others dress he would dress, and where others go he would go. It lies in our very nature to follow 

the crowd. 

And yet, fellows, to follow the crowd today is a bad sign and it is also extremely 

dangerous, for the crowd has forsaken God and is on the road to eternal doom. Therefore the 

Word of God always again reminds the church of Jesus Christ that she is a pilgrim and stranger 

here below and that it is her calling to be in the world but not of the same. And for the same 

reason, especially to you fellows in service, as you find yourselves far from home and church, in 

the midst of the world, surrounded by temptation and danger, the admonition comes: “Come out 

from among them, and be ye separate”. 

You understand this does not mean of course that you must separate yourselves in the 

outward, local sense. That is, the meaning is not that you must withdraw yourselves from your 

present environment and must simply go A.W.O.L. Were that the case, then heeding the 

admonition would certainly bring you into trouble, and that with both God and man. For not only 

would your superiors most likely soon “catch up with you”, but even God would disapprove of 

your doing. For it is true as we confess, that nothing befalls us by chance but all things come to 

us by the hand of our Heavenly Father. Hence, also your being where you are is the will of God 

concerning you, and therefore, difficult though it may sometimes be, nevertheless you must 

willingly remain where God has stationed you for the present, and submit. 

Thus it becomes evident that the admonition refers to a spiritual separation. You must be 

separate and come out from among them with whom you dwell spiritually. And that means that 

in your entire walk, conduct, speech and attitude, you must be different than they are. They live 

out of the principle of sin, and mind the things below. And in all their conduct they plainly reveal 

that they despise God and His Word, and that they are at home in the sphere of darkness. In that 

environment, your calling is to live out of a different principle, to serve a different God, and have 

a different hope. You may never join hands with them and become one with them in the true 

sense of the word, but you must always condemn their darkness and testify of the light. Always it 

must be seen in you, that you are spiritually different, since you have a different goal, seek a 

different country, and live a different life. 



That, friends, is your calling. And on this point there may be no compromise. For, notice, 

thus “saith the Lord”! This call to come out is not the word of man, but of God. And notice too, 

that God simply says, “Come out.” That means, in spite of the cost, regardless of the sacrifice: 

never compromise, but come out from among them, and be different. To come out and be 

separate therefore is not an invitation, but an obligation. It is not something we may do, but must 

do. God simply demands it of us. And that He does so need not surprise us, for our spiritual 

separation must serve to the praise of God’s marvelous grace. 

In this same chapter in which this admonition is found, the apostle points out that in 

principle there is a vast difference between the church and the world. He makes that plain by 

means of asking, “What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what 

communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part 

hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?” 

The underlying thought in all these questions is that in principle the church and the world are 

already separate. The one is righteous, the other is darkness; the one is a follower of Christ, the 

other of Belial. In principle they are directly opposed to one another. 

And this principle difference between the church and the world is the fruit of God’s 

marvelous grace. By nature we are one with the world and like unto the world. But by grace in 

principle we are different. Having been chosen from eternity and redeemed in time, by a miracle 

of God’s grace in principle we have a new life, a higher aim, and different hope. And the more 

that difference becomes manifest in our lives, the more the beauty of God’s grace is displayed 

before the eyes of men. Therefore it is such a sad picture when the church goes hand in hand 

with the world, and makes common cause with the workers of iniquity. And for the same reason, 

God comes to us with the necessary and stern admonition, “Come out, and be ye separate.” For 

His glory is at stake! 

Needless to say, therefore, the way of the Christian is difficult, and especially for you 

boys in service it is far from easy to bring this admonition into practice. For in the measure that 

you do, you will be shunned, hated and despised. In the measure that you show your spiritual 

colors and never compromise, you will have to suffer and stand alone for Christ’s sake. But, 

friends, no one knows that better than God Himself. Therefore He has added to the admonition 

the beautiful promise, “Then I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you.” 

And that, friends, is a blessedness beyond compare. In fact, it includes everything that 

heart could wish. For what could be more blessed and glorious than to have God as our Father? 

If that be our portion, then we have a Friend Who is always near, Who is always able to help, 

Who always knows what is best, and Who will never forsake us, for His love is eternal. And for 

that blessedness we need not wait until the day of our death. No, it is experienced already today, 

while the battle still rages and while we are still far from our Father’s house. 

Only, we must bear in mind in this connection, that it is experienced and enjoyed by us 

only in the measure that by God’s grace we are spiritually different. For also here, it is either-or. 

Either we have God as our Father and—the world as our enemy, or we have God as our enemy 

and the world as our friend. We cannot have both. For God says, “then” and the implication is, 

then and then only, when you separate yourself, I will receive you and be a Father unto you. 

Hence, it is either-or: alone with God, or together without Him. The former is life, but the latter 

is death. 

Therefore, Christian friends, by the grace of God, be not afraid to be different. Dare to be 

a Daniel. Dare to stand alone. For in the measure that you do, you too, will experience and say 

with the Saviour: “Yet I am not alone, the Father He is with me!” 
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