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What a glorious season for the Church of Christ in the midst of the world is Lent! During 

the six weeks prior to Easter she fittingly commemorates the suffering and death of her Saviour.  

And how significant is this phase of the revelation of our Lord! To its significance attests the 

very fact of its lengthy treatment in the Gospel narrative as compared to all ether events 

concerning Him. Also, we surely understand, exactly this suffering and death is the purpose of 

His incarnation; thru it only is Easter possible. The sacrifice of our Savior is the keystone in the 

beautiful arch that begins with Christmas and ends in His glorification in the sanctuary with the 

Father. 

Inexhaustibly rich is the gospel in its picture of the suffering Christ. From many angles 

the Church may meditate on this perfect work of her Priest-Prophet-King. And, too, how varied 

the points of view that can be taken to see the great significance of His ransoming work. 

Looking at the program of suffering as a whole in this brief article it is certainly 

impossible to say “all”. Only a bare suggestive outline can be given. To this we submit for 

thought; the significance of the passion of our Lord Jesus from the point of view of its eternal 

ordination, its temporal realization, and its eternal fruit of glory. 

That the suffering of Jesus finds its ultimate cause and origin in God’s eternal counsel 

will stand without contradiction before the consciousness of the believing Church. After all, even 

the very details of life, often apparently insignificant, are there engraved for causal realization. 

Also, none of the glories of the church can be understood or be of comfort apart from the 

certainty of its eternal decree. Then it certainly must follow that such is the case in regard to this 

momentous, forever unfathomable, infinitely comforting sacrifice of our Lord, God’s very own 

Son in the flesh. The Father from eternity ordained not only the coming of Jesus but also His 

whole earthly sojourn among us, including all His suffering between His birth and resurrection. 

Anointed thereto was He with all its implications. That anointing is so rich in comfort for the 

Church because it signifies not only the appointment but also the capacitation to this work. And 

even so the picture is not complete, nay, even incorrect. The suffering of our Lord is not one of 

many to-be-realized events but it is the very central hub of them all—without which all others 

would make no sense, would even be impossible. Because of that central significance in the 

counsel of God, it is plain that there must always be the starting point of every profitable 

contemplation of Christ’s suffering and death after it has been realized in the fulness of time. 

Lent without the Scriptural background of the counsel is worse than vain, is modernism, and robs 

the Church of her “only comfort”. 

But in the light of the above the realization in time of the decree also (and only) becomes 

detailedly rich. Then every step of the suffering becomes a treasure of comfort inexhaustible and 

always again new. Ever again, year after year, we can then follow “the man of sorrows” along 

the way from dark Gethsemane to the tomb without depletion of the wonder of grace. His lowly 

birth ceases to be offensive, seen in the light of the decree; His innumerable reproaches become 

guarantees of His .genuineness when viewed as the revelation of the eternal will; even His 

shameful death on the accursed tree, with all the attendant mocks and jeers of sin’s children 

about Him, becomes a treasure beyond human computation when once it is evident that “the 

Christ ought so to have suffered”. Then we see Prophet-Jesus as He knows and reveals the 

Father; we see King-Jesus as He battles sin, Satan and all wickedness to the finish and thru (not 



in spite of) suffering and death become the royal Victor; we see Priest-Jesus, whose perfections 

of that office lay among other facts, herein that he united in Himself both priest and sacrifice, 

thru that sacrifice of Himself gained entrance into the holiest of all, never again forced to leave. 

Verily the passion and decease of our Saviour is properly and, if correctly done, profitably 

observed by His church. And for that the Church has an abundance of material in the Scripture 

upon which she may meditate to reach those “visions of comfort”. 

So too, and finally, we can and shall behold Jesus, of Whom it was “written in the 

volume of the book”, having answered to the “will of Him” that sent Him, seated at “the right 

hand of God” in glory. In faith now we contemplate the glory of it for “He appeared . . . to put 

away sin” and DID it. His resurrection attests to that, for it is the Father’s seal of approval of all 

His work and so of our justification. In hope, which ever grows and becomes stronger thru 

prayerful and diligent, individual and congregational commemoration of this season of events, 

we reach forward to the eternal rejoicing of heaven. For we know that “the glories that abide” 

will be, consciously, only possible in and thru the “Lamb slain” . . . yet now forever “standing 

before the great throne because only in the face of the slain Lamb can we SEE God. 

The passion season reaches back for ground, beholds the realization in time and stretches 

forth to the “hope perfect”. May this lent season thereunto profit us and our Lord be glorified 

among us. 
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