
A Familiar Bouquet 
Clarence DeBoer 

 

 

 “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And 

yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

Wherefore if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the 

oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” 

The grass of the field is clothed by the Almighty God. What a beautiful array is theirs and 

what a selection of colored garments is distributed among the various species. Only a Master 

Artist could design this infinite number of varieties among the “grasses of the field”. Petals differ 

in size, shape, hue, number, arrangement, fragrance, and in many other ways. Who of us has not 

been impressed by the gorgeous panorama in nature? No adornment is more elegant than that of 

a flower. 

The study of an individual flower makes us more fully aware of the perfect design, the 

intricate pattern, the marvelous arrangement in the most common types. 

Along railroad tracks, in vacant lots, in isolated fields, or on farms is a familiar bouquet. 

Seldom does one find a whole bouquet—hundreds of flowers, carefully arranged on a single 

stem. Generally each plant produces only one cluster at the apex of the plant in contrast to most 

plants which have several flowers distributed over their foliage. Hundreds of miniature tiger-like 

flowers, only 14 of an inch in diameter, are arranged into a convex head which is surrounded by 

a golden crown of specialized ray flowers accented with long yellow petals. Sometimes this 

“floral head” becomes a foot in diameter and are borne at the tip of stout stalks which not 

infrequently reach the height from six to fifteen feet. This plant is called the sunflower because 

of its radiating yellow petals. 

The entire bouquet not only turns toward the sun but it actually follows this heavenly 

luminary through its course during the day. Before sunrise one will find it still facing the west—

its stopping point the previous evening, but within a half an hour it will begin rotating to the east 

and gradually turn its yellow head as day advances to ever be inclined to the sun’s path. This is 

repeated day after day until the sunflower is heavy with seed. 

The large coarse heart shaped leaves become progressively smaller as they near the top. 

Just as the large shaggy head chrysanthemums are produced by the floriculturist by pinching off 

all the lateral buds to produce one large flower at the apex, so, too, this flower accomplishes the 

same, but by its own internal process without human assistance. 

 Nearly the whole genus of Helianthus is found in the United States. Many species and 

varieties are found in different parts of the country. Seeds have been uncovered in many ancient 

Indian burial grounds. Pictures of sunflower are also found on Indian murals. Peculiar varieties 

were grown by the Hopi Indians for food as well as for the purple body paint. 

The sun flower is grown in large quantities in western Canada because it produces an 

excellent table oil. People in southwestern Europe, Hungary and the Ukraine grow it as a crop 

plant much as we do corn. The seeds are used as food for poultry and cage birds, among other 

uses. Although this plant is a native of the United States, it cannot be grown very successfully 

here, due to the fact that it has so many natural insect enemies and is subject to many fungal 

diseases. Generally, the first planting is a success, but succeeding crops show marked 

diminishing returns due to the rapid increase of insects which harbor in the pith of the stalk and 

in the seed. 



Why is this plant found so frequently along railroads, in sandy lots, or bordering dumping 

areas? Is it because it is such a hardy plant which can withstand adverse conditions? In part, this 

is true, but it is found in these deserted places because it is allergic to members of the grass 

family; thus, it will thrive in areas in which grass is sparse or fails to grow. Grains which are 

closely related to grass have a depressing effect on the sunflower. Experiments with varying 

amounts of rye growing next to them have demonstrated this. In fact, only a single stalk of rye 

showed a retarding effect upon four sunflowers when grown in the same container. 

Let us be ever more conscious of the magnitude of God’s wisdom in creation and 

appreciate the study of His revelation. A common sunflower—a mere grass of the field—yet 

God in His providence has deemed it wise to create this plant allergic to others for a definite 

purpose, a plant whose flowers rotate with the sun, a flower which in reality is a bouquet of 

miniature flowers! 
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